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As I write this message we are still 
immersed in the Haitian tragedy. The 
series of  earthquakes that destroyed 
much of  Port-au-Prince and the 
surrounding areas of  Haiti on January 
12 left indelible images and stories. As 
I said in a recent open letter praising 
our College community, I have been 
impressed by the collective efforts of  
our students, faculty, staff, and alumni. 
At the same time, this tragedy should 
give each of  us pause to think about 
larger issues in the world. Events in 
Haiti provide opportunities for our 
community to come together and help 
others in meaningful ways.

The College at Brockport, State 
University of  New York, as an engaged 
member of  the global community, 
continues to partner with the 
American Red Cross and H.O.P.E., to 
help meet the emergency and long-
term needs of  the survivors of  Haiti. 
If, as an old African proverb states, “it 
takes a village to raise a child,” then 
perhaps it takes the world to raise a 
country out of  a disaster.

World events also provide a global 
perspective to keep things such as 
the state and national budget crisis in 
proper perspective.

This is an interesting time to be 
involved with public higher education 
in New York State. The Governor 
released his executive budget proposal 

on January 19. Yet, what has become 
known as the SUNY-CUNY Public 
Higher Education Empowerment and 
Innovation Act was announced on 
January 15 and it has an even more 
profound, long-term impact upon 
SUNY. While the title is a mouthful, 
the concept is simpler: to give greater 
flexibility to the individual SUNY 
campuses and release our State 
University from over-regulation. 

The Act would allow SUNY to 
set its tuition in a fair, equitable, and 
responsible manner (capped and 
tied to the Higher Ed Price Index 
with approval of  the SUNY Board 
of  Trustees); it will grant greater 
flexibility in land use and public/
private partnerships and will facilitate 
construction and procurement 
processes. Ultimately, this means job 
creation and recognizing SUNY for 
the kind of  economic engine it is —
our campus alone has $525 million in 
economic impact to New York State!

There has been and will be much 
discussion regarding what this means 
for SUNY. I and others from the 
College — including some of  our 
articulate student leaders — have 
spoken with our legislators to share our 
view on why this is an important piece 
of  legislation. To me, the essence is 
that it will allow Brockport to continue 
to provide a positive educational 

experience to our students in a way 
that also allows parents and students to 
confidently budget for that experience. 
Plus, any tuition investment made to 
SUNY will stay with our College to 
reinvest in students’ education.

But let me be clear: regardless of  
the decision our elected officials make, 
virtually every decision we make 
concerning the budget is made with 
the mindset of  retaining the academic 
core of  our institution. We owe that 
to current, prospective, and future 
generations of  Brockport students!

While these two events are in no way 
related they have both left me with a 
sense of  optimism. The Higher Ed 
Act because it offers a path toward a 
stronger SUNY and, by extension, a 
stronger Brockport. With Haiti, my 
optimism stems from the response 
shown by our students, faculty, staff  
and, really, from most of  the world. 
This tragedy united the world in a way 
I’ve not seen. On a much smaller scale, 
let us hope all parties concerned in 
Albany can unite and do what’s right 
for the citizens of  New York.
Best wishes,

John R. Halstead, PhD
President

PresidentHalstead
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Dave Trembley ‘73/’75, manager of the Baltimore Orioles, met with President John 
Halstead at an Orioles’ spring training game against the world champion New York 
Yankees on March 13 in Tampa. Trembley is in his third year as Orioles’ manager.  The 
Brockport Alumni Association will again hold a gathering at Camden Yards for any and 
all alumni in the Baltimore area. This year’s event, which includes a game against the 
Yankees, is set for Wednesday, June 9.  For more information, contact the Alumni Office 
at alumni@brockport.edu or (585) 395-2451.
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Campus news

What is it really like living in a residential hall? What is there 
to do on campus? Those are questions that college marketers 
and admissions experts can’t always answer. Oh, there are the 
brochures and collateral that try to paint an accurate picture, 
but in this age of  Facebook and Twitter, getting the inside scoop 
from someone going through the experience can have more 
validity.

That’s why The College at Brockport decided to give current 
students an opportunity to do some of  the talking for us. Four 
freshmen were given digital cameras in August and asked to 
chronicle their experiences on campus in a blog as a “day-in-
the-life” sort of  project.

Freshmen Natalie Fiorilli, Logan Marks, Hailey McKay 
and Carolyn McMenemon have been snapping pictures 
throughout their first year on campus. They’ve been posting 
their favorites to the blog and writing about their experiences.

The goal of  the blog is to give prospective students a more 
realistic view of  what life at Brockport is like—inside and outside 
of  the classroom. 

Would you like to compare your campus experience to 
these freshmen? Visit the Year in the Life blog at www.
brockportyearinthelife.blogspot.com.

A Year in the Life of  a 
Brockport Freshman

Brockport 
Helps Haiti

Rarely has a need been greater, and 
The College at Brockport is stepping 
up to the challenge by coordinating 
collegewide efforts to aid the people 
of  Haiti following the massive earth 
quake and unparalleled destruction of  
Port-au-Prince and surrounding area.

The Brockport Helping Haiti 
Committee is partnering with the 
American Red Cross and H.O.P.E. 
Haiti to meet the emergency and long-
term needs of  the people of  Haiti.

Donation collection sites have been 
designated campuswide, information 
sessions are being organized, and the 
College community is coming together 
to raise critically needed funds for 
food, water, shelter, and medical 
supplies.

The Office of  Leadership and 
Community Development, Arthur 
O. Eve Educational Opportunity 
Program, Recreational Services, 
Residential Living/Learning 
Communities, Brockport 
Student Government, the Greek 
organizations, and campus 
clubs, as well as other areas 
of  the College are making a 
commitment to the people 
of  Haiti. Learn more about 
planned events at www.
brockport.edu/haiti.

Freshman Natalie Fiorilli, Logan Marks, Hailey McKay



On December 2, 2009 more than 
600 people gathered in the Seymour 
College Union Ballroom to hear a 
discussion about religion between 

Christopher Hitchens, author of  
God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons 
Everything and Rabbi David Wolpe, 
who wrote Why Faith Matters.

The debate, which was sponsored by 
the Brockport Student Government, 
began with a 15-minute opening 
statement from each speaker, followed 
by a 10-minute rebuttal and a 
5-minute closing. Afterwards, the 
audience had the opportunity to ask 
questions and have their books signed.

Hitchens began by calling the 
debate “a reflection on the importance 
of  a very well-known subject.” He 

argued that because religion was “our 
first explanation for everything” it 
was, consequently, our “worst.” 

In his opening statement, 
Wolpe countered Hitchens’ often 
scientifically-based arguments by 
saying that “religion doesn’t make 
scientific claims.” He also said that 
religion comes down to “what it is you 
believe you’re here for” and whether 
or not we believe in “something 
greater than ourselves.”

The debate lasted for over an hour 
and the two even brought a few laughs 
to the controversial topic.

The Great Debate
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You don’t have to wait for the next edition of  Kaleidoscope 
to receive the latest Brockport news; the College now offers 
several ways to stay informed.

The Daily Eagle, launched last fall, is an online 
“newspaper” updated Monday through Friday with 
stories and information about the happenings on campus. 
Although aimed at the campus community, the Daily Eagle 
is accessible to the public from the College’s home page, or 
you can access the Eagle directly by visiting 
www.brockport.edu/eagle/view.php.

YouTubeTM is another initiative that was launched last 
fall on the Brockport News YouTube site. Produced by 
both students and staff, videos run the gamut from virtual 

college tours to the Physics Club model rocket launch to 
an interview with ABC News reporter John Quinones. 
Check out all of  the videos at www.youtube.com/
brockportnews. 

TwitterTM is all a-tweet. If  you’re looking for more 
immediate updates, the College has several Twitter accounts. 
Follow us on any or all of  our tweets: @brockport, 
@brockportnews, or @brockportalumni.

Similarly, Brockport is represented on Facebook 
through pages such as “The College at Brockport’s 
News Bureau,” and “The College at Brockport Alumni 
Association.” Friend us now!

Keep Track of  the Latest Campus News

Rabbi David Wolpe (l), Christopher Hitchens



Deans Named for Two Schools
Darwin Prioleau, EdD has been named as the dean of  the 

School of  The Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, and Douglas 
M. Scheidt, PhD, has been named as the dean of  the School of  
Education and Human Services. Both appointments were effective 
January 1, 2010. Prioleau and Scheidt join Frank Short, PhD, 
dean of  the School of  Health and Human Performance, and Stuart 
Appelle, PhD, dean of  the School of  Science and Mathematics.

Darwin Prioleau, EdD
Most recently Prioleau served as professor of  

dance and chair of  the Department of  Dance 
at The College at Brockport. She came to The 
College at Brockport from Kent State University 
where she served as the head of  the Dance Division 
and assistant dean of  the College of  Fine and 

Professional Arts. Prioleau received her bachelor’s degree from Bennett 
College in Greensboro, NC, her master’s from New York University, 
and her doctorate from University of  Massachusetts at Amherst. She 
also was selected to participate in the prestigious Bryn Mawr Institute 
for Women in Higher Education Administration.

The School of  the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences includes the 
Departments of  African and African-American Studies, Anthropology, 
Art, Arts for Children, Communication, Dance, English, Foreign 
Languages and Literatures, History, Philosophy, Political Science, 
Sociology, Theatre, Women and Gender Studies, and degree programs 
offered at the Visual Studies Workshop.

Douglas M. Scheidt, PhD
Scheidt came to The College at Brockport in 1995  

as a member of  the Department of  Health Science 
faculty. He served as chair of  the department form  
2003 through 2009. Prior to joining the faculty he 
was a clinical psychologist in private practice. 

He earned his PhD in counselling psychology 
from the University at Buffalo and his bachelor’s degree from  
Colgate University.

The School of  Education and Human Services includes the 
Departments of  Counselor Education, Criminal Justice, Education 
and Human Development, Educational Administration, the Hunter 
Institute Public Administration, Social Work, as well as the Migrant 
Education Program, Teacher Certification programs, and the 
Professional Education Unit. 

Anne Panning Receives 
State Teaching Award

Anne Panning, PhD, professor of  
English, has been on a roll. Her most 
recent book, Super America: Stories, 
received the 2006 Flannery O’Connor 
Award for Short Fiction. The book 
also garnered Panning the 2009 
Lillian Fairchild Award, which 
is given annually by the University  
of  Rochester. 

Panning’s latest honor came when 
it was announced that she was 
named 2009 New York Professor of  
the Year by The Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of  Teaching and 
the Council for Advancement and 
Support of  Education (CASE).

The US Professors of  the Year 
program salutes the most out-
standing undergraduate instructors 
in the country; those who excel in 
teaching and positively influence the 
lives and careers of  students. 

Panning has been a member of  the 
Department of  English faculty at 
The College at Brockport since 1997 
and is co-director of  the Brockport 
Writers Forum.

 “Teaching has become, for me, 
not just a job but a passion, a life-
style, a way of  being in the world. 
Every time I step into a classroom 
I am energized and challenged. 
Receiving an award like this is an 
enormous honor and makes me feel 
deep gratitude to all the wonderful 
teachers I’ve had over the years,” 
said Panning. 

“The New York Professor of  the 
Year Award is a well-deserved honor 
for Professor Panning. The College 
community celebrates her accom-
plishments. At the same time, the 
honor reflects what is best about our 
faculty… a dedication to teaching, 
learning, and student success,” 
said Anne E. Huot, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs.
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In addition to their teaching duties, 
many of  our professors also are 
engaged in scholarly activities. Here 
is just a sampling of  recent books 
published by faculty at The College  
at Brockport.

Alison Parker, chair of  the 
Department of  History, has published 
a new book, Articulating Rights: 
Nineteenth Century American Women on 
Race, Reform and the State (Northern 
Illinois University Press, 2010).

In this original study of  six notable 
reformers, Parker illuminates the 
connections between the gradual 
transformation of  reform strategies 
over the course of  the 19th century 
and the political ideas of  the 
reformers themselves. This book 
reveals Fanny Wright, Sarah Grimké, 
Angelina Grimké Weld, Frances 
Watkins Harper, Frances Willard, 
and Mary Church Terrell to be 
political thinkers who were engaged 
in re-conceptualizing the relationship 
between the state and its citizens.

 
SUNY at Sixty: The Promise of  the 

State University of  New York (SUNY 
Press, 2010) offers an in-depth look at 
SUNY’s history, political landscape, 
evolving mission, institutional variety, 
international partnerships, leadership, 

and much more. It also examines the 
accomplishments and potential of  
SUNY from several perspectives. 

The book is the product of  a 
conference that was held in the 
spring of  2009 and brought together 
distinguished scholars from across 
the country who presented on 
a number of  topics, such as the 
creation of  SUNY in the state and 
national context; accessibility, quality 
education, and SUNY as an economic 
engine for the state of  New York. 

The proceedings were edited by 
John B. Clark, a former interim 
chancellor of  the system and 
interim president of  The College 
at Brockport, and Brockport 
Professors  of  History W. Bruce 
Leslie and Kenneth P. O’Brien. 
With a foreword by SUNY 
Chancellor Nancy L. Zimpher, 
and contributions from a range of  
SUNY-affiliated staff  and professors 
both past and present, this book is 
essential reading for anyone interested 
in the problems and promise of  public 
higher education in New York State 
and across the nation. 

