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We often speak of  our College as being 
a community, but I wonder if  we really 
take the time to try and understand 
exactly what that means. Our recent 
television commercial refers to Brockport 
as a community of  learning—a powerful 
phrase that in a few simple words captures 
the campus experience. The Brockport 
Community, however, reaches far beyond 
our 464 beautiful acres.

In some ways our community is 
relatively easy to quantify; I consider the 
College Community to be comprised of  
our students, faculty and staff, alumni, 
volunteer boards (Alumni Association 
and Foundation), the College Council, 
and other friends of  the College. This can 
also be extended to the spouses, partners, 
children, and parents of  these groups. 
That’s why I often speak of  “The Brockport 
Family.”

As we are often reminded, one never 
truly leaves the Brockport Community. 
This summer will see the reunion of  the 
Organization for Students of  African 
Descent (OSAD). Taking place July 20-22, 
we are expecting to see 200-300 alums 
return to campus for this special event. 
This is a shining example of  how students 
may study at Brockport for only a few short 
years, yet create bonds that last for decades.

The OSAD reunion will show how 
a community will—with open arms—
warmly welcome those who return. 
Some of  the alums who attend may not 

have stepped foot on campus since their 
commencement. That’s not unusual, 
but sad. Due to numerous construction 
projects, they may not even recognize the 
place, particularly south of  the railroad 
tracks. In the last ten years the College 
has built a Welcome Center, Townhomes 
complex and, opening soon, our Special 
Events Recreation Center. And most 
recently, we broke ground for a new 
$30-million Liberal Arts Building.

You can discover detailed information 
and stories about the SERC in a special 
insert included with this Kaleidoscope, 
but suffice it to say that the physical 
appearance of  our campus has been 
forever changed.

Almost by definition, the makeup of  
a community constantly changes. This 
fluidity is inherently necessary, but often 
brings a range of  emotions. Let me provide 
a couple vivid examples.

In the back of  this very magazine you 
can read a personal essay from Lou Spiro, 
our vice president of  administration and 
finance, who retired June 30 after devoting 
33 years to the College. Lou, whom I 
proudly call a trusted friend as well as 
a colleague, helped guide the College 
through some of  the most challenging 
state and national economic times this 
institution has ever faced. But more 
important than balancing budgets and 
overseeing facilities, Lou saw beyond his 
own division and generously provided 

wisdom and perspective—qualities revered 
by all of  us here at Brockport.

While in many ways the Brockport 
community can seem small, sometimes 
we are reminded of  how big we really are. 
When George Rich, as good of  a friend 
to the College as Brockport has ever had, 
passed away on December 11, 2011, the 
outpouring of  emotion and support was 
truly inspirational.

Hundreds came to the calling hours to 
pay their respects. The long list included 
numerous friends from the Brockport area, 
but also included several score of  students, 
some of  whom undoubtedly benefitted 
from scholarships created by George and 
his wife, Rosie; others knew him from his 
support of  various athletics programs. I 
was privileged to be part of  a wonderful 
and moving “Remembrance Event” in 
Tuttle on March 30 when we gathered to 
celebrate our beloved friend George.

This respectful multi-generational 
response demonstrates dramatically the 
impact one person can have on all points 
of  the spectrum we call the Brockport 
Community. And although the reason we 
joined together was to mourn, it makes me 
proud that I am a small part of  something 
truly enduring.

Best wishes,

John R. Halstead, PhD

PresidentHalstead

The conTinuum of communiTy
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Campus news

Brockport Again Named a Kiplinger “Best Value”

The College at Brockport, State University of  New York, has been named one of  the “Top 100 Best Values in Public Colleges” by 
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance. The list features public schools that deliver a quality education at an affordable price.

Brockport ranked No. 75 on the list and, according to Kiplinger’s, was selected due to its high four-year graduate rate, low average student 
debt at graduation, abundant financial aid, a low sticker price, and great overall value. This year, Kiplinger’s revamped its rankings to give more 
weight to academic value, such as the percentage of  students who return for sophomore year and the four-year graduation rate.

“In trying economic times, delivering value to our students is of  incredible importance,” said Brockport President John R. Halstead, 
PhD. “We’re honored that Kiplinger’s has again recognized the high quality of  education that we provide at SUNY’s affordable tuition rate.”

Friend and Colleague of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Visits Brockport 

The Rev. James Netters marched in Memphis with Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. in 1968 in what would become King’s final act as a civil rights leader. 
Nearly 44 years later, Netters brought Dr. King’s message to The College at 
Brockport in February, delivering the College’s annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memorial Lecture.

King had gone to Memphis in support of  the city’s sanitation workers who 
were on strike. Netters, a city councilman at the time, joined the march. Fol-
lowing the historic march, King was assassinated as he stood on a balcony of  
the former Lorraine Motel, where he was staying during the protests.

Netters, 84, has been the pastor of  the Mt. Vernon Baptist Church in Mem-
phis since 1956. A Brockport class had met Netters during a service learning 
trip to Memphis in 2011 and the students, so impressed with him, encouraged 
College officials to invite Netters to campus for the annual remembrance of  
King.

Watch Netters’ entire presentation on the College’s YouTube Channel:
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL26AFB2FCE6323B46

Was it Physics?