Robert J. Gemmett, professor of  
English, has just published the first 
scholarly edition of  Azemia, a satirical 
novel by William Beckford that 

originally appeared in 1797. Beckford 
(1760-1844) was a British writer 
associated with the Gothic movement 
that flourished in England during 
the 1790s and early 1800s. Azemia 
is a satirical novel that mocks the 
sentimental writing that was popular 
in the late 18th century and that was 
mostly written by women.

Gemmett’s scholarly edition of  
Azemia (Valancourt Books, 2010) 
includes a 42-page introduction, 
copious annotations, lively 
illustrations, and a bibliography.

Steve Fellner, assistant professor 
of  English, published a memoir, All 
Screwed Up, that won the Benu Press 
Social Justice and Equity Award in 
Creative Non-Fiction. All Screwed 
Up (Benu Press, 2009) is described 
by the publisher as being told with 
shocking humor and startling honesty, 
managing to reinvent the coming 
out story, and describing one of  the 
strangest mother-son relationships in 
recent memory. 

Darkly comic stories of  murder 
attempts, missing umbilical cords, 
haunted quarries, and fat camps fill 
the pages of  All Screwed Up. Young, 
gay, and poor, Fellner attempts to shed 
his trailer park past and seize a better 
life for himself. 

Faculty Publish on a Variety of  Topics
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aRtsnews

Since 2000, The College at 
Brockport’s Department of  
Theatre has partnered with 
The Geva Theatre Center in 
Rochester, raising the curtain 
on opportunities for students 
to learn from and perform with 
Geva’s professional acting and 
directing team. 

The Educational Alliance with 
Geva provides for guest artists 
from Geva to teach classes 
at the College. It also makes 
it possible for a member of  
Geva’s directing team to direct 
one of  the College’s theatre 
productions each season. The 
guest director takes part in a 
lecture series for students and 
a general audience. “There 
are not many master of  fine 
arts programs with this kind 
of  alliance,” said Ruth Childs, 
associate professor. “We feel 
truly blessed.”

Students also enjoy the 
opportunity to intern at Geva 
and apply their skills on the 
professional stage. What’s 

more, many students go on 
to work at Geva after they 
graduate.

This spring students had 
yet another dream-come-true 
experience when The College 
at Brockport was one of  
just three colleges chosen to 
participate in Geva’s College 
Fest. The fest gave the students 
the opportunity to open their 
production of  The Story on the 
Geva Theatre stage. The cast 
of  10 student actors, ranging 

from theatre to psychology 
majors, went on to present 
eight additional performances 
in the College’s Tower Fine Arts 
Center Lab Theatre.  

The Story is a contemporary 
play written by Tracey Scott 
Wilson and deals with issues of  
race, focusing on a young, black 
journalist who gets the scoop 
on the murder of  a Caucasian 
man in an African-American 
community. “We were really 
excited to do The Story because 
it is such an exciting play and 
also has such a diverse cast,” 
said Childs. This diversity, 
layered with the depth and 
power of  The Story, has made 
the latest partnership with 
Geva a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for all of  those 
involved. “It’s been a wonderful 
experience for all of  us,” said 
Childs.

A Once-in-a-Lifetime Experience
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Dancing Through Life
Bill Evans, visiting professor of  

dance at The College at Brockport, 
celebrated his 70th birthday in April 
in the best way he knows how — by 
putting on a concert. 

The concert was a celebration 
of  Evans’ life — so far — and a 
tribute to those who most inspired 
and supported him throughout his 
lifetime. “I chose to celebrate some 
of  those who have passed on but 
who have left me with a rich legacy 
— my biological parents and my 
‘dance parents,’ ”said Evans. Evans 
dedicated the concert to his mother, 
Lila Evans, who passed away in 
December at the age of  97.  

The program included a jazz-
inspired modern dance, Tribute to 
Daniel, performed by Evans honoring 
his mentor, the late Dan Nagrin. 
Visiting Assistant Professor Don 
Halquist, Assistant Professor 

Mariah Maloney and Lecturer 
Heather Roffe were featured 
in Multiple Margaret, dedicated to 
Evans’s “dance mother,” Margaret 
Gisolo. Evans also was the featured 
dancer in Three Gershwin Preludes, 
and choreographed a piece 
titled Velorio, which was 
performed by a 
group  
of  eight. Both were dedicated to 
his mother.  Blues for My Father paid 
tribute to Evans’ father, William 
Evans.

Evans also celebrated his own 
life via a rhythm tap dance, In 
Gloves, performed in collaboration 
with instructional support assistant 
James J. Kaufmann, who 
supplied a jazz vocal improvisation. 

Evans’ plans for the future? To 
keep on dancing, of  course!

A special presentation of  the film 
Shadows of  the Lynching Tree took place in 
March for students, faculty and staff  at 
The College at Brockport. 

The shrouded history of  lynching in 
America is the subject of  a powerful 
new documentary from Producer/
Director Carvin Eison, associate 
professor of  communication.  

Shadows of  the Lynching Tree probes 
the heart of  white-hot hatred, 
unimaginable violence, and hope. In 
the age of  Obama, have we reconciled 
this misshapen history or does its 
legacy live on? Shadows of  the Lynching 
Tree goes directly to the DNA of  race in 
America.

“Eison’s documentary employs fresh 
interviews with scholars, rare footage 
and photographs, and excerpts and 

themes from Going to Meet the Man 
by James Baldwin. The film also 
underscores the topic’s continued 
relevance by setting it in counterpoint 
to the recent election of  the first 
African-American president in the 
United States. Eison examines Barack 
Obama’s impact and personal safety, 
and asks whether ‘shadows of  the 
lynching tree’ continue to spread 
over hopes for a ‘post-racial’ life in 
America,” said Jack Garner of  the 
Democrat and Chronicle, in Rochester. 

Shadows of  the Lynching Tree was 
showcased in February at the Little 
Theatre’s fourth annual tribute to 
Black History Month. 

To learn more about the film, contact 
Eison at ceison@brockport.edu. 
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athletiCnews

Indoor Track and Field – Three athletes 
earned provisional spots for the NCAA 
Division III Championships including 
junior Ray Lund who repeated as an 
NCAA Qualifier in the weight throw. He 
was joined by senior Pete Manktelow 
who qualified in the mile run after setting 
and re-setting the school record three 
times during the season, and senior Nick 
Meiney who qualified in the pole vault.

 Swimming and Diving – For the second 
consecutive year, divers represented 
Brockport at the NCAA Division III National 
Championships. Junior Maria Quagliana 
and senior Dan Brigano each qualified for 
the national competition. For Quagliana, 
it is her second year at the meet. Both set 
and reset the school records in the diving 
events during the season. They were 
not the only records broken as seniors 
Jennifer Conklin and Nathan Butler 
each broke records at the State University 
of New York Athletic Conference 
(SUNYAC) Championships.

Wrestling – The freshmen dominated 
the roster for the Golden Eagles in 
2009-10. Tyler Marlow represented 
Brockport at the NCAA Division III National 
Championship Tournament in Iowa. 
Marlow won the 125-pound title at the 
Empire Collegiate Wrestling Conference 
(ECWC) Championships and was named 
the Most Outstanding Wrestler of the 
championships. He also brought home 
the 125 title from the Spartan Classic in 
Pennsylvania. Brockport garnered five 
ECWC Freshman-of-the-Week awards 
with Marlow winning twice, Luke Pariso 
winning on two different weeks and Pat 
Krenz earning the award once.

Hockey – For the second straight season 
Brockport won 14 games, posted a 
victory in the first round of the SUNYAC 
Tournament and drew more than 1,000 
fans per game. The consecutive 14-win 
seasons gives the Golden Eagles the most 
victories in consecutive seasons since 
the team moved to varsity status in 1973. 
Senior Todd Sheridan set several school 
records including the most career wins 
with 29, career shutouts with three, best 
season goals against average – Sheridan 
actually owns the top four spots in that 
category – and finished as third on the  

all-time saves list with just under 2,000 
saves. Head coach Brian Dickinson 
became the winningest coach in school 
history, passing Bob Pedersen, and won 
his 100th career game at Brockport.

Gymnastics – The Golden Eagles set 
several new standards at Brockport and 
were the top ranked team in Division III 
for the entire season. The team set a new 
scoring record with a 190.050 in a victory 
over SUNY Cortland and had record-
breaking performances of three of the four 
events during the regular season. Brockport 
gymnasts won 10 Eastern College Athletic 
Conference (ECAC) weekly awards during 
the season including a sweep of the three 
awards in early March when seniors Lauren 
Gildemeyer and Christina Baggetta, 
along with freshman Elizabeth Levy, won 
the awards for gymnast, specialist and 
freshman of the week respectively.

Women’s Basketball – Senior Whitney 
Smith wrapped up her career with the 
Golden Eagles in impressive fashion as she 
eclipsed the 1,000-career point milestone 
and was named an All-SUNYAC selection 
for the second straight season. The team 
may have won only five games, but one 
of those wins was in the first round of the 
Wendy’s College Classic (formerly the JP 
Morgan/Chase Basketball Tournament) 
when Brockport entered as the No. 8 seed 
and upset top seeded Nazareth College. 
It was the first time in tournament history 
that the No. 8 seed beat the top seed in 
the first round of competition. The Golden 
Eagles also beat rival SUNY Geneseo in both 
regular-season meetings.

Men’s Basketball – For the 17th 
consecutive season,  Brockport has had a 
player on the All-SUNYAC team as a first-
team selection. Senior Jermaine Johnson 
was selected for 2009-10 and was the top 
offensive threat for the Golden Eagles. At 6’ 
0”, he was one of the tallest players in the 
starting lineup for the guard-oriented team 
and led the team in scoring with 13 points 
per game and rebounds with nearly five per 
contest. The Golden Eagles won a share of 
the Chuck Resler Tournament title at the 
University of Rochester with wins over Tufts 
University and Green Mountain College. 
Johnson was named the tournament’s most 
valuable player.

Winter Sports Recap:
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According to Lin Case ’89, when 
she started her career at The College 
at Brockport in 1987 she was planning 
on staying “for a couple years” to earn 
a master’s degree and then move on 
to “bigger and better.” Twenty-three 
years later — first as an assistant 
athletic director, then senior woman 
administrator, and eventually as 
athletic director, Case has announced 
her retirement effective May 31.

“This will be my first summer 
off  since I was 15 years old,” said 
Case who will retire to her home in 
Bristol, NY, and summer cottage on 
Canandaigua Lake.

Case leaves her role as athletic 
director after many accomplishments 
over the years. The current athletic 
booster club – The Golden Eagle 
Society – was started by Case and 
thrives today with more than 200 
members. The club supports the 
awards program for the student-
athletes and sponsors the Golden 
Eagle Athletic Hall of  Fame, Senior 
Athlete Luncheon and Student-
Athlete Celebration. She was the 
driving force behind the “College 
Athletes for a Winning Attitude,” a 
three-year drug and alcohol education 
program coordinated with the 
Brockport Central School District; 
the implementation of  the NCAA 
CHAMPS Life Skills program; 
and the creation of  student athlete 

appreciation programs. She also 
established and nurtured a tradition 
of  student-athlete community service.

Of  her many accomplishments, she 
is perhaps most proud of  being able 
to bring to the staffing of  coaches a 
greater stability. “When I first arrived, 
it seemed like we were hiring new 
coaches every year,” said Case. “Now, 
I think we have put together a staff  
that — for the most part — has been 
around for several years. That stability 
allows us to better recruit and retain 
quality student-athletes and provide a 
positive experience for the kids.”

As she leaves Brockport, Case 
is taking with her not just a book 
of  memories, but entire volumes 
accumulated over the years. “If  I was 
to write a book about my experiences, 
it would be a very long book but also a 
very funny book,” she says.

When asked about her fondest 
memories, Case recalled the Team 
USA Women’s Soccer match in 
Special Olympics Stadium that drew 
a capacity crowd. She also described 
the NCAA Football playoff  victory 
at Rowan in 2002 and the playoff  
run for the College’s baseball team in 
2004 when the Golden Eagles made 
the trip to Michigan for the Division 
III College World Series.

Those are just a few of  the 
thousands of  games witnessed by 
Case, who estimates enjoying at least 

200 events each of  her 23 years at 
Brockport. “Some of  those games 
were not in the best of  weather 
conditions,” said Case. “I remember 
some bitter cold conditions and I can’t 
imagine how many bleachers I have 
sat in over the years.”

Case has led Golden Eagle Athletics 
since 1995, when she became the 
second female athletic director in 
the State University of  New York 
Athletic Conference (SUNYAC). A 
1977 SUNY Cortland graduate, Case 
taught and coached at the Elmira 
Heights Central School District 
and worked at the Penfield Racquet 
Club prior to becoming the assistant 
athletic director at Brockport in 1987. 

In her tenure, Case has 
been recognized as the ECAC 
Administrator of  the Year, inducted 
into Cortland “C” Club Hall of  
Fame and the Canandaigua Academy 
Athletic Hall of  Fame and leaves 
behind a legacy of  gold to Golden 
Eagle Athletics.

“I will definitely miss the kids and 
the staff,” said Case. “I love the kids. 
I will most definitely not miss the 
hours.”