Student wins $100,000 Dr. Pepper Toss

Of  all the passes thrown during the PAC 12 Championship Football Game, 
the most valuable were completed by College at Brockport physics major 
Jeremy Mehta, a junior from Niskayuna, NY.

Mehta tossed 15 passes through a two-foot opening in an oversized Dr. 
Pepper can at a five-yard distance to win the Dr. Pepper Tuition Giveaway, 
claiming the $100,000 prize. 

Competing against another challenger during the game’s halftime, Mehta 
had to toss the ball and try to hit the target as many times as possible in a 

30-second period. The action was broadcast live on FOX.

Mehta plans to use the money to pay for the remainder of  his undergradu-
ate education and continue on to a master’s program. A thoughtful brother, he 

plans to help his sibling pay for his education as well. Eventually Mehta hopes to 
pursue a doctorate.2



US Olympian Marla Runyan delivered the 
keynote address, “Seeing Possibility,” opening The 
College at Brockport’s 2011 Diversity Conference. 
Runyan, the first legally blind member of  the 
United States Olympic track and field team, spoke 
to a crowd of  1,300 students, faculty, and staff  as 
well as local high school students and members of  
the community. 

Runyan shared how limited vision actually pushed 
her to prove what she could accomplish. “What is 
most important is not your weakness, but how you 
perceive it,” she said. “I had to break through that 
glass ceiling of  lowered expectation.”

Runyan, who was diagnosed with Stargardt’s 
Disease at the age of  nine and retained only her 
peripheral vision, was the top US performer in the 
women’s 1,500-meter run with her eighth place 
finish in the 2000 Summer Games. The three-time 
US National Champion also competed in the 2004 
Olympics. 

Benefactors and Scholars Dinner Hosts its Largest Audience

On Saturday, November 5, more than 350 guests gathered in the Seymour College Union Ballroom at the Brockport Foundation’s 
annual Benefactors and Scholars Dinner. The audience was the largest in the event’s history.  

It was a celebration of  student success and philanthropy for the College. The event brought together scholarship recipients, their 
families and the donors who support Foundation Scholarships.  It was a great opportunity for students to put a face with the name 
that helps support their education. The theme this year was “Today’s Students...Tomorrow’s Leaders.” Helping to solidify this 
message were student speaker, Matthew Frazier-Smith ’12, alumni and scholarship donors, George ’54/’62 and Rosie Rich, 
and keynote speaker, Marisa Ballaro ’07.

US Olympian Marla Runyan Delivers Diversity Conference Keynote

James A. (Beau) Willis, PhD, named the The College at Brockport’s 
new vice president for administration and finance, officially joined the 
College’s administrative team in July. 

Willis, who most recently served as executive vice president of  
university support services at University at Buffalo, succeeds Lou Spiro. 
Spiro retired in June, following 33 years of  service to the College.

“I am privileged to join The College at Brockport and am excited to 
have the opportunity to contribute to its ambitious and exciting future,” 
Willis said. 

Willis spent six years at University at Buffalo, serving as a senior 
advisor charged with responsibility for the overall quality and efficiency 
of  the university’s operational and administrative infrastructure, the 
management and development of  its physical assets, and its capacity to 
manage and appropriately respond to risk.

He received his PhD, MS, and BA degrees in chemistry from the 
University of  California at Santa Cruz.

Meet James A. (Beau) Willis, PhD

3



HRH Prince Turki Delivers Inaugural Malik Series Lecture

Royalty visited The College at Brockport last fall. His Royal Highness, Prince Turki Al Faisal bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, of  Saudi Arabia, 
delivered the inaugural Malik Lecture Series speech November 4.

Prince Turki spoke about “Building Bridges Through Dialogue,” providing a political and military history of  Saudi Arabia during his lecture 
and several times denounced “those who use religion for political gain.” Prince Turki is currently a visiting distinguished professor at the School 
of  Foreign Service at Georgetown University. He is the former Saudi ambassador to both the United States and United Kingdom. 

The Malik Lecture Series will be an annual opportunity to foster greater East-West understanding and promote dialogue between cultures. 
The Series is named in honor of  Salahuddin Malik, PhD, professor of  history at the College. 

aCademiC news

Brockport Hosts International Philosophy of Sport Conference

Some of  the top academics who specialize in the study of  sport gathered in downtown Rochester in September to tackle some of  the hot-
button issues in the sporting world.

The College at Brockport hosted the 39th Annual Conference of  the International Association for the Philosophy of  Sport at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel. The conference featured talks and panel discussions on a wide array of  issues — ranging from fantasy sports to a look at honor 
and virtue in a modern American college sports environment to banning performance enhancing drugs.

“We examine the type of  issues that are often brought up quickly in the media,” says Peter Hager, a Brockport associate professor and an 
organizer of  the conference. “We dig deeper and give some serious reflection to these issues. But most importantly, we don’t treat these issues as 
issues that are only worth studying — we discuss how we can help solve some of  these problems.”

You can watch the entire Malik lecture on the College’s YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6C10E1DFE16D250B
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(From left) Allison Parker, Rochester Mayor Tom Richards, Nadia Malik, Prince Turki, Brockport President John R. Halstead, Dr. Sarwat Malik and 
Salahuddin Malik, for whom the lecture series is named.



Drake Memorial Library Hosts John Adams Unbound

The Drake Memorial Library was among 20 libraries nationally to host John Adams Unbound, a traveling history exhibition by the Boston 
Public Library. The exhibit was on display from October 19 until November 30.

John Adams Unbound explored President John Adams’ personal library, a collection of  3,500 books willed by Adams to the people of  
Massachusetts and placed in the Boston Public Library in 1894. The exhibit featured photo-reproductions of  the collection, which allowed 
visitors to explore Adams through every stage of  his life. 

The exhibit was supplemented by additional events organized by the library. These included a lecture on Adams’ life by Lynn Parsons, 
PhD, professor emeritus of  the Department of  History; a viewing of  the John Adams HBO miniseries; a John Adams re-enactor; and an 
examination of  the written correspondence between John and Abigail Adams. 

Not all students headed home for winter break. Brockport had 
a bustling WinterSession on campus and, in some cases, across the 
globe. Tamala David, a lecturer in the Department of  Nursing, 
took a group of  nursing students to Costa Rica.

“We did observations, visited a few clinics as well as public and 
private hospitals. Students were able to get an idea of  their health 
systems and the roles of  their nurses, and were able to compare 
them with the roles that exist in the US,” David says.

Below is a sample of  the international education courses that 
Brockport offered:

Costa Rica: A Community Health Clinical

Ecuador:  A look at the Economic, Environmental and Human 
Aspects of  a Cloud Forest Region

Ghana: Cultural and Political Changes in Africa

New Zealand: International Study of  Culture and Leisure

Europe:  The Political, Religious, Architectural, and Artistic 
History of  Spain, Portugal, and France
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Brockport Students Gain International Experience

Students show their school spirit on a recent trip to Antarctica. 



aRtsnews

Augusten Burroughs Accepts Art of Fact Award

Bestselling author Augusten Burroughs received the prestigious Art of  Fact 
award before a standing-room only audience at Temple B’rith Kodesh in late April, 
concluding the 47th season of  The Writers Forum. Burroughs is best known for his 
memoirs, Dry and Running with Scissors, the latter of  which was later made into a film 
starring Alec Baldwin and Annette Bening. His writing also has been featured in 
New York Magazine, The Times and The New York Times. Previous winners of  the Art of  
Fact award include Ruth Reichl, editor-in-chief  of  Gourmet magazine; memoirist Ian 
Frazier; and Susan Orlean, author of  The Orchid Thief and Rin Tin Tin. 

Founded in 1967, The Writers Forum is one of  the most celebrated reading series 
in the country and has played host to acclaimed and talented authors, poets, editors 
and cartoonists. The forum has dedicated itself  to explore both the medium and the 
art of  writing as it influences new generations. 

Internationally acclaimed contemporary folksinger/
satirist/entertainer Christine Lavin ’73 graced 

Brockport’s Tower Fine Arts Center stage on February 3 to 
perform a celebratory concert, My 25th Anniversary Concert: 

What Was I (EVER) Thinking?

The concert was vintage Lavin. The Brockport alumna 
reprised some of  her hits, introducing her latest 

compositions, and interweaving funny stories about the 
people, events, near disasters and minor miracles that 

have defined her life and music.

“I had a terrific four years at Brockport, although 
I changed my major six times, I think… I remember 
ushering every night when the Acting Company, 
featuring Patti LuPone, Kevin Kline and David 

Ogden Stiers, performed,” says Lavin. “There is so 
much that is brought to your doorstep when you are in 

a school like Brockport — and if  you are smart, you open 
the door and let it in.” 

Lavin has been featured on ABC, NBC, CBS, CNN and 
NPR. She was the creator and host of  XM Satellite Radio’s 

Slipped Discs.

Christine Lavin Returns to Brockport 
for Celebratory Concert
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Francine Prose Delivers Writers Voice Reading

Reading from her latest novel, writer Francine Prose touched on 
seeing America from an outsider’s view while simultaneously trying 
to achieve the American Dream. Prose was in Rochester for The 
College at Brockport’s annual Writers Voice event and engaged 
listeners who filled Temple B’rith Kodesh in November to see and 
hear a leading voice in contemporary American letters.

Prose, who was hailed by Larry McMurty as “one of  our finest 
writers,” read from My New American Life, published in 2011. 
Following her reading, Prose answered numerous questions from 
the audience. Prose has won the Dayton Literary Peace Prize in 
fiction and has been a finalist for the National Book Award.

The Writers Voice lecture, in its eighth season, and the spring Art 
of  Fact Award lecture, are presented by M&T Bank.

The College at Brockport engaged in a serious 
discussion on capital punishment this spring through 
a series of  campus events. 

The Department of  Theatre produced Coyote on 
a Fence, Bruce Graham’s award-winning play that 
tells the story of  two inmates waiting on death row 
in a southern prison. Sister Helen Prejean, a 
Roman Catholic nun and author of  the best-selling 
book Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of  the 
Death Penalty in the United States, came to campus to 
voice her opposition to the death penalty. Dead Man 
Walking was adapted into a movie starring Sean Penn 
and Susan Sarandon as Prejean. Also, the Tower 
Fine Arts Gallery hosted Lucinda Devlin’s free 
photo exhibit, “The Omega Suites.” 