Those many hours will now be 
spent on Canandaigua Lake and 
surrounded by the beautiful scenery 
of  Bristol Mountain. 

Leaving a Golden Legacy
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Nanako Horikawa ’10 

“Research with the Gallim Dance Company 
allowed me to gain new dance skills and learn 
about contemporary dance styles to help me 
become a strong, passionate dancer.”

A native of  Sapporo, Japan and the youngest 
of  three sisters, Nanako Horikawa is part of  
a family used to traveling for their education. 
One sister is in Paris studying piano, another 
is in New Paltz studying international 
relations, while Nanako is pursuing her 
dream to dance and study abroad in 
Brockport.  

Nanako’s summer experience with the 
Gallim Dance Company provided her with a 
multi-dimensional experience. She worked 
closely with the dancers, spending hours 
learning new movements and combinations 
of  movement. She also was exposed to the 
business side of  the arts and the challenges 
that must be overcome to create a viable 
organization. But mostly, says Nanako, “I was 
grateful for the opportunity to dance during 
the summer.”

“Nanako’s guided opportunity to synthesize 
an in-depth experience in the art form that 
she feels passionately about was invaluable,” 
says Jacqueline Davis, professor of  dance and 
Nanako’s faculty mentor.

“Investigation of Contemporary Dance Style: 
Working with Gallim Dance Company”
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by Nicholas Mascari

to Research
Opening The Door

Opportunities

Until recently, original research was the province of the graduate student. Today, 

undergraduate research experience is critical to prepare students for admission 

to the country’s most prestigious graduate programs. Opportunities for focused 

research have been limited for students at The College at Brockport, but last 

year, thanks to the generous contributors to the Brockport Foundation, 13 Brockport 

undergraduates were able to spend the summer in the lab, the library, and the 

dance studio – and they couldn’t have been happier. With the support of Brockport 

Foundation Undergraduate Research Scholarships, these students were able to 

engage in original research with faculty mentors, contributing to their fields of study 

and broadening their own educations. “By creating the Summer Undergraduate 

Research Scholarships, the Brockport Foundation Board reaffirms the College’s 

commitment to student success. The program adds a new range of opportunities 

for our students to excel,” said Roxanne Johnston, vice president for advancement.  

“Providing this challenging educational opportunity to actively collaborate with 

faculty in ways that the traditional classroom experience cannot supply will 

produce benefits for our students when it comes time to apply for graduate school 

or to enter their careers,” said Anne E. Huot, PhD, provost and vice president for 

academic affairs. “The program also serves to increase The College at Brockport’s 

visibility and national reputation as a premier undergraduate institution.”

Summer Undergraduate Research Scholarship Project 2009
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Danielle Gentile ’11 
The Roles of Gender, Sexual Orientation,  
and Attractiveness in Perceived Sexual Fluidity

“This valuable opportunity will help me to gain 
experience working in a research lab with a faculty 
advisor, which will be an integral part of graduate 
work. Continuing my education in psychology is so 
important to me because I have a true passion for the 
subject, and believe that I can make a positive impact 
on other people’s lives.”

Peter Manktelow ’10
Social Responses to the Civil War: An Analysis 
of Southern Popular Music

“My objective is to become an expert in my field. 
Financial and academic support at the graduate level 
relies on a candidate’s ability to produce and present 
scholarship. This program promotes these future goals, 
providing me with the opportunity to develop, present, 
and publish scholarly research as an undergraduate.”

Junior Danielle Gentile is interested in what makes people 
tick. A double major in psychology and health science and 
a member of  Delta College, Danielle chose to enroll at The 
College at Brockport because, “I could tell that the students 
were hard working and motivated and that they were involved 
in other things beyond academics. Choosing Brockport just felt 
right,” she says.

Working with her faculty mentor, Jennifer Ratcliff, PhD, 
has been an inspiration for Danielle. “She loves to teach. She 
loves her students. She said she chose Brockport because she 
gets to have more one-to-one time with students. I want to be 
like her,” Danielle says. 

The summer research experience has been equally 
important to Danielle. “It’s my first big step toward becoming 
a professional. It makes me feel like what I’ve studied is going 
to be applied. I feel like I could go to school for the rest of  my 
life and be really happy,” she adds.

Peter Manktelow came to Brockport not knowing what he 
wanted to do. But after a few history courses and tutoring 
students in history at the College’s Learning Center, history 
became his passion. 

He’s received praise for his writing, winning first place in the 
College’s Celebration of  Writing competition in 2009 in the 
Scholarly Essay category. He is a member of  both the Alpha 
Chi National College Honor Society and the Phi Alpha Theta 
National History Honor Society. He is a scholar/athlete, 
lettering on the cross country team and earning NCAA 
Academic All-American honors in 2007 and 2008.

But his recent experience in the Summer Research Program 
stands out. “The Summer Research Program has been an 
amazing experience. It’s a boost to your academic confidence 
when someone puts their faith in you that you can do this. It’s 
exhilarating,” he says. 

After he completes his undergraduate degree Peter intends 
to earn a master’s and doctorate and devote his career to 
teaching and research. 

“My own area of  research is Southern culture and ideology. 
Peter’s research has helped me prepare units on Civil War 
music for presentations to local history teachers and to 
students at Brockport. Civil War cultural and social history 
is a growing field and Peter’s research will be on the cutting 
edge of  new research.”  John Patrick Daly, PhD, associate 
professor of  history.
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Matthew Nowak ’10 and Gretchen 
Murphey ’10 spent the summer under 
the direction of  Joseph Makarewicz 
Phd, on a project designed to help 
understand how the water chemistry of  
the near-shore region of  Lake Ontario 
has been affected by the introduction of  
the zebra mussel to the lake’s ecological 
system.

“For me, the opportunity to participate 
in the study of  Lake Ontario provided opportunities and experiences that are 
unmatched by an alternative summer study,” said Nowak.

Matthew Nowak possesses an intense passion to do work that makes a 
difference. An environmental science major, concentrating on aquatic biology 
with his sights set on graduate school, Matthew focused on environmental science 
following a family summer trip to the west. “I love being outdoors. I started out as 
a psychology major but following a trip out west I realized that I wanted to study 
environmental science. Of  his summer research Nowak says, “This experience will 
strengthen my applications to graduate school and future job opportunities.”

“The research with Dr. Makarewicz has allowed me to gain experience in 
water quality collection, sampling and analysis. This experience using analytical 
equipment, and the skills and experience gained in the field and lab plus the 
opportunity to analyze data for presentations, are experiences that will assist me in 
the job market in the future, ” said Murphey.

In a difficult job market, what’s an underemployed college graduate to do? 
Some, such as Gretchen Murphey, choose to return to school for an additional 
degree. Gretchen, who already has a bachelor’s degree in marine biology from 
Florida Institute of  Technology, is working toward her second bachelor’s degree in 

terrestrial ecology. 
“I found that I needed to broaden my 

knowledge (if) I’m going to become an 
environmental scientist, so I came back to 
school. And although my degree focus at 
Brockport is on terrestrial ecology, I think 
that further experience in the aquatic field 
will be beneficial to me in the long run.”

Matthew Nowak ’10

Gretchen Murphey ’10

Monitoring, Assessing and 
Predicting the Status and 
Changes in the Coastal Zone  
of Lake Ontario: The Phosphorus 
Shunt Hypothesis
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Kevin  Tylock ’11 
Examining the Role of the Kita Gene in the 
Development of the Interstitial Cell of Cajal, 
and Development of Coordinated Motility 
Patterns in the Zebrafish Gastrointestinal 
Tract

When it comes to setting the bar high, Kevin Tylock ’11 
knows whereof  he speaks. As a pole-vaulter on the College’s 
track and field team, a Presidential Scholar-in-Residence and 
a Summer Undergraduate Research Program participant, he 
sets lofty goals for himself. 

“The summer program gave me an idea of  what 
graduate school will be like. There are a lot of  unanswered 
questions and I like that,” Tylock says. “Dr. Rich did a good 
job of  balancing the direction and expectations but left 
opportunities for me to put my stamp on the work. It made 
the experience better for me because I felt like a contributor 
and not just labor.”

Kevin’s summer faculty mentor, Assistant Professor of  
Biological Sciences Adam Rich, agrees. “Immersing 
students in research has myriad benefits… learning hands-
on skills, learning to work independently, learning to think 
through problems and working on projects that are new and 
have not been done before. It’s gratifying to see students 
grow and mature, to build skills and confidence and to begin 
to come up with ideas of  their own.”

“Research is a great way to get students interested in 
science. It opened up my mind to the possibilities of  what I 
can do. It changes your way of  thinking,” Kevin says.

“My true interest in biological science lies in discovery 
and learning. I look forward to a career in physiological 
research. An internship with Dr. Rich served as a 
strong foundation for my future success.”

Jordynn Bree ’09 
Community Involvement in Families of  
Children Diagnosed with an Autism  
Spectrum Disorder

Jordynn Bree takes the long view. “I think my biggest 
accomplishments have yet to come,” she says when asked 
to describe what’s on her academic highlight film. Her 
summer research project, assessing factors to improve quality 
of  life for families coping with autism, was only the first 
part of  a larger project she will continue during the fall in 
conjunction with faculty advisor Tamara Sullivan, lecturer 
in psychology.  

“I love the work I’m doing and the Summer 
Undergraduate Research Program has enabled me to take 
on a project that I would otherwise have not been able to 
complete before I leave in December,” she says. “What I love 
most is working with the kids and, even though I’ve worked 
with children with disabilities for five years, I rarely have the 
opportunity to learn from the parents what it’s like to raise 
a child with autism. Spending time with the parents this 
summer has been very rewarding.”

As a student in the College’s Honors Program, Jordynn 
also is looking forward to completing her honors thesis as 
another milestone on her way to graduation and an eventual 
doctorate. “I hope to have a career helping people with 
autism spectrum disorder and pervasive developmental 
disabilities.”

“The experience I will personally gain from this study 
will benefit me as I continue on to graduate school 
to study applied behavioral analysis with a focus in 
autism spectrum disorders.”



American Gothic Readership Guide

Jamie Miracle Burke ’10 

“My whole family is a bunch of  
readers. I think that’s how I came to 
major in English,” says Jamie Burke 
who entered The College at Brockport 
through the 2+2 program at Monroe 
Community College. Jamie came 
to the College intending to major 
in British literature but she became 
enthralled with American Gothic 
literature (think Edgar Allen Poe 
et. al.) after she took a course from 
English Professor Janie Hinds. 

Gothic literature became Jamie’s 
passion and was not only the subject 
of  her summer research project 
but likely will be her focus through 
her PhD studies. The summer 
research experience taught Jamie a 
valuable lesson about the research 

process—going from start to finish 
isn’t necessarily a straight line. In 
Jamie’s case, the initial proposal to 
create a guide for American Gothic 
Readership became an article on 
another aspect of  Gothic literature 
when her early research indicated 
that the project’s goal, to produce an 
American Gothic Readership Guide, 
was not a marketable product. 

But that’s not to say that the 
experience wasn’t a positive one. “I 
really enjoyed reading what other 
people think because it helps me 
better form my own ideas. But, in the 
end, it’s the finished product that’s 
most satisfying.”

“What’s not to like about research?”

15
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Mikki Smith ’11 
Seasonal Shifts in the Microbial Ecology of 
the Irondequoit Bay Bottom Waters and Deep 
Sediments: Impact on the Release of Soluble 
Reactive Phosphorus

While her childhood girlfriends were playing with Barbie 
dolls, Mikki Smith was digging in the sandbox. “I love 
being outdoors. So earth science is a perfect fit.” She also 
loves teaching and she hopes to be in front of  class one day 
teaching earth science. In the meantime, the budding earth 
science teacher is tutoring chemistry students in the College’s 
Learning Center. 

Only a sophomore, Mikki’s academic accomplishments 
are impressive. She’s the only sophomore to be inducted into 
the earth science honor society and the only sophomore to 
have received a Summer Undergraduate Research award. 
According to her faculty mentor, Ezra Kulczycki, PhD, 
she also will be presenting her summer research efforts at 
both Scholars Day and at the next annual meeting of  the 
Geological Society of  America. “Mikki has shown herself  to 
be an outstanding student with enormous potential for future 
success, he says. 

Mikki’s research on Irondequoit Bay will contribute to 
reducing pollution in area waters. In recent years, eastern 
freshwaters have been populated with a number of  “invasive 
species,” such as the well-known Zebra Mussel. Mikki is 
contributing to research that is attempting to assess the level 
of  nutrients available to organisms that are responsible for 
pollution. “I love science. I love teaching, I love helping 
others,” says Mikki.

“As a future teacher, participation in this research 
project will provide me with the opportunity to delve 
deep into the field of earth science and allow me to gain 
valuable hands-on experience doing real science.”

Andrea Christian ’11 
Chikungunya in India: A Review of  
Current Research

Question: What do undergraduate anatomy and physiology 
courses and rebuilding a diesel engine on a ’91 Volkswagen 
Jetta have in common? Answer: Andrea Christian has 
successfully completed both. “I love finding out how things go 
together, their structure and the way they work. The two really 
aren’t that different,” she says. 