Prison Drama Engages Brockport Campus  
in Death Penalty Discussion

You can watch Sister Helen Prejean’s entire lecture on the College’s  
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL22675A5243DD2938
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The two images to the left are photographs that appeared in Lucinda Devlin’s photo exhibit, “The Omega 
Suites,” in February and March. The exhibit featured stark photos of death chambers. 



athletiCnews

Brockport FootBall Joins EmpirE 8
A new era is dawning for Golden Eagles Football. Brockport is joining 

the Empire 8 Conference as a football affiliate, effective in the 2014 season. 

The new affiliation will result in the continuation of  rivalries with local 
football programs such as St. John Fisher, Ithaca, Utica and others. It will 
also substantially reduce travel expenditures for the program, which was 
previously part of  the New Jersey Athletic Conference. 

“It is exciting to have the opportunity to renew some of  the traditional 
regional rivalries that we have had over the years,” says Head Football 
Coach Rocco Salomone. “The teams in the Empire 8 will offer a 
challenge each and every week of  the season. I also am excited for our 
alumni and local fans, as they will have the opportunity to see us play more 
often each season.”

Brockport also announced $2.2 million in improvements to Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver Stadium. Bob Boozer Field will be converted to a rubber 
and sand infilled artificial turf, and lights will be installed in the stadium. 
The remaining wooden bleachers, on the visitor’s side of  the stadium, will 
be converted to aluminum.

You can watch the press conference announcing the 
Empire 8 move on the College’s YouTube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtQCje-NGeU8

(From left) Interim Athletic Director Erick Hart, Brockport President John R. Halstead, Empire 8 Commissioner Chuck Mitrano and Head Football 
Coach Rocco Salomone pose after a news conference announcing Brockport’s football membership in the Empire 8.



Brockport Wrestler Competes               
at US Olympic Trials

Brockport wrestler Amy Whitbeck competed at the US 
Olympic Trials at Iowa City in late April. Whitbeck, who 
at press time was ranked eighth nationally at 55 kilograms, 
finished fifth at the national competition, which earned 
her spot in Iowa City. 

Whitbeck began wrestling in sixth grade and her 
talents have taken her all over the world — competing 
in places such as Turkey, China, Austria and Hungary. 
She won two Section II championships in high school, 
wrestling against boys, and became the first female to 

reach the New York State Tournament.

“It’s the individuality of  it,” Whitbeck told the Rochester 
Democrat and Chronicle of  her love for the sport. “Every person 
you wrestle is different, and you don’t need to depend on 
anyone but yourself.”

Don Murray Earns Milestone Victory

Iconic Golden Eagles Wrestling Coach Don Murray earned 
his 300th career victory in early December. Murray didn’t have 
to wait long to record history, as Brockport topped Lycoming 
34-6 in its first dual meet of  the season.

Murray took over as Brockport’s head wrestling coach in 1970 
and has led the Golden Eagles to a winning record in each of  
his 42 seasons. In fact, Brockport has compiled 50 consecutive 
winning seasons, a string only surpassed by Oklahoma State’s 
program. He has won five NCAA Division III national 
championships, is a six-time SUNYAC/Empire Coach of  the 
Year, a three-time New York State Wrestling Coach of  the Year, 
a two-time National Division III Coach of  the year and was 
named USA Wrestling’s Person of  the Year in 2007. 

Gary LaPietra Enters Brockport  
Record Books

Gary LaPietra is now the winningest coach in the history of  
Brockport men’s soccer. LaPietra notched his 162nd win with a 2-0 
victory over SUNY Oswego in October to pass A. Huntley Parker Jr. — 
for whom Brockport’s soccer field is named — for the most wins in the 
program’s history. LaPietra has been the coach of  the Golden Eagles for 
16 years.

“If  you do something for long enough and you’re passionate about 
it, good things happen,” LaPietra said. “It’s been a lot of  fun. I’ve had 
former players calling to congratulate me. It’s always been about the 
players.”

LaPietra joined Brockport in 1996 after having become the winningest 
coach in Aquinas High School history, where he coached the Little Irish 
to a 91-49-10 record during his eight-year tenure. 9

Golden Eagles Wrestling Coach Don Murray looks over the action at a recent 
dual meet. Murray earned his 300th career victory in early December. 



By Mary E. McCrank

On December 11, 2011, George Rich passed away following 
a brief  illness. The outpouring of  support to Rosie through 
cards, letters and visits, and the number and value of  gifts 
given in George’s honor to the student philanthropy award that 
bears his name, has been overwhelming. To read about George, 
see a list of  those making a contribution, or to make your own 
memorial gift, visit www.brockport.edu/giving/
events/donors_news/rich_obit.html.

Despite George’s passing, the staff  of  Kaleidoscope 
wanted to share this story as it was originally written. We 
hope you enjoy it. — Mike Andriatch, executive director of  
advancement

Rosa “Rosie” La Sorte Rich remembers the blind 
date she went on with the man who would one day become 
her husband. It was 1958 and shortly after she came to 
the area to accept a teaching position at The College at 
Brockport. 

A colleague of  Rosie’s,  Jeanette D’Agostino Banker 
’53, professor emeritus of  elementary education, had 
gotten to know her college classmate George Rich ’54/ 
’62. She decided to play Cupid and match up the two for a 
double date night.

“Jeanette told me, ‘You’re going to meet a rich guy,’ ” 
said Rosie. “I thought, ‘Well, it’s about time.’ ”

“This is George Rich,” Jeanette announced when they 
picked up George at his home. 