Her summer research program, working with Associate 
Professor of  Health Science Priya Banerjee to explore the 
current research and epidemiology of  the Chikungunya virus, 
may help explain why the virus has reemerged in India after 
a 30-year absence. “The summer research project has been 
a great opportunity for me to get experience doing research, 
to work one-on-one with a professor and, later, to go to a 
national health conference and do a poster presentation.” 

Although she loved and did well in the sciences in high 
school, Andrea found the transition to college challenging, 
a situation she quickly took charge of. “I initially had some 
trouble with my science courses but I took advantage of  
tutoring provided at the Learning Center and that definitely 
paid off. You can enjoy your learning rather than playing 
catch up,” she says. 

Andrea, who is enrolled in the demanding Honors Program 
and the 3+3 Doctorate in Physical Therapy Program, also 
is involved on campus as an officer in the College’s Against 
Cancer Club, as co-chair and committee member on the 
Relay for Life and as a volunteer for the Brockport Student 
Government. “I like to help people and care very much what’s 
going on in their lives,” Andrea says.

“The summer research project has been a great 
opportunity for me to not only explore a specific aspect 
of health but also to learn what it takes to do research 
and how important research is.”
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“The summer research internship gave 
me invaluable opportunities to understand 
the complex system of  organizations 
responsible for creating and funding 
preschool special education programs as 
well as the possible career paths I may 
follow in graduate school,” said Dana 
Stonebraker.

Dana Stonebraker ’10 and Dana 
Suggs ’10 each received scholarships to 
work with Visiting Assistant Professor of  
Sociology Eric Kaldor, PhD, to survey 

New York State agencies who provide services to pre-school age children with 
developmental disabilities. The goal is to determine how reimbursement rates and 
processes impact these organizations.  

“My career goal is to be a social worker working with children with 
developmental disabilities and special needs,” says Dana Stonebraker, a senior 
double majoring in sociology and social work. “This Summer Research Program 
has been a terrific opportunity for me to do something I care about,” she adds. 

Dana’s colleague Dana Suggs said, “Participating in this research project will 
give me a better understanding of  the complex organizational system that schools 
operate in and social workers must navigate every day. The experience conducting 
organizational research will also be useful to me in graduate school and in my 
social work career.” 

A double major in social work and 
sociology and an inductee into Alpha 
Kappa Delta, the sociology national honor 
society, Dana Suggs intends to become an 
elementary school social worker following 
her undergraduate and graduate careers. 

Dana has also applied her classroom 
knowledge throughout her undergraduate 
years volunteering for a number of  area 
organizations including AIDS Rochester 
and the College’s chapter of  Habitat for 
Humanity. She also has worked on the 
Clothesline Project and Tent City, helping 
address issues of  abuse and homelessness 
in Rochester. Dana will conclude 
her Brockport undergraduate career 

completing an internship with Catholic Charities of  Rochester, working with 
service coordinators helping those dealing with traumatic injuries, developmental 
disabilities and AIDS. 

Dana Stonebraker ’10

Dana Suggs  ’10

Financial Constraints on 
Excellence in Preschool 
Special Education

Your support can help our undergraduate scholars gain critical hands-on experience. To make a gift to support summer 
undergraduate research at The College at Brockport, visit www.brockport.edu/giving/online.gift and write in 
Summer Undergraduate Research in the comment field, or call the Office of  Alumni Relations and Development at 
(585) 395-2451 to learn more.
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Did you know when you entered Brockport that 
you wanted to be a writer and, if  so, what was it 
about the College that attracted you?

I’ve wanted to be a writer since elementary school, but I 
was briefly convinced I should pursue a more “practical” 
degree. By my second semester at Brockport, having 
taken a couple English classes, I knew I couldn’t convince 
myself  to major in anything else. For me, Brockport was 
initially a practical choice regarding distance from home 
and proximity to my job, but I was incredibly lucky to be 
exposed to the faculty here, all of  whom helped me focus 
and gave me inspiration.

How did your College at Brockport education 
help you on the road to becoming both author  
and professor?

I didn’t know I wanted to be a professor until graduate 
school, but even as an undergraduate I had a deep respect 
and admiration for the good ones, the engaging lecturers 
and the encouraging discussion leaders. One professor in 
particular, Wendy Brenner (now at the University of  
North Carolina, Wilmington), quickly became my mentor 
and set me on the road toward becoming a published 
writer. She taught me nearly everything I know about 
writing good fiction and navigating the “business.” Also, the 
environment of  Brockport became, for quite a while, my 
fictional milieu, because I was endlessly fascinated by the 
location and its people. Almost all my early short stories and 
my first novel are set in a fictional version of  Brockport.   

Derek Nikitas 
’97 earned a Bachelor of Science in English 
from The College at Brockport and currently is an 
assistant professor of creative writing at Eastern 
Kentucky University. He is the author of two books; his 
debut novel Pyres (St. Martin’s Minotaur 2007) was 
nominated for an Edgar Award for Best First Novel 
by an American Author, while The Long Division was 
released by Minotaur Books last October and has 
been reviewed in such publications as The New York 
Times, The Washington Post, and Publishers Weekly. 
Following is a conversation conducted via e-mail.



19

What value do you see in programs such as the 
Writers Forum and classes such as The Writer’s 
Craft that allow students to interact with authors?

I’ve seen lots of  college visiting writer venues, and I’ve 
yet to encounter a program as engaging as the Writers 
Forum. I can’t tell you how exciting it was to be able 
to interact with working, professional writers in our 
classroom. It was like being in the presence of  rock stars. 
More than that, it’s the only such program I know that 
fully maximizes a writer’s visit from a student’s point 
of  view. We read the books ahead of  time, discussed 
them in class, asked questions of  the author, and then 
attended the public reading. The Writers Forum is the 
English Department’s crown jewel. After I published my 
first novel, I came back to read for the Forum, just like I 
dreamed of  doing when I was sitting in the audience. It’s 
been my most rewarding experience as a writer yet, and I 
know at least one other alum, poet Mike Dockins ’99, 
felt similarly when he returned to the Forum as a writer.

To follow on that, can you discuss the role that 
Brockport faculty played in your development?

My first creative writing teachers in college were Terry 
Lehr and Paul Persia, both of  whom helped me channel 
whatever raw talent I had into something more respectable 
and affecting than the corny horror stuff  I was writing at 
the time. Persia took me to task; I even wound up with a 
“B” in my first creative writing class! He inspired me not to 
rest on my laurels. In Advanced Composition, Lehr taught 
me to respect the language and my sense of  audience just 
as much as the story I wanted to tell. Another professor who 
taught me self-discipline was Dr. Sachio Ashida of  the 
Psychology Department, a truly remarkable and inspiring 
human being. He will be dearly missed.  

In my last semester, Dr. Anne Panning, new to the 
department at the time, took me under her wing in an 
independent study and helped me refine many of  my 
writerly habits. She prepared me for graduate school and 
the challenges I would find there.

How important is it for your students to know that 
you have successfully been published? Was that 
inspirational when you were a student and do you 
see it now being on the other side?

It’s hard, and somewhat frightening, for me to imagine 
that any of  my students view me or my books with the 
same religious reverence I held for my published fiction 
writing professors and their books. These were people 
living the life I wanted to live. Sure, they let me know 
they were normal human beings, but those books made 
me hungry. My profs were also humble about their work 
and never dwelled on it in the classroom. I admired that 
humility and try to emulate it as much as I can. I’ve been 
teaching creative writing for 12 years now, and I’ve only 
had published novels for four of  those years. For me, 
there’s little difference in my approach now that I am 
published, but the distinction seems to be vitally important 
to some of  my students. If  I think back to my own 
experiences, I guess I understand why.

How often do you stay in touch with Brockport 
friends/mentors?

Not all of  them are still at 
Brockport, but certainly I keep  
in touch. I count English 
Professors Dr. Anne Panning  
and Dr. Ralph Black among 
my friends, especially since 
the years when I came back 
to Brockport after grad school 
and taught in the Delta College 
Program. During those years I 
taught a few of  my own creative 
writing classes for theEnglish  
Department and attended as 
many Writers Forum events 
as I could. I’m still very much in touch with my Delta 
College colleagues and several former students. And, of  
course, Brockport itself  continues to haunt and enliven my 
imagination.

Anne Panning, Associate Professor 
“Derek was one of  the first students I encountered when I 

began teaching at The College at Brockport in 1997. He was 
already writing wonderfully, and showed deep commitment to 
and passion for his craft. I knew someday he’d make his mark 
as a writer, and I’m thrilled to see the great level of  success he’s 
achieved.”

Theresa Lehr, Advanced Writing Instuctor
“What I remember most about him (Derek) was the fact that 

his writing was already advanced when he entered the class; a 
talent that few of  his course mates could claim. I was always 
entertained when I read the assignments he submitted; his 
writing style was engaging. I also remember his penchant for 
purple hair and a jaunty brimmed hat.”

Long Division was a 
Washington Post pick for 
a 2009 Best Book. 
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Twain’s advice, offered in the 19th century, 
continues to be good advice for today’s 21st 
century explorers in The College at Brockport’s 
Study Abroad program. 

“Students take away a great deal from a study 
abroad experience,” says Ralph Trecartin, 
PhD, director of  international education. “A boost 

in self-confidence, a broadened global and cross-
cultural understanding, and more developed intellect. But I 
think they come to the experience because it sounds like an 
adventure. And it is.”

For more than 44 years, The College at Brockport has 
offered a wide range of  opportunities for the student to 
explore their world. Besides being one of  the longest running 
study abroad programs, it is also one of  the top 10 in the 
country, based on the number of  students sent abroad each 
year. Today, the College offers 93 programs on six continents, 
including the latest — an environmental study experience in 
Antarctica. 

Trecartin says that once students decide to find out more 
about a study abroad program, they most often want to 
study where classes are taught in English. That approach, 
he says, has its plusses and minuses. “While we have the 
large portfolio of  programs in the UK, Australia and New 
Zealand along with an increasing number of  programs in 
non-English speaking countries being offered in English, I tell 
students that familiarity with another language will make them 
more marketable.” Trecartin also points out that knowledge 
of  another language offers a more direct access to a new 
culture when you can communicate with people in their own 
language. 

Questions of  program cost soon follow. Like traveling 
abroad in general, the cost of  a semester in another country 
depends on the country and city. Programs in less expensive 

countries such as Mexico and in less expensive cities such as 
Portsmouth in England will keep costs down. On the other 
hand a semester in London, Dublin or Sidney will cost more. 
The good news is that students still qualify for their financial 
aid packages and sometimes those can increase to help cover 
the additional expense of  the overseas program. Also, summer 
and winter sessions which are shorter in length, offer students 
a good introduction to the study abroad experience.

Internships
Many students choose a study abroad program to fit with 

their academic major. A number of  students also add an 
international internship as a great way to gain work experience 
in a company, organization, or agency affiliated with their 
own area of  study and interest. “An international internship 
is a great way for students to enhance their resumes,” says 
Trecartin. It’s also another way for students to more fully 
immerse themselves in another culture. 

Soha Salamah, a junior French and Spanish major 
from Niskayuna, NY, is about to embark on her third study 
abroad trip this summer. She’ll be going to Tours, France, to 
participate in a total immersion French language program. 
She also speaks a touch of  Arabic and has a minor in 
anthropology. As a freshman, Soha took her first study abroad 
trip to Mexico to hone her Spanish skills. She followed that 
up with a language and internship experience in Costa Rica, 
where she worked in a bilingual school and an orphanage. 
“My study abroad experiences have made me much more 
independent. I feel like there’s not much I can’t handle on my 
own,” she says. 

For more information about The College at Brockport’s 
Study Abroad programs, visit www.brockport.edu/
studyabroad.

Brockport Study 
Abroad Program  

Opens Doors
“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you didn’t  
do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines, sail away from the  
safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.”

                 — Mark Twain
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Poland Trip

Several hundred. That’s the 
number of  international students 
Vice President for Enrollment 
Management and Student Affairs 
Kathryn (Katy) Wilson envisions 
being on the Brockport campus not 
too many years down the road.

In particular, China, India, 
and South Korea as countries 
are exporting a large number of  

students. To help reach these prospective students the College 
recently launched a new Web site (http://www.brockport.
edu/international/) that better helps them navigate the 
issues surrounding studying in the US.

While attracting a greater number of  international students 
may help the College during a cycle of  population decline in 
Western New York, Wilson believes the greater value will be 
seen by everyone on campus.

Having a larger international presence “helps create a 
culturally diverse environment for all students and for faculty 
and staff,” Wilson said. “You can see it each year in the 
media how truly global we’re all becoming and that this next 
generation has to become global citizens and global business 
people in order to be successful.”

“It’s a win-win situation. International students get to sample 
this country and its wonderful for domestic students to see the 
broader world through the eyes of  these students,” she said.

The World Coming To Brockport

“I fell in love with Poland and hope to return soon,” said Mike 
Sullivan after returning from his “Experiencing the New Europe” 
summer program in Wroclaw, Poland. 

The three week program combining a course on the politics and culture 
of  Central Europe and an urban research seminar was a collaborative 
effort devised by Greg Garvey, professor of  English, and Leszeck 
Koczanowicz from the University of  Lower Selisia in Worclaw. 