“All I said was, ‘Oh,’ ” remembers Rosie.
Fourteen years and thousands of  miles of  world travel 

for Rosie delayed but didn’t prevent the inevitable. George 
proposed on the anniversary of  their first date, Rosie said 
“yes,” and the rest, as they say, is history. “I don’t know if  
it’s going to work out,” quipped Rosie, who, on March 2, 
2011, celebrated with George the couple’s 38th wedding 
anniversary. 

Arguably the most recognizable couple on campus, 
George and Rosie Rich have lived a rich life indeed — a 
life rich with love for students, with dedication to their 
community and with giving back to the institution. 

Longtime supporters of  the College, the Riches recently 
took their giving to an extraordinary level by designating 
a major portion of  their estate through a planned gift 
and creating two awards in support of  The College at 
Brockport. In honor of  their philanthropy, the College 
inducted the Riches into the Ernest C. Hartwell Society  
at the President’s Donor Recognition Dinner last spring.

The bequest is earmarked for a variety of  funds: Campus 
Restoration and Beautification Fund, Brockport Alumni 
Association Scholarship Fund, Golden Eagle Society 10

A “Rich” Legacy

George and Rosie at their home in Brockport in the summer of 2011.



Fund, The Arts & Cultural Fund and the 
George M. Rich Student Philanthropy 
Award. In addition, the Rosa La Sorte 
Rich Scholarship will be awarded to an 
incoming student interested in a career in 
teaching. 

George intends for his Student 
Philanthropy Award to be used to help 
educate students about philanthropy and 
encourage them to donate to Brockport 
after they graduate. His award is for $500 
for a student or student group, and an 
additional $500 to be donated to an on-
campus philanthropic, educational or 
cultural endeavor of  the student’s choosing. 
“I know how great the students are,” said 
George. “They have big hearts but empty 
pockets.”

This past year’s award recipients include 
Todd Sheridan ’10, former ice hockey 
team goalie who beat cancer and started 
Saves For A Cure, which raises one 
dollar for cancer research for every save 
a Brockport goaltender makes for the rest 
of  the team’s history. Greg Parizek ’09, 
whose wall sculpture, Sculpted from Devotion, 
is on permanent display in the Tuttle 
North Athletic Complex, is another award 
recipient. A throwing specialist for the 
indoor and outdoor track and field teams, 
Parizek competed in the State University 
of  New York Athletic Conference 
championships and was the featured artist 
at an exhibit entitled Man Made at Tower 
Fine Arts Center.

A lifelong resident of  the Brockport area, 
George noted the historical relationship 
between the College and community. 
“There are many ways the College and 
its students positively impact the village 
and surrounding towns,” said George. 

“The philanthropy award also recognizes 
students who demonstrate giving through 
service and participation in community 
endeavors.” Students have been recognized 
for involvement in community activities, 
including Arbor Day tree plantings, 
building a community playground, doing 
chores for the local historical society and 
participating in holiday activities, to name 
a few. 

Because alumni fondly recall the 
social aspects of  their college experience, 
George created an award that recognizes 
achievement in areas besides academic.

George attended the Campus School 
and lived at home while attending 
Brockport. Yet, he was engaged in student 
activities, including writing for The Stylus, 
the student newspaper. George received his 
bachelor’s degree in education cum laude. 
He served in the US Army in Germany, 
and took the opportunity to travel 
throughout Germany, Italy, Austria and 
Switzerland. He returned home, received 
his master’s in education from Brockport, 
and took a job with the Rochester 
City School District, where he taught 
elementary grades until he retired in 1990. 

Rosie, a native of  Endicott, NY, received 
her bachelor’s degree cum laude from 
SUNY Cortland in 1955 and her master’s 
of  education from the University at Buffalo 
in 1956. In 1958, after teaching in Troy, 
NY, Rosie moved to Brockport to accept 
the position with the College as assistant 
professor of  health and physical education.

Rosie’s parents emigrated from Italy to 

the United States to make a better life for 
their children. Rosie and her older siblings 
all attended college. Tuition at the state 
schools in New York was free then,  
but students had to pay for meals and 
living expenses. “We both came from 
families that were not very wealthy,” 
said Rosie. 

Knowing that many students at 
Brockport today also come from families 
who find paying for tuition and expenses 
difficult, the Riches are giving where 
there’s a need. “If  it weren’t for the 
scholarships, some of  the students wouldn’t 
be able to finish school. I think that’s part 
of  the story of  giving.

“I always wanted to teach at a college. 
When I arrived in Brockport, I loved it,” 
said Rosie, who taught at Brockport  
from 1958 to 1964 and served as the 
Class of  1963 advisor. Rosie had planned 
to spend her year-long sabbatical traveling 
around the world comparing physical 
education and health programs. But she 
was approached by the Near East College 
 
  

George and Rosie Rich on their wedding day, March 2, 1973.

The Riches are well known for their 
ability to connect with students. “It’s 
really part of their DNA — interacting 
with, advising and mentoring 
students.” — Brad Schreiber, 
executive director of development 
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Association in New York City with an offer  
for a three-year contract to establish 
the first health and physical education 
program for women at the America 
University of  Beirut (AUB). 

With students representing about 
50 nationalities at AUB, Rosie found 
herself  working in a busy yet rewarding 
environment. Needing assistance, she 
arranged for Brockport to have the 
first full-year student teaching program 
overseas, hosting students who helped her 
teach her classes in 1965-66 and 1966-67.

On June 5, 1967, at the end of  her 
three-year contract at AUB, the Six-Day 
War — also known as the Arab-Israeli 
War — broke out. Rosie, the only woman 
on a committee with seven men, helped 
plan the successful evacuation of  5,000 
Americans from Lebanon in 24 hours. She, 
herself, was on the last plane out to Corfu, 
Greece. Three weeks later, she was on the 
first plane back to Beirut, only to find that 
applicants previously interested in the job 
were no longer willing to come to Beirut.

She returned to her position at AUB for 
another year and accepted an additional 
job as acting dean of  women at an 
adjoining high school. In June 1968, 
Rosie said a final good-bye to Beirut and 
returned to New York via the eastern route, 
completing her trip around the world.

Back in Brockport, Rosie and George 
were married, and Rosie went on to a 
successful career as a health teacher at 
Batavia Middle School, where she taught 
for the next 16 years.

Rosie was honored as one of  the 
Outstanding Young Women of  America 
in 1966 and was named one of  the 2,000 
Notable American Women in 2003. In 
2009, Rosie received the Distinguished 
Alumni Award from  SUNY Cortland. 

Rosie also wrote a book about her life 
experiences, Crossing Boundaries: Beirut and 
Beyond, giving all proceeds to Brockport’s 
Class of  1963 Scholarship Fund.

Today Rosie is an active volunteer in 
the community. George served on the 
Western Monroe Historical Society Board 
of  Trustees for a decade as well as editing 
the newspaper for the Rochester Teachers 
Association.

The Riches are patrons of  the student 
arts and theater programs, regular fans at 
athletic competitions and attend academic 
presentations such as Scholars Day. When 
the Riches run into student-athletes after  
a game, the students thank them for 
attending. “We go to everything we can,” 
Rosie said.

The Brockport Alumni Association has 
recognized the Riches for their dedication 
to the College. In 2004, George was 
inducted into the Hall of  Heritage for 
making exceptional contributions to the 

 

association, College and community, as 
well as to his profession. In 1998, Rosie 
received an Outstanding Service Award 
from the Brockport Alumni Association. 
She also was honored in 2006 with a 
Citation of  Appreciation for demonstrating 
sustained commitment through her services 
to the association and for her readiness 
to help the College, the association and 
community. Rosie serves on the Athletic 
Hall of  Fame Selection Committee and 
George serves on the Brockport Alumni 
Association Board and was president from 
1998 to 2004, the longest tenure of  any 
Association president.

The Riches have been donors to 
Brockport since 1968 and longtime 
members of  the Golden Eagle Society. 
After all, George does have a green and 
gold garden in his back yard. “I often feel 
we get more than we give,” said George. 
“What we give is only money. We like 
the friendships and getting to know the 
students,” he added.

The Riches are well known for their 
ability to connect with students. “It’s really 
part of  their DNA — interacting with,  
advising and mentoring students,” said 
Brad Schreiber ’83/’85, executive 
director of  development for the College. 
“That is who they are.”

And so it is easy to understand how it 
is that George and Rosie came to their 
decision to leave a major portion of  their 
estate to The College at Brockport. “I just 
felt that it is important the money go back 
to the students,” said Rosie.

Jeanette D’Agostino Banker ’53, emeritus professor; Rosie Rich; Evelyn Del Rosso’52; and Ann 
Uhlir, emeritus professor, share a bon voyage toast before Rosie departs for the Middle East.
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At the President’s Donor Recognition Dinner 
in April 2012, George (posthumously) and 
Rosie were recognized with the “Volunteers of  
the Year” award by the Brockport Foundation.  
A scholarship, in their honor, was presented to 
senior Adam Shoff  at the dinner.



By Jim Ver Steeg

Established in 2007 with both a 
Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT) and 
a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) from 
Willard and Judith Hunter, the Hunter 
Institute on Young Children focuses on 
the numerous issues that preschool and 
elementary school teachers face each day.

Judy Hunter, a preschool teacher for 20 
years at the Ogden Community Christian 
Pre-School, knows firsthand the challenges 
facing young children and the people who 
work to educate them every day. “We want 
to give teachers concrete things they can 
take back to their classroom and use,” she 
says. “The whole idea [of  the Institute] is to 
reach as many children as possible.”

According to Judy, putting young 
children on the path to academic and 
social success does not mean pushing them 
into serious study before they are ready. 
“Everyone wants to rush kids into doing 
everything. They don’t want them to have 
any playtime,” she says. “They just want 
them to be doing paperwork and academics, 
and reading in kindergarten. I think that’s 
wrong. Gaye Gronlund, our keynote 
speaker last year, showed that’s the wrong 
approach. Kids need time to play. Play is 
their work. Through play they learn how to 
get along with each other, learn language 
skills, and learn how to deal with problems. 
If  they’re sitting down with work sheets, 
they don’t get any of  that.”

It’s a sentiment echoed by her husband,  

Wil. “Over the course of  many decades, 
issues have cropped up and teachers have 
not had the opportunity to learn how to 
deal with them,” he says. “That was our 
whole mission … to give any teacher who 
felt they wanted more information on how 
to deal with the issues a venue to do so. It’s 
trying to get the children ready to move 
up to the next grade. It’s not academic. 
Academics are the second or third most 
important thing. It’s how children adapt to 
each other and adapt to the structure of  a 
school. That varies dramatically.”