The summer classroom extended to the streets of  Wroclaw, Prague, and 
Krakow where students learned through lectures, readings, and through 
active work in the field. In Wroclaw, students studied how the city made 
the transition from a German to a Polish city following WWII and the 
subsequent impact of  Soviet communism, and later, the Polish Solidarity 
movement. For the urban research seminar part of  the program, the 
students created a self-guided tour for tourists which was sold in Wroclaw’s 
Office of  Tourism. 

“The students got to know about the culture, the history, and the 
people’s way of  life,” said Koczanowicz.

— by Ly Nguyen
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September 23–26

The College aT BroCkporT

Homecoming 2010
Celebrating 175 Years

Homecoming brings together 
alumni, students, family and 
friends from across the country 
to celebrate Brockport. Head 
back to campus and enjoy 
the fall colors, catch up with 
friends, mingle with our current 
students, enjoy some Golden 
Eagle sports, help us celebrate 
the College’s 175th birthday, sit 
in on a class or two, join us at 
the president’s lobster bake, and 
congratulate our 2010 alumni 
award winners. 

’70s Reunion
’70s Reunion

July 9–11, 2010

Join us for the

For a schedule of events, visit www.brockport.edu/homecoming

For a schedule of events, visit www.brockport.edu/alumni

Come back to Brockport, see your friends, enjoy 
‘70s-related events and even stay in the dorms! A 
schedule of events is almost finalized!

Friday, July 9, 2010

10am-Noon............. Arrive and Check- In/Alumni House

Noon- 1:30 pm........Lunch/Tent at Alumni House

2pm or 3 pm ...........Campus Tours/Admissions, Rakov Center

2-4 pm ....................Open Recreation/Tuttle North

3 pm........................ Wine Tasting/Hilton Winery 
(will bus to and from)

6 pm........................ Canal Dinner Cruise/Colonial Bell, Fairport 
(will bus to and from)

Saturday, July 10,  2010

9am-Noon...............Brunch/Dining Hall on campus

11 am......................Campus Tour/Admissions, Rakov Center

1-7 pm ....................Spring In/Alumni Walk or Seymour Ballroom (rain)

7:30-9:30 pm ..........Food and Drinks/The Stoneyard, Brockport

Sunday, July 11, 2010

9-10:30 am .............Breakfast/Tent at Alumni House



Q: What do you get when you take 20 inexperienced 
undergraduate researchers, one deeply committed 
and enthusiastic professor and her undergraduate 
assistant, and a challenging and persistent issue  
that troubles nearly every college campus across  
the nation?  

 A: A Survey of Students at The College at 
Brockport to Assess Perceptions of Alcohol Use  
and Prevention on Campus.

Real Research with Real World Implications

First row, seated: Paul Kohan, Josh Fegley, Joan Spade, Christopher Shingleton, Sarah Allen
Standing: Stephanie Krossber, Melissa Alva, Lauren Carson, Heather DiGaetano, Ndubueze Imegi Christina Lovullo, Brian Kogut,  
Julia Southcott (teaching assistant), Pamela Zenns, Sheila Neil, Kathleen Davenport, Nicole Longheed, Rebecca Staudt, Jillian Canning, 
Quenton McKenzie, William Keenan
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In the fall of  2009, Joan Spade, PhD, 
professor and chair of  the Department 
of  Sociology,  transformed her research 
methods class from a timid group 
of  virtual strangers into a confident 
research team as they embraced a vital, 
semester-long research project. Using 
an e-mail survey, they queried their 
peers about perceptions around alcohol 
use, and alcohol prevention efforts and 
alternative alcohol programming on 
campus. The study, conducted on behalf  
of  Josh Fegley, coordinator of  health 
promotion and prevention services, 
resulted in more than 1,300 responses 
and a greater understanding of  attitudes 
toward drinking.

“This study is so much more 
comprehensive than one we might have 
paid ‘experts’ to conduct for us. The 
students brought a level of  insight to the 
survey that yielded incredibly valuable 
data. These findings will be a key factor 
in planning alcohol awareness training 
and late night activities for students,” 
Fegley said about the results. “This 
research will have an immediate and 
lasting impact on how we think about 
teaching students about the realities of  
alcohol use.”

About her class, Spade said, “I can’t 
express how proud it made me feel when 
this group of  students, who knew only 
about research methods in generalities, 
pulled together in a dynamic team to 
create a very credible research project, 
including advertising the project on 
campus. They sent their survey out to 
everyone on campus and analyzed the 
data, presenting the results of  their study 
to Fegley on the last day of  classes. They 
leave this class with some very valuable 
job skills. I think they did a terrific job, 
using what they learned in class on a 
real-world project.” 

“Last semester I learned an invaluable amount 
of information working on the research project 
in Dr. Spade’s class. Now I know that I would 
like to specialize in research in my field. It was 
a seemingly overwhelming project but we 
all came together and were very successful. 
It was great to see Mr. Fegley’s reaction. I 
believe that the information we gathered is 
going to be very helpful to the campus. This 
research class was great because it gave us 
the ability to learn skills, apply them in a real-
life situation and follow through with an entire 
project from start to finish.” 

Rebecca Staudt ’11, Sociology and  
Criminal Justice Major

“Dr. Spade’s research method’s class was a 
really great experience that allowed me to 
go step by step through the whole research 
process. Through the encouragement and 
guidance of Dr. Spade, the class collaborated 
to make decisions on the project. This 
experience gave me a chance to see a 
real-world application of research. Over 
springbreak Rebecca Stuadt and I will be 
presenting our research findings at the Eastern 
Sociological Society’s annual conference in 
Boston.” 

Melissa Alva ’10, Sociology Major

“This experience completely opened my mind 
to research. I now understand how research 
can uncover new information and how that 
information can be applied to solve real-world 
problems. We all felt a lot of responsbility 
taking on this project. It was more like working 
in the real world—not just another day in 
class.”

Brian Kogut ’10, Sociology and  
Criminal Justice Major
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In 1969, photographic images were recorded on silver-
based film and paper. ARPANET, an experiment connecting 
four computers, had yet to evolve into the network known 
as the Internet. That year grainy chiaroscuro television 
images showed Neil Armstrong taking “one giant leap for 
mankind.” The microprocessor made its debut and Nathan 
Lyons, photographer, writer, curator, and educator, founded 

Rochester’s Visual 
Studies Workshop, 
an educational and 
support center for 
photography and 
other media arts. 

Jump ahead 34 
years to 2003 when 
Tate Shaw arrived 
at the Visual Studies 
Workshop as a 
graduate student 
keen to learn more 
about artists and how 
they turn the book 
format into an art 
form. His interest 
in this specialized 
medium of  artistic 

expression began and was nurtured while an undergraduate 
at a small liberal arts college near Kansas City, MO. and later 
while working in an art gallery that displayed artists’ books. 

It was there, in 1999, that Shaw came upon Artists’ Books: A 
Critical Anthology and Sourcebook (1985) edited by Visual Studies 
Workshop’s Joan Lyons, founder of  VSW press and wife of  
Nathan. 

The work drew Shaw to Rochester to study with Joan Lyons 
and pursue his master’s degree at VSW. The experience would 
become much more. In less than five years he would not 
only earn his MFA, but he would ultimately become director 
of  the 41-year-old institution. (The College at Brockport 
MFA in Visual Studies at VSW is the only degree-granting 
program offered by VSW in conjunction with The College 
at Brockport. Since 1969, VSW has awarded more than 500 
MFA degrees through The College at Brockport and its earlier 
affiliation with The University of  Buffalo.)

But graduate study is only one of  VSW’s programs. VSW 
also offers summer and weekend courses, operates three 
exhibition galleries, sponsors lectures and film screenings. 
All of  this makes the Visual Studies Workshop one of  the 
world’s premier institutions for the study of  the visual images 
in its many forms — photographs, film, video, books and 
digital media. And 41 years of  supporting materials (prints, 
slides, books, magazines, films) have also made VSW both a 
researcher’s treasure trove and a director’s challenge. 

“We have 800,000 print, slide and negative images; 25,000 
books, 5,000 artists’ books and small press volumes, and 
thousands of  periodicals. I’m working on how to make all 
these resources available, getting them archived and digitized 
so that this cultural history won’t be lost,” Shaw said. 

Preserving the past is only one of  Shaw’s challenges. 

Changing. Changing. Changing.

New Visual Studies Workshop Director - Looks Back, Looks Forward

Tate Shaw, VSW Director



27

Nurturing current artists and helping 
to put their work in the spotlight is one 
of  his opportunities.  “Having Nathan 
and Joan Lyons on the VSW Board of  
Trustees ensures that we retain a solid 
institutional memory and mission and 
continue to focus on the artist and the 
art. At the same time we’re making that 
art visible and accessible using current 
technologies and venues,” Shaw said.

Much of  what is offered in the 
classroom can now be found online.  A 
visit to the virtual VSW at www.vsw.
org provides access to online courses, 
galleries, bookstore, and Afterimage: 
The Journal of  Media Arts and Cultural 
Criticism, a bi-monthly publication 
edited by Karen vanMeenen that 
is internationally recognized as an 
important voice in the photography, 
film, video and visual book community.

 Shaw also is bringing art to the street 

this year. A commissioned work of  
public art created by video artist Adam 
Frank is scheduled to go on display 
this summer as part of  ArtWalk 2, a 
permanent urban art trail connecting 
the arts centers and public spaces 
within the Neighborhood Of  The Arts 
(NOTA). (ARTWalk is an interactive 
outdoor museum, located on University 
Avenue between the Memorial Art 

Gallery and the George Eastman 
House.) The display of  Frank’s work will 
be shown on an LED screen located just 
outside VSW’s doors on the corner of  
Prince Street and University Avenue.

This summer, VSW will host the 
Photo-Bookworks Symposium, July 1-3, 
a photo book symposium produced in 
conjunction with the Dryden Theatre 
at George Eastman House, Rochester 
Institute of  Technology, Booksmart 

Studios and Xerox Corporation. “We 
hope to draw a lot of  independent 
artists who live here to help them put 
their books out as well as a good group 
of  thinkers, collectors and critics,” said 
Shaw

“This is an interesting time for 
the image. We are thinking globally 
about media in our culture and access. 
Archiving is a big concern, especially 
archiving digital images. What will we 
keep? How will we preserve it? Things 
are changing, changing, changing,”  

Nathan Lyons, 
photographer, 
writer, curator, and 
educator, founded 
Rochester’s Visual 
Studies Workshop, 
an educational and 
support center for 
photography and 
other media arts. 
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Q. How long have you taught at Brockport? 

A. I started here in 1971.

Q. Describe a Brockport math student.  
A.  Our students — both undergraduates and graduates — are excellent, and they’re exciting to teach. I think 

they’re equivalent to students at the University of  Rochester and Cornell. 

Q.  Why is it important to encourage students to study math and science? 

A.  All disciplines utilize mathematics somehow. Math is essential to creating models and predicting trends and 
outcomes. It’s an essential tool for problem solving.

Q.  You and your colleagues have done something pretty 
amazing to support students. Can you tell me about that? 

A.  In 2001, we applied for and got our first National Science Foundation grant for 
scholarships for juniors, seniors and graduate students in mathematics and computer 
science. That first grant was for $283,000. Since then we’ve expanded to include 
physics and also freshmen and sophomores. To date, we’ve received four grants from 
the NSF totaling more than $1.8 million. We now support 60 students per year with 
an average scholarship of  about $5,200, which makes an enormous difference for our 
students. The current grant will continue through the spring of  2013.

Q.  What’s the impact of these scholarships? 

A.  Our students are not wealthy. Part of  the purpose of  these grants is to get students 
off  the treadmill of  odd jobs, so that they can concentrate on their studies. Before the 
scholarships, there was a disturbing trend of  students not graduating or not graduating 
on time. The graduation rate for our scholarship students is now up to 95 percent. 
Scholarship students are encouraged to live in the Mathematics and Science Living 
Learning Community and we mentor them to make sure that they stay on track. 

Q.  A Brockport alum recently started a scholarship in your 
name, is that right? 

A.  Yes, it’s the Dr. Sanford S. Miller Award for Student Research and Academic Excellence in 
Mathematics, started by one of  my former students Bob Baden ’79, who is also a Brockport 
Foundation member. My wife and I are also contributing to the scholarship and hope to see it reach 
endowed status. Bob supports several other scholarships, including one in mathematics in memory 
of  his brother Charles.

Q.  If a donor was considering a scholarship in mathematics, what 
would you want him or her to know?

A.  You hear a lot about the shortage of  jobs in higher education but there are just about no unemployed 
PhDs in math. This is a great field and there are more jobs than there are people to fill them. 
Supporting math and science students is great for our students and important for our society.

To learn more about the Brockport NSF Scholarship programs, visit www.brockport.
edu/pmacs and www.brockport.edu/bpmacs.

Sanford Miller Professor of Mathematics, Director of the National 
Science Foundation Grants for Physics, Mathematics and Computer Science Scholarships

 Q Q AA 
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 Q Q AA Chris Leichtweis ’83   CEO, Safety and Ecology 
                                          Corporation, Brockport Foundation Board of Directors

Q. Where are you from originally? 

A. Olean, New York 

Q. How did you choose Brockport?  

A.  It’s a long story. In high school, I was a state wrestling champion. I went to the University of  Florida on 
an athletic scholarship, but they eliminated the program after a year. My wrestling career was suddenly 
over. Title IX was applied to Florida’s program, changing the landscape of  college sports. 