Wil Hunter is the retired president 
and CEO of  Optem, a Rochester-based 
custom optical instrument design and 
manufacturing company he co-founded in 
1984 following a 19-year career with Bausch 
and Lomb Inc. He has been active in many 
of  The College at Brockport’s activities, 
having previously funded the restoration 
of  the Department of  Theatre’s piano, 
and serving on The Brockport Foundation 
Board for 18 years.

“The Institute is basically in honor of  my 
wife, and to support her love of  preschool 
children and educators,” he says. “It’s about 
realizing many times these younger, lower 
grade-level teachers don’t have the ability 
to get training in the issues they face, like 
autism and single-parent families — all the 
things that crop up during preschool. That’s 
actually what got it going, this myriad of  
issues teachers have to face on a daily basis 
with little or no training.”

Each year, the one-day event provides 

hundreds of  teachers from around 
Rochester with training they will likely not 
receive anywhere else. But the Hunters 
realize the need for teacher training reaches 
well beyond our local schools. The College 
at Brockport is proud to host the Hunter 
Institute each year and recognizes the 
important work it does by enhancing the 
training available to preschool teachers.

“It is wonderful that Wil and Judy are 
able to continue having an effect on early 
childhood education,” says Douglas 
Scheidt, PhD, dean, School of  Education 
and Human Services. “Their mission for 
the Institute is to have an impact on the 
education of  as many children as possible. 
Their choice to support professional 
development of  several hundred educators 
per year has a potential impact on 
thousands of  young children. It is a true 
gift that the College is able to share in this 
endeavor with Wil and Judy.”

And Wil Hunter has a message to 
Brockport alumni. “If  you are involved 
in education, particularly early childhood 
education, we’d love to have you spread the 
word about the Institute. We’d love to have 
the Brockport alumni educators talk us up 
and inquire for more information.”

The fifth annual Hunter Institute on 
Young Children Conference will be held on 
September 29, 2012. For details go to  
www.brockport.edu/hunter.

Hunter Institute Celebrates Five Years of  
Training for Early Childhood Education

L to R: Douglas Scheidt, dean of the School of Education and Human Services; Wil Hunter; Judith Hunter; and Eun-Joo Kim, associate professor and 
former director of the Hunter Institute
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From an early age, Karen Gottermeier 
had a love of  learning. The oldest of  six 
children, Karen comes from a close-knit 
family. She was homeschooled in Webster, 
NY, for most of  elementary through high 
school. She knew she wanted to stay in 
Rochester for college, so she started her 
studies at Monroe Community College and 
transferred to The College at Brockport in 
fall 2007. 

While an undergraduate student, 
Karen met John Keiser, PhD, in an 
organizational behavior course. She 
enjoyed learning about the dynamics of  

interpersonal and work relationships, 
and found a mentor in Keiser. “Dr. 
Keiser, himself  once an accounting major, 
recommended (and still does) various books 
and articles on organizational behavior. 
He’s a person that I would often go to 
for advice and insight,” says Karen. “He 
also wrote letters of  recommendation for 
graduate schools I applied to.”

When it came time for Karen to think 
about graduate school, she looked at 
several local colleges and universities, but 
decided to attend Brockport.

“I was deciding between an MBA and an 
MS in Accounting. Inspired by my tutoring 
work at Monroe Community College, I 
wanted a graduate degree so that, later 
in life, I could be a college professor,” 
says Karen. After considering several 
MBA programs, she felt that many of  the 
programs were the same. “Brockport’s 
forensic accounting programs sounded 
interesting. And, after doing a little 
research, I found that there was no other 
program like it in the area. With this being 

an up-and-coming field, I felt that a 
forensic accounting degree would 
make me more marketable.”

Her graduate school year was 
the most rewarding, according 
to Karen. “Our class was small, 
just seven full-time students. We 
all grew very close. The classes 
were more like roundtable 
discussions than lectures. We 
did interactive case studies and 
role-playing.”

In the graduate program, 
Karen excelled in her studies. 
And, when the department 
organized a recruiting event 
in fall 2009, she received 
three job offers. Karen 

took a position with EFP 
Rotenberg LLP (a CPA firm), 
for its relationship with sister 
company StoneBridge Business 

Partners, a forensic accounting 
and business consulting firm. 

After Karen graduated with her 
master’s degree, she took time to 
travel to Ireland and meet up with an 

old friend. This experience opened her eyes 
to the world. It also solidified her belief  
that forensic accounting was the right field 
for her. “It was a risk for me to go into this 
field, but I wanted a different experience 
than the typical CPA experience. The 
forensic accounting field challenges me 
every day because the scenarios change 
every day,” she says.

In her current role at StoneBridge 
Business Partners, Karen is putting her 
education to work as a forensic accountant. 

She does research for the firm partners, 
gathers insights through data-mining, and 
is learning new business models. She also 
travels across the country to help with 
investigations. 

An active volunteer, Karen has 
participated in United Way’s Day of  
Caring, helped build a house with Habitat 
for Humanity and is active in the Blessed 
Sacrament Supper Program. She also 
is a member of  the Rochester Young 
Professionals and the Kickball League of  
Rochester. 

Karen says that she wants to continue to 
learn. She and her fiancé, Blake, are eager 
to continue their education. The couple 
shelved those plans while they prepared for 
their May 2012 wedding. 