Q. Then what? 

A.   I spent a semester at Hofstra, but that wasn’t for me either. I went home feeling pretty devastated. My 
best friend was going to Brockport and he was very happy. I thought it was worth checking out.

Q. What made Brockport click for you? 

A.  Brockport was my third school in 18 months. I had gone from being a star athlete to not 
knowing what I would do next. Brockport made me feel welcome. My professors were very 
generous and gave me a chance to start over. 

Q. Your degree is in… physics? 

A.  I intended to major in chemistry, but Dr. Mac (the late Professor of  Physics Richard 
Mancuso, PhD) convinced me to switch to physics. He brought physics to life with his 
“Physical Feeling for the Sciences” show — a sort of  physics magic show he did. Mac 
was very special as a professor and as a friend. He took the time to tutor me in some of  
the more difficult courses.

Q. What did you do after Brockport?

A.  I got a job as a health physicist with a company in Niagara Falls that processed uranium 
in the 40s and 50s as part of  the Manhattan Engineering District Project of  the Atomic 
Energy Commission. I worked at these industrial sites around the country and gravitated to 
a company called Bechtel National Inc, in Oak Ridge, TN, and worked for this employer 
for about six and a half  years. Then I decided to start my own company. At the age of  31, 
I was working out of  my basement. It was a real leap of  faith.

Q. And today?  

A.  I live in Knoxville, TN, with my family. I am the CEO of  Safety and Ecology Corporation
(SEC), which is headquartered in Knoxville. I also am the president of  Homeland Security Capital 
Corporation (HOMS), which is SEC’s parent company. We have about 500 employees and clean up 
nuclear sites across the country and in the UK.

Q. What’s your connection to Brockport now?  

A.  As I’ve gotten older, I’ve realized the value of  my Brockport education. Giving back is very important 
to me. My family and I support research scholarships — the Dr. Richard Mancuso Undergraduate 
Research Award in Physics — and others. I’ve also joined the Brockport Foundation, which is an 
exciting challenge for me. I’m looking forward to making a difference for Brockport so the College can 
keep making a difference for students — like it did for me. 
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                            Never Say,         “Just a Volunteer”
Bunny Skirboll: A Life Built           Around Friendship

alumni news

When you first meet Bunny (Bernice) Skirboll ’79, the first thing 
you notice is that she is tiny — not just petite — but truly tiny. The 
second thing that strikes you is that she is the most stylish woman in the 
room, perfectly polished and chic from head to toe. For a moment, you 
try to reconcile this impression — her doll-like proportions and spot-on 
fashion sense with her reputation for tackling one of  our community’s 
toughest challenges on behalf  of  a population that virtually had no voice. 

Bunny, the founder of  Compeer, has brightened the future for 
thousands struggling with mental illness and has inspired countless 
community volunteers to give of  their time, compassion and friendship 
to those most in need. As you read Bunny’s story of  personal courage, 
deep gratitude, and profound commitment to give to others that which 
had been so generously given to her, you can’t help but be moved by her 
drive to improve the quality of  life for others through simple friendship.

In 1965, a young mother with two small children, Bunny was in a 
serious car accident that left her in intensive care for weeks. With badly 
broken bones and internal injuries, Bunny’s recovery was slow and 
painful but she says she had time to “reflect, observe, and pray.” It was 
then that she vowed that if  she survived, she would use her life to make a 
difference in society. 

Without family in town to turn to for help, Bunny and her family 
found themselves instead supported by a network of  loyal friends and 
neighbors who visited daily, sent cards, flowers, and gifts, watched the 
children, and even helped with the most ordinary tasks — helping Bunny 
wash her hair and put on makeup — daily activities that we take for 
granted. Lifelong friendships were forged during Bunny’s recovery, as 
was the notion that friendship can play a crucial role in healing both the 
mind and the body. 

After her recuperation, Bunny attended The College at Brockport 
and majored in social work. She found herself  drawn to the mental 
health field and, through Brockport, she completed an internship at the 
Rochester Psychiatric Center. There she encountered patients who spent 
their days in idleness, watching television and smoking cigarettes with 
very few visitors or friends. The emptiness she witnessed planted a seed. 
Friendship had been so crucial to her own recovery that it seemed only 
logical that it could make a significant difference for people with mental 
illness. 

In 1975, Bunny was hired as the part-time director of  Adopt-A-
Patient, a program that served patients at the Rochester Psychiatric 
Center, and began to put her passionate beliefs into practice. However, 
her new role was not without challenges. Faced with 1,500 patients in 
need of  services, just six volunteers and a budget of  $3,500, she had her 
work cut out for her. 

Thus began an endless cycle of  grant-writing, advocating, partnering 
with mental health professionals, and the constant search for volunteers. 

Compeer: 1. a person of equal status or rank; a peer               2. A comrade, companion, or associate
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                            Never Say,         “Just a Volunteer”
Bunny Skirboll: A Life Built           Around Friendship

Building on the Adopt-A-Patient model, Bunny ultimately 
founded Compeer, which matches individual volunteers with 
those challenged by mental illness. Each volunteer commits 
to spend one hour a week for at least a year with his or her 
friend. Matches are made based on age and gender, as well as 
likes and interests. Volunteers also receive extensive training 
and have the support of  Compeer professional staff. Once 
Compeer was up and running in Rochester, additional offices 
were set up across New York State. A grant from the National 
Institute of  Mental Health (NIMH) provided the resources for 
national expansion. 

Today, Compeer programs in New York State serve nearly 
5,000 people with more than 83,000 hours of  volunteer 
time each year. The program is recognized as a best practice 
model by the American Psychiatric Association (APA) and 

has been adopted across the country and around the world. 
Annual surveys indicate that Compeer is both restorative and 
preventative: patients report feeling much less isolated and 
lonely, have improved self-esteem, are engaged in healthy 
decision making, and require less crisis intervention. 

Compeer has expanded over the decades to meet the 
changing needs of  society, including programs for children of  
incarcerated parents, telephone outreach, and others. It also is 
a model mental health organization with nearly 100 locations 
in the US, Canada and Australia. 

To learn more about Bunny’s journey and Compeer, visit 
www.compeer.org or www.urpress.com to obtain a copy 
of  Compeer: Recovery Through the Healing Power of  Friends.

Compeer is always looking for volunteers who can devote one hour per week 
(for a year) to be a friend to someone challenged by mental illness. Compeer 

offers state-of-the-art training and matches volunteers with individuals of the same gender, similar age and with similar likes and 
interests. Other volunteer opportunities are also available for those who cannot make an extended commitment. Visit www.compeer.
org to learn more. 

A Lasting Legacy of Caring
1982 Compeer receives the Presidential Recognition Award from the US Department of Health and Human Services.

1983 Compeer receives the Certification of Significant Achievement Award from the American Psychiatric Association.

1984 President Ronald Reagan gives Compeer a Presidential Volunteer Action Award Citation.

1989  President George Bush presents the Presidential Volunteer Service Award to Compeer.  Newsweek runs a special report on 
Compeer, “The Power of Friendship.”

1992 Compeer establishes its first overseas program in Rotterdam, the Netherlands.

1996 Compeer establishes its first affiliate in Australia.

1997 Point of Light Foundation chooses Compeer as a Connect America Partner.

2002 Compeer receives the Eli Lilly Reintegration Award for social integration.

2005  An American Psychological Association task force highlights the Compeer model as a best practice for recovery in its 
publication, “Training and Best Practices for Recovery and Improved Outcomes for People with Serious Mental Illness.”

2006 Compeer: Recovery Through the Healing Power of Friends, edited by Bernice Skirboll, published.

2007  Compeer developed collaborative relationships with Mark Salzer, PhD, at UPENN Collaborative on Community Integration and 
Substance Abuse & Mental Health Administration, US Department of Health and Human Services.

2009 Compeer became a collaborating sponsor of National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day in Washington, DC.

If You Care, You Qualify  

Compeer: 1. a person of equal status or rank; a peer               2. A comrade, companion, or associate



1232

Class notes

For more information on all of these alumni and friends,  
visit www.brockport.edu/alumni/classnotes. Class Notes 
are published monthly as part of the E-Newsletter.

1950s
Richard Schweichler ’50 
recently retired as chairman of the 
Physical Therapy Department of 
Daemen College.

1960s
William H. Zimmerli ’62 received 
the Professional of the Year 
Administrative Award in April 
from the American Association 
for Health Education. Zimmerli 
is a tenured full professor of 
public health at Fort Valley State 
University.

Ellen Polimeni ’63 will retire in 
June from the Canandaigua City 
School District.

Bob Westcott ’63, and his wife 
Joanne ‘68, recently retired and 
now reside in Florida.

James E. Meyer ’66 will be 
honored as a recipient of the 
prestigious Gilbert Tilles Award, 
which recognizes an individual 
whose unique qualities further the 
goals of philanthropy, motivates 
others through leadership to 
participate in philanthropic 
endeavors, and compels personal 
commitment of time, effort, and 
financial resources to one or more 
not-for-profit organizations.   

Anjani (Marie) Cirillo ’67 
has been chosen as Woman of 
the Year in her community in 
Sebastian, FL.  

J. Pat Deyle ’67 retired in 2007 
as manager of marketing and 
sales at Hy-Tech Machine Inc. in 
Pittsburgh, PA. 

Peggy Deyle ’67 is still operating 
her Collectable Teddy Bears 
business and is living at Raquette 
Lake, NY. 

1970s
Glen A. Anderson ’72 has retired 
from Barnstable Public Schools 
in Massachusetts and is now 
an educational consultant and 
motivational speaker “sharing 
wisdom with humor.”

Bob Casullo ’73 will serve as 
assistant head coach, special-
teams coordinator and tight ends 
coach of the Syracuse University 
football team.

Gayle La Salle ’73 published her 
first book, titled Pearls from My 
Tante – Life lessons you won’t 
learn in the classroom.  LaSalle 
also is the owner of LaSalle 
Consulting and Training. 

Ken Gaiser ‘74 has retired after 
serving for 35 years in public 
education. 

Nancy Hewitt ’74 will be serving 
as the Pitt Professor of American 
History at Cambridge University, 
England, from July 2009 through 
June 2010. Hewitt will be on leave 
from Rutgers University, where 
she is professor of history and 
women’s studies.

Paul Pape ‘74 has been elected 
to the Board of Directors of the 
Screen Actors Guild Foundation.

Richard Vega ’74 retired from 
his post as Inspector General of 
Rochester 

Dan Zachofsky ’74 had his 
fourth book published in May, 
Collecting Baseball Memorabilia: 
A Handbook, second edition. 

Daniel M. Foro ’75 is Deputy 
Commissioner for the Division 
of Criminal Justice Services in 
Albany.  

Kathryn Gaspar Going ’75 was 
featured in the “Artist Spotlight” 
in the Sunday, August 23, edition 
of the Rochester Democrat & 
Chronicle.

Bonnie V. Buongiorne ’76 is the 
founder of Ray of Light Farm Inc., 
in East Haddam, CT, a non-profit 
animal rescue and animal-assisted 
therapy center committed to 
helping people make a positive 
connection with life through 
animals. 

Craig Conway ’76 has joined the 
board of directors at eMeter, the 
leader in Smart Grid Management 
software. 

Jerry Corigliano ’76 has been 
inducted into the Rome, NY, Sports 
Hall of Fame for a lifetime of 
excellence in sports.

Dave Evans ’77 has been 
appointed a strategic advisor at 
Webtech, a social media advisory 
firm.

Judith A. Treu ’77 is a research 
associate at the Yale Prevention 
Research Center, working on 
health promotion projects (nutrition 

and physical activity) for children 
and adults.

Audrey Cooper ‘78 has been 
selected for the Hilton High School 
Alumni Hall of Fame.  

Craig Avery ’78, owner of 
Erdo Development LLC,  is a 
program instructor for the Young 
Entrepreneurs Academy, which 
teaches middle and high school 
students how to start and run their 
own businesses.

Paul Barsky ’78, former WYSP 
Philadelphia radio personality, 
is now doing afternoon drive 
at CBS Radio Sports KRLD-FM 
105.3, The Fan/Dallas. His resume 
includes stints at several stations 
in Philadelphia, Houston, and 
Chicago. 

Roger Crosley ’78 recently 
received the 2009 Jack Grinold 
SID/Media Award for “a person 
who promotes the game of 
football above the ordinary,” from 
MasterSports, an organization that 
raises money to provide college 
scholarships to underprivileged 
potential college football players.  

Sharon Glennon ’79 is the new 
executive director of The Arsenal 
Center for the Arts in Watertown, 
MA.

Robert Gross ’78 has retired after 
a 26-year career with AT&T. 

1980s
Elliott M. Portman ’80 and his 
wife, Carol Funk Portman ‘82, 
celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary on June 24.

Wilma Lemcke Slominski ’80, 
who sings under the name Ann 
Mitchell, will perform a musical 
tribute to Judy Garland. Visit Ann’s 
Web site: NEWS page at http://
www.annsings.com.

Dan Orbaker ’83 was named 
New York’s Small School Coach of 
the Year for Soccer. He has been 
the boys’ varsity soccer coach for 
24 seasons at Holley High School. 

William Shelp ’83 has been 
working rural route delivery for the 
US Postal Service. He now covers 
the Olean, Scio, Andover and Cuba 
areas.

Kara T. Murray ’85 was promoted 
in July to the rank of Colonel in the 
Army Nurse Corps.

Julie McKee Rowe ’85 has 
been appointed to the position of 
pottery studio coordinator at the 
new Clayton Community Center in 
Clayton, NC.  

Michael Seinberg ’85 has joined 
the staff at The New York State 
Dispute Resolution Association 
(NYSDRA) as the marketing/
communications specialist.  

Vincent  Wenger ’85 won the 
XXX Atomic Chicken Wing Contest 
in the National Chicken Wing 
Festival in Buffalo.

Jorge Garcia ’87 is the first 
Hispanic elected official in the 
state of Texas. Garcia is a financial 
consultant and justice of the peace 
in Hot Springs.

Melissa McMahon ’88 has been 
named the chief program officer 
of the Alzheimer’s Association, 
Central New York Chapter.   

Lisa Sanford ’89 has been named 
as the new Hornell High School 
principal.  

1990s
Patrick Ashley ’90 was the 
featured artist in the Democrat & 
Chronicle ROCnow for his clock, 
The Keene named after a town 
in the Adirondacks and featuring 
contrasting woods.

Maria Connie Castaneda ’90 
was officially sworn in on July 6 as 
mayor of the Village of Brockport.

Sheila L. Sutton-Pickett ’90, 
fraud investigator for State Farm 
Insurance, has been recognized 
by Cambridge Who’s Who for 
showing dedication, leadership, 
and excellence in all aspects of 
claims investigation.

Maureen “Meme” Yanetsko ’90 
has been named chief operating 
officer of the Greater Olean Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Kymberly Bailey ’92, a senior 
search consultant at Cochran, 
Cochran & Yale LLC, was honored 
at the 15th annual Rochester 
Business Journal “Forty Under 40” 
awards.  

Kristin A. Crage ’92 has had her 
first novel, Between Humans and 
Animals, published. The story is 
unique and one she developed 
over a nine-year period with an 
incredible amount of research.

Mariellen Cupini ’93 founded 
Stepping Stones Learning Center 
in 1994. Fifteen years later, the 
center is serving 500 families 
through more than a half-dozen 
different programs and works with 
preschoolers, and provides support 
services to families with children 
from ages three to 21.  

Jim Mann ’93 serves as vice 
president of software development 
and customer services for BCC 
Software.

Amy Gannon ‘94 is the assistant 
day program director of the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Central 
New York Chapter.  

Sonja Livingston ’93/’97  recently 
won the Association of Writers 
and Writing Programs (AWP) Book 
Award for Nonfiction. The book, 
Ghostbread, was written about 
child poverty in New York State. 

Steve Rosenberg ’94 received 
his commercial pilot’s license in 
June. Rosenberg also is entering 
his third year as an assistant 
principal at Kingwood High School 
in Kingwood, TX. 

Thomas W. Ryan ’94 was 
selected for the Baltimore Police 
City SWAT Team in September 
2008. Ryan also has completed 
two SWAT schools and a Tactical 
Maritime Assault School.

Brenda Tremblay ’94 has taken 
over as the morning radio host at 
WXXI, Rochester. Tremblay sings in 
the Rochester Oratorio Society and 
directs a church choir in Brockport. 

Scott Hirschler ’95 has been 
named new principal at Scribner 
Road Elementary School in 
Penfield.

Tom Holmes ’95 recently released 
a full-length collection of poems, 
Henri, Sophie & The Hieratic Head 
of Ezra Pound: Poems Blasted from 
the Vortex, from BlazeVox books.  

Kari Henderson ’96 was 
promoted to assistant office 
manager at Pinckney Hugo Group 
in Central New York. 

Mike Mellace ’96, chief 
executive officer of Mellace Family 
Brands, is working with Renewable 
Choice to reduce its environmental 
footprint by supporting carbon 
reduction projects.  
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Josh Bouk ’97, vice president 
of customer services at Veramark 
Technologies Inc., was honored 
at the 15th annual Rochester 
Business Journal “Forty Under 40” 
awards.  

Irene Fink ’97 has been 
promoted to director of television 
programming at WXXI. She will 
be responsible for programming 
strategy and scheduling on WXXI’s 
television stations and on City 12.

Maria Thomas Fisher ’97/’02, 
the 311 project leader for the City 
of Rochester, was honored at the 
15th annual Rochester Business 
Journal “Forty Under 40” awards.  

Mark Wilson ’97 has been hired 
to serve the dual role of dean of 
students and athletic director at 
Potsdam High School. 

Thomas J. Wisnieski ’97 is 
director of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Gulf Coast 
Veterans Health Care System in 
Biloxi.

Jennifer Arbore ’98, a partner 
at Eldredge, Fox & Porretti LLP, 
was honored at the 15th annual 
Rochester Business Journal “Forty 
Under 40” awards.  

Kevin Crosby ’99 is with the 
Department of Homeland Security’s 
National Protection and Programs 
Directorate as a correspondence 
analyst in Washington, DC.

Douglas R. Smith ’99 is an 
associate at Kloss, Stenger & 
LoTempio. He earned his Juris 
Doctorate from the University at 
Buffalo Law School in 2008 and 
is registered to practice before 
the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office.

Chris Vernam ’99 is the assistant 
director of financial aid at Alfred 
State College.  

2000s
Mary Ellen (Enigk) Jones ’00 
is assistant athletic director for 
compliance for Bobcat Sports at 
Texas State University.

Jennifer Martlew ’00, a senior 
audit manager at Insero & Co. 
CPAs PC, was honored at the 15th 
annual Rochester Business Journal 
“Forty Under 40” awards.  

Charity Nothnagle ’00 recently 
started her own small business 
running a few softball leagues. For 
more information on the leagues 
and who they are, please visit 
www.rocsoftball.com.

Jay Wegman ’00, the vice 
president of Wegman’s Inc., 
was honored at the 15th annual 
Rochester Business Journal “Forty 
Under 40” awards.  

Steve Williams ’00 will leave 
his baseball coaching position and 
pursue his career as a principal 
at the Chopticon School (MD).  
Williams led the Braves to the 
best record in the county while 
being named All-County Coach of 
the Year.

Joshua Smith ’01 is manager 
of HE Turner Funeral Homes 
in Batavia. The family-owned 
business recently purchased 
another funeral business in 
Oakfield.

Alyssa M. Zale-Srivastava 
’01/’06 was appointed interim 
CEO at Texas Panhandle Family 
Planning & Health Centers.

Eric Wheeler ’02 is the curator 
at the Strong National Museum of 
Play in Rochester. 

Mike Foki ’03 recently graduated 
from Nazareth College with an 
MS in Education and is teaching 
English with the JET Program in 
Koga, Japan.

Jay Grasso ’03 was elected to a 
third, two-year term as Genesee 
County legislator for District 5. 

Todd Pipitone ’03 has 
successfully completed the 
Examination for Accreditation 
in Public Relations, allowing 
him to use the APR professional 
designation as the marketing 
coordinator for the Hillside Family 
of Agencies.

Adam Winslow ’03 was named 
manager of Hockey Operations 
with the Rochester Americans 
of the American Hockey League 
(AHL).

Akiko Kishida ’05 published a 
book about body conditioning for 
dancers in Japan.

Simon Solomon ’05 recently 
married Karisna Andra. Simon is 
employed as sports supervisor 
for the City of Oxford Parks and 
Recreation.

Corey Moran ’06 accepted a new 
position at WVHT Hot 100.5 in 
Virginia Beach, VA. 

Anthony D’Ambra ’07, a former 
NCAA Division III All-America 
wrestler and captain for two 
seasons at The College at 
Brockport, is the new Spencerport 
High School varsity wrestling 
coach. D’Ambra was the school’s 
varsity “B” wrestling coach last 
year. 

Todd Cavanaugh ’07 graduated 
with an MBA from the Rochester 
Institute of Technology and 
recently accepted a position as 
the executive director of BASIC 
College Ministries.

Katie Marcella ’07, assistant 
women’s basketball coach at 
Keuka College last season, has 
been named Keuka’s head men’s 
and women’s cross country coach.

Kory Merritt ’07, an award-
winning cartoonist and past winner 
of the John Locher Memorial 
Award, will present “Espresso 
Yourself” for children entering 
grade six and older.  

Karen Howard ’08 was one of 
25 artists featured at the Corn 
Hill Arts Festival as part of the 
festival’s first Emerging Artists 
Expo. Howard is a designer of 
graphic comic books who crafts 
her work online. 

Ronald Ruffino ‘09 has been 
hired by Gaines Kriner Elliott LLP, 
a certified public accounting and 
business advisory firm with offices 
in Amherst and East Aurora. He 
will join the firm’s Tax Practice 
Group as a staff accountant.

Weddings
Valerie Wojtowicz ’92 married 
Robert Moody ’92 on August 22, 
2009.

Jason Kozak ‘97 married Jennifer 
Ann Dempsey on May 12, 2007.

John Chajka ’00 married Kristin 
Ault on September 26.

Jorja E. Hammill ‘00 married 
Michael C. Fahy on October 10.

Tara Margaret Higgins ’01 
married Brian James Morrissey on 
May 16.  

Alyssa M. Zale ’01/’06 married 
Ajay Srivastava on August 2, 2008.

Sean Daniel Caswell ’03 
married Jennifer DeHollander on 
August 22. 

Ryann Celentano’03 married 
Pierce Redmond on June 26.

John F. Scanlan III ’03 married 
Jessica E. Oetinger on March 7, 
2009.

Kara Palmer ’05 married Kevin 
Hall on January 31, 2009.

Melissa Carey ’07/’09 married 
Joseph Kostrzebski on July 25, 
2009.

Jessica Davis ‘07 married Daniel 
Nicholson on June 19, 2009.

Krysia Ann Golino ’07 married 

Jonathan William Mager on May 
23, 2009. 

Valerie Peters ’07 married 
Andrew Fox ’07 on September 
19, 2009.

Allison Anderson ’08 married 
Patrick Slagle ’07.

Stefanie Platt ’08 married 
Christopher Resetarits on August 
15, 2009.

Becky Tarbell ’08 married Arik 
Andrysiak on June 20, 2009.

Lisa Staiber ’08 married Terence 
Kaufman on June 28, 2009.

Brighid Leavy ’09 married James 
Simonds on November 21, 2009.

Births
Kelly Leuer Bisciotti ’01 and 
husband, Tony, announce the birth 
of their son, Christian Antonio, 
born March 16, 2009.

Sally Barton Dingee ’99 and 
husband, Dean, welcomed a son, 
Connor Patrick Dingee, on February 
21, 2009. He joins big sister, Anna, 
two-years old.  

Denise Brennan Faulkner ’97 
and husband, Tom, celebrated 
the birth of twins, Norah Grace 
and Brian Thomas, on October 13, 
2009. 

Christopher Green ’95 and wife, 
Michelle, announce the birth of 
their son, Townson Michael Green, 
on July 28, 2009.   

Jason Kozak ‘97 and wife, 
Jennifer, announce the birth of 
their first child, a daughter, Jacklin 
Kozak, on July 19, 2009. 

Steve Lenox ’97 and wife, Lauren, 
proudly announce the birth of their 
son, Matthew James Lenox, on 
July 26. He joins big brother, Alex.

Janine C. Little Mosher ’00 and 
husband, Kevin, announce the birth 
of their daughter, Ashlyn Christine, 
born April 25, 2009.

Daniel Olsen ’96 and wife, 
Jennifer, announce the birth of 
triplets, Brooke, Jake and Derik, on 
September 23, 2009.

Robin Randall Cunningham 
’98 and Bryan Cunningham ’99 
celebrated the birth of their second 
son, Jason Louis, on March 31, 
2009. 

Linda Ruggles ’87/’89 announces 
the birth of a daughter, Ava Rose, 
on May 27, 2007.

Lori Case-Simpson ’96 and 
husband, John, announce the birth 
of their daughter, MyLee Stella, 

born on, June 8, 2009. MyLee joins 
big sister, Mia Elizabeth.

Mike Suzik ‘92 and wife, Becky, 
announce the birth of their son, 
Colin Michael, born June 13, 2009. 
He joins big sisters, Abbey, age 
seven, and Emma, age six.

Matthew Wright ‘03 and 
Jennifer L. Simmons Wright ‘03 
announce the birth of their first 
child, Kelsey Morgan, born March 
27, 2009.

Deaths

Alumni
Nora Tripp ’42 
Rachel G. Lunkenheimer ’44 
George Hunt ’46 
Martha K. Shepard ’46
Virginia T. Arnold ’47
Marianne P. Hunt ’47
Dr. Robert S. Zimmer ’47 
John R. Pedersen ’50
Dr. Harold G. Emmerson ’51 
Jean Ransley ’51 
Anita M. Williams ’52 
Helen Harris ’53 
Ersilia Ambrosi LePore ’53
Herbert Reiter ’53
June Toscano ’53 
Robert R. Cobbett ’54
Vincent J. Cali ’56
Raymond Woodard ’59 
William L. Cass ’61
John Elmer Boston ’62
John M. Friedrich ’70 
Kristy Harris ’71 
Edward F. Black ’76 
John W. Convertino ’76
David P. Phoenix ’77
Stephen Quenville ’79 
Mary Donnelly ’81
Martin L. Kilinski ’84
Peter A. Camman ’92
Amy MacMichael ’92 
Shannon Milius ’92
Heather L. Mallozzi ’94
Lance Julian ’94

Emeritus
Sachio Ashida
Claude S. Cornish
Richard V. Mancuso

Friends
Jean Bobear 
Harry Sentiff 
Doris M. Sabourin 
Arthur Teamerson

Staff
George Cond
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The Hall of Heritage is the 
Association’s most prestigious 
award, designed to honor 
alumni who have distinguished 
themselves by their exceptional 
contributions to the Alumni 
Associations and/or College 
and/or community and/or have 
shown outstanding professional 
achievement.

Roy Bubb ’53/’62 returned as an 
educator to The College at Brockport 
in 1961, where he taught for 25 years 
and worked tirelessly to ensure the best 
learning environment for his students. 
He helped develop a simulation 
program, “Teaching Problems 
Laboratory,” which was named one 
of  the four best projects of  1967-68 
by the National College Association 
and published by IBM’s Science 
Research Associates. He organized the 
Ella Potote Ashworth Departmental 
Scholar Award in Education and 
Human Development and the Charles 

J. Ashworth Memorial Scholarship 
in the Department of  Business and 
Economics. He chaired on several 
college wide committees, including 
the development for a Certification 
Ceremony for the Department in 
1980, which is currently celebrating 
its 30th year. He also funded the Roy 
Bubb Award in 1982. He is a founding 
member of  the Western Monroe 
Historical Society and the Clarendon 
Historical Society. His book, “Visions 
from a White Mountain Palette – Life and 
Times of  Charles A. Hunt (1852-1915),” 
received second place for history 
and art from the New England Book 
Festival in 2008. Bubb earned his 
Bachelor’s (1953) and Master’s (1962) 
degrees in education from Brockport.

Ronald Clark ’54 served as a 
Marine Corps Officer for 23 years. 
During that time, he was awarded 
more than 40 medals, decorations 
and commendations, including two 
Purple Hearts and the President’s 

Medal for Distinguished Service. While 
serving in the Marine Corps, Clark 
developed a program to help military 
personnel on active duty to be trained 
in vocations and skills beyond their 
military training. For his effort, he 
received a joint Commendation from 
the President of  the Republic of  China 
and the President of  the United States. 
While assigned as the Executive Officer 
of  the NROTC Unit, Clark helped 
establish and lead the President’s 
Youth Opportunity Program with the 
Boy Scouts of  America, for which he 
received a Letter of  Commendation 
from the White House. Three years 
ago, Clark participated in a trip to 
Uganda, where he helped improve the 
health conditions of  a local orphanage. 
He also met with the Ugandan 
Minister of  Health to help prevent 
the spread of  AIDS/HIV through 
education. Clark earned a Bachelor of  
Science in Education from Brockport 
in 1954.
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Honors for Outstanding Service 
Award is designed to honor those 
who have given outstanding 
service to the Alumni Association 
and/or College and/or given 
outstanding community service 
and/or shown outstanding 
professional achievement.

Louis Avino Sr. ’49 attended The 
College at Brockport with the help of  
the GI Bill after serving in the Navy 
during World War II. While completing 
his education, Avino starred as both 
center and linebacker for the College’s 
first football team. After graduating, 
Avino went on to teach physical 
education and health at Bethpage, 
Newark and North Rockland schools. 
In Rockland County, he acted as the 
coordinator of  youth activities for 
Haverstraw Elks Club and as a Sea 
Scout Captain. He also served as a 
football official for 35 years. After 
9/11, Avino worked as a volunteer for 
the Coast Guard at Ground Zero. He 
continues to support his Alma Mater 
and even helped organize a reunion 
of  the first Brockport Golden Eagle 
Football team, which was widely 
attended. Avino earned a Bachelor 
of  Science in Health and Physical 
Education in 1949 from Brockport.

Joseph Kakaty ’92 serves as the 
chief  sales and marketing officer for the 
College Loan Corporation, which is 
the sixth largest student loan provider 
in the United States. When he attended 
The College at Brockport, he was a 
founding father of  the Sigma Alpha 
Mu Fraternity. He also served as dorm 
president, was a member of  The Stylus 
and participated in the Brockport 
Student Government for four years, 
culminating in his senior year when 
he was voted vice president. In 1998, 
Kakaty was given the New York State 
Financial Aid Administrators Service 
Award. He is currently on the Board 
of  Directors for the Hannah’s Hope 
Fund and is a member of  the Financial 
Aid Industry Technology ELM Board. 

Kakaty earned a Bachelor of  Science in 
Business Administration from Brockport 
in 1992.

James Meyer ’66 was given the 
Gilbert Tilles Award in November 
2009 for his outstanding contributions 
to philanthropy. He is currently a 
partner with Greco Planning Inc., 
and an associate with Arnone, Lowth, 
Wilson & Leibowitz Inc. He also 
serves as president of  the Long Island 
Council of  the National Partnership 
for Philanthropic Planning and the 
Charitable Estate Planning Council of  

Long Island. In the past, he served as 
president and board member of  the 
Long Island Chapter of  the Financial 
Planning Association. He is a former 
faculty member and director of  Alumni 
Relations and Development for Queens 
College of  The City University of  
New York and is now on the faculty 
for Molloy College. Meyer earned his 
bachelor’s degree from The College at 
Brockport in 1966 and master’s degrees 
from both Columbia University and 
Hunter College of  CUNY. 

The Recent Alumnus Award is 
designed to honor graduates who 
have received their bachelor’s 
degree within the past 15 years 
and who have developed a 
positive relationship with Alumni 
Association/the College and/or 
given outstanding community 
service and/or shown outstanding 
professional achievement.

Robert (Bob) Confer ’96 has a 
regular column for the Greater Niagara 
Newspapers and The New American, the 
official magazine of  the John Birch 
Society. He has participated in the 
Department of  Business Administration 

and Economics Career Connection 
and is a sponsor of  the Shannon 
Adams Memorial Scholarship. Confer 
is currently the Vice President of  
Confer Plastics, Inc. He also started 
www.BrockportHockey.com, a blog 
that follows the College’s hockey team. 
Confer’s passion for hockey is also 
reflected in the role he played to help 
Todd Sheridan ’10 start Saves For 
A Cure, which will raise $1 for every 
save a Brockport goaltender makes for 
the rest of  the team’s history. He was 
named one of  Leadership Niagara’s 

Leaders of  the Year in 2006. In 2008, 
he was named to Business First of  Buffalo’s 
“40 Under 40” list. Confer earned 
his Bachelor’s of  Science in Business 
Administration at Brockport. 

Shannon Sauro ’95 has worked 
at the College for the past 10 years, 
and is currently the director of  
Telecommunications and Business 
Processes. She received the CSEA 
Outstanding Employee of  the Year 
Award and also was nominated 
for the Outstanding Service to the 
College Award. She is the chair of  the 
Convergence Technology Committee 
and the Telecommunications Focus 
Group Initiative, and is a member of  
several other campus-wide committees, 
including Campus Technology 
Committee and Emergency Operations 
Steering Committee. Sauro also 
volunteers for move-in-day, Holiday 
Helping Hand and as a domestic 
violence contact for the campus. She 
is listed in Who’s Who in American 
Women. Sauro earned her Bachelor of  
Science in Criminal Justice at Brockport 
in 1995 and is pursuing her Masters in 
Public Administration at Brockport. 

The Hall of  Heritage is the Alumni 
Association’s most prestigious 
award, designed to honor alumni.
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Join the generous donors of the Gloria Mattera Heritage Society who have already provided for The College at Brockport through their estate planning. 
Mary Joan Allen • William & Monica Andrews • Anonymous • Anonymous ’53 • Anonymous ’55 • Anonymous ’83 • Herbert S. Bailey • Nancy C. Barbour • Carol J. Belden
Henry L & Marian M. Bretton • Marguerite (Peg) Hare Browne ’44 • David J. Carney  • Lin Case ’89  • Esther L. Casselman ’34 • Colleen Donaldson ’77 • Scott Farrell ’89  
A. John Fiorino ’53 • A. Gregory Fitz Gerald • Scott A. Frutchey ’89 • Alice W. & Fletcher M. Garlock • Ralph & Elizabeth Gennarino • Turi T. Gibson ’75 
Jean & Lawrence O. Gostin ’71 •  Thomas W. Heath ’35  • Janie M. Hill ’85 • Lucinda Hazen Hill • Chrystal Kelley Hoffman ’39* • Willard W. & Judith Hunter • Dawn & Mike Jones 
 Mildred C. &  Howard E.  Kiefer • Doris L. Lee • Edward C. Lehman, Jr. • Elaine Leshnower ’61 • Jacques and Dawn Lipson • Jennifer M. Lloyd ’87 • Patrick S. Madama ’77 
Alfred & Marilyn Ryder Mahlmann ’47 Susan Kwas Maloney ’67 • Richard Maxwell ’60 • S. Jean Boyd McKay ’59 • Richard & Sandra ’87 Meade • Grace Milton ’40 • J. Emory Morris 
 Robert E. O’Brien Thelma A. Quicke ’36 • George M. ’54 & Rosa A. Rich • Rose L. Strasser • Ginny L. Studer • Linda Panarites Sweeting ’92 • Judith E. Szustakowski ’80 
Stephen & Marcia Ullman • David ’82 & Marianne ’86 Virgilio • Florence Remsen Wage ’30 • Elizabeth Welch ’77 • June E. & Robert S. Zimmer

A planned gift allows you to:
•  Make a significant gift without affecting your current income

•  Support the program or area of your choice, or give to the 
area of greatest need

•  Provide a charitable tax deduction for your estate

•  Ensure that tomorrow’s Brockport students have the best 
possible educational opportunities

Define your legacy
Include The College at Brockport in your will or trust today and make a lasting  
and powerful impact on tomorrow’s students.

To learn more about how you can invest in the future of The 
College at Brockport through planned giving, contact Curtis Hill 
at (585) 395-5581 or chill@brockport.edu.

Visit us online at www.brockport.edu/giving/guide/planned.



  Nothing prepares the scholar better 
then to challenge the obvious and think 
critically about the evidence.  In my 
view, nothing prepares students’ critical 
thinking skills better than the oppor-
tunity to apprentice with a scholar in 
the pursuit of  new knowledge. That is 
the essence of  the undergraduate (and 
graduate) research experience. 

 No matter the discipline, an 
apprenticeship with a scholar can 
change your life, open new doors and 
enhance your learning. Whether you 
study a new form in dance, a novel 
interpretation of  a body of  literature 
or conduct experiments in a laboratory, 
pursuing new knowledge is a process 
that teaches you to think critically, ask 
questions and synthesize information 
across traditional boundaries.

I did not have the opportunity 
to be the apprentice when I was 
an undergraduate. I did have the 
privilege of  serving as mentor to a 
number of  undergraduate students 
that apprenticed in my research 
laboratory. This experience was the 
most personally rewarding of  my 
professional career. Indeed, I could 
argue that it changed the course of  my 
career. One student in particular had 
a direct impact on my thinking about 
my career goals. He came to me in his 
first semester looking for a Work Study 
job. I invited him to do the glassware 
in my laboratory. In retrospect, I think 
that initial conversation and contract to 

work together changed both our lives.  
He went from being a mediocre student 
to a 4.0 honors student. The influence 
of  the other students in the laboratory, 
the opportunity for him to migrate from 
bottle washer to scientist in training, 
and importantly, the independence 
to learn through experience and to 
interpret data within the context of  
a larger body of  knowledge unlocked 
the scholar in him. In fact, at the start 

of  his sophomore year he taped “Be 
A Scholar” to his computer to remind 
himself  daily of  his goal. He went on 
to earn a PhD at the University of  
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Was it 
chance or fate? His mother says I saved 
him from a sure path of  failure. I say 
he recognized the opportunity before 
him and had the courage to seize it.  
In reality, mostly what I gave him was 
an environment that would allow him 
to recognize and reach his potential.  
For me, it was the most enriching 

experience of  my faculty career and it 
led me on a career-long quest to earn a 
position in higher education that would 
give me the opportunity to develop an 
infrastructure that would allow a broad 
cross section of  students to benefit from 
the apprentice/mentor relationship.

The College at Brockport has a long 
tradition in experiential learning and 
a number of  students have had the 
opportunity to apprentice with faculty 
in the pursuit of  new knowledge.  As 
the College’s Chief  Academic Officer, 
I have the opportunity to strengthen 
the infrastructure that supports this 
activity and in doing so broaden the 
impact. With generous support from 
the Brockport Foundation, in 2009 
we launched our first annual summer 
research program. A number of  
our faculty have earned grants that 
support student work in their research 
laboratory and many volunteer to 
supervise senior theses and independent 
study projects. Still, we reach only a 
portion of  our students and we lack 
a systematic means of  making these 
and other opportunities such as service 
learning easily accessible. In the coming 
year we will develop the infrastructure 
needed to better support this important 
component of  student learning. My 
hope is that one day every Brockport 
student that desires such an experience 
will have access to one.

Nothing disciplines the  
mind more than the pursuit  
of new knowledge.
Anne E. Huot, PhD
Provost and Vice President Academic Affairs

FiRst person
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Coming to campus in 2012 — The Special Events Recreation Center. 