“At Brockport, you get the reputation 
and quality of  the SUNY system, but 
a private school feel. You run into your 
professors in the hall or in line at the Café. 
Their offices are where your classes are, not 
off  in a distant building,” she says about 
her experiences at Brockport.

According to Karen, “My foundation 
comes from my family, and my support 
comes from Brockport. These two things 
have helped me to build my life.” 

alumni 
Karen Gottermeier ’09/’10 
BS in Accounting and MS in Forensic Accounting

“Brockport opened the door to a 
career path I didn’t know existed. 
And I didn’t have to put my life on 
hold to pay for it.”
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By Emily Kellas 

Paul Giglio earned more than his dual 
bachelor’s degrees in International Business 
and Economics and International Studies 
during his four years at The College at 
Brockport. As an Emerging Leader at 
GEICO, Giglio explains, “The experiences 
I had at Brockport, coupled with my 
engagement in collegiate and campus life, 
provided the best experience ever.” 

The term engagement is an 
understatement to explain Giglio’s 
involvement on campus. A visible member 
of  the Brockport community and a summa 
cum laude graduate, Giglio was able to 
experience all aspects of  a well-rounded 
Brockport education. Between interning 
for three organizations, including GovNet 
Communications in London, and studying 
abroad in China, Giglio took advantage of  
opportunities presented to him.  

For three years, he helped guide, 
encourage and support students as a 
resident assistant while also supervising 
and managing a staff  of  10 night desk 
attendants. As a member of  the Delta 

College Program, he became the mentor 
program coordinator, helping to match 
students with the best mentor. He also 
worked with the Brockport Student 
Government on the Board of  Directors 
for the On-Campus Constituency. As a 
chairperson of  the College’s participation in 
the Special Olympics Polar Plunge, Giglio 
helped make Brockport the first college or 
university in New York state to raise more 
than $10,500 for the Special Olympics. And 
following his musical talent, Giglio was the 
founding president and conductor of  The 
College at Brockport Pep Band, recruiting 
more than 50 band members, creating 
marketing and recruitment plans and 
supervising three interns. 

Perhaps one of  his most notable 
accomplishments, and admittedly one of  
his proudest, was receiving the SUNY 
Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence.

Giglio believes it was these experiences, 
as well as his classroom instruction, that 
prepared him for success on the job. “The 
educational experiences through the School 
of  Business were phenomenal. The classes 
were very intimate. And the professors not 

only taught the theoretical, but because 
most of  them had real-life experiences they 
were able to speak about the practical.” 
Creating a network of  mentors has helped 
Giglio ease into the professional world. 
“Brockport prepared me for my success at 
GEICO, and I am very humbled to have 
attended such a great school.”

The overarching narrative of  Giglio’s 
Brockport story is leadership. “Gaining 
leadership experience is crucial because it 
not only provides an avenue to celebrate 
your successes and take pride in your work, 
but it also provides an opportunity for self-
evaluation and constructive criticism that 
will help you become a better leader and 
provide you with an opportunity to enhance 
yourself,” he said. 

One day, Giglio would like to be a 
professor. “The classes that I enjoyed most 
were taught by professors that had real- 
life experiences, and I want to share those 
experiences with students to be able to help 
them learn from lessons that I learned.” 

Paul Giglio ’11
BA in International Business and Economics and BA in International Studies
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by Jim Ver Steeg and John Follaco

He went from being a troubled kid to one of the most sought-

after graffiti artists in the world. Once unwelcome and 

outlawed, his work has evolved from simple writing on 

walls to elaborate and colorful murals commissioned by 

top corporations and frontline community organizations. 

Through it all, he has evolved as a student, teacher and 

master craftsman.

Right: Daniel Hopkins ’85
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Left: The Great Shift, a painting that 
remains part of Hopkins’ personal 
collection, was shown at the 2012 
Fridge Gallery in Washington, DC.



For Daniel Hopkins ’85, better known 
as Pose 2 or Maxx Moses in the world of  
graffiti, life’s path was not always clear —
even though the writing was on the wall.

Growing up in Yonkers, Daniel started 
out a good kid. But like so many other 
urban youth, harmful influences soon 
entered the picture and he started down the 
wrong path. “My life turned in a really hard 
direction,” he said. “It was my own personal 
choice, but I thought those things were what 
I wanted to experience in life.” Without 
getting into the specifics of  his past, Hopkins 
points to entering Brockport as the critical 
turning point.

“Right before I came to college, I got my 
wake-up call,” he remembered. “I got into 
Brockport as a non-matriculated student. 
It was like a trial period. My high school 
grades were so horrible that they barely let 
me in, so I had to prove myself. I had to 
get at least a 2.5 GPA my first semester to 
be considered an enrolled student. I had to 
earn my place at Brockport.”

And earn his place he did. “I came to 
Brockport with a mission to change my life 
around,” he said. “I was definitely headed in 
the wrong direction. Coming to Brockport 
was a sanctuary, actually. It was an escape 
from New York, an escape from my past and 
an opportunity to begin anew.”

But separating from his past and his life 
in New York City was not always easy for 
Hopkins. He longed for elements of  home. 

And one element, graffiti, became a big part 
of  his college life. 

His passion for the art form was a bit 
out of  place in his new home. The graffiti 
culture didn’t exist at Brockport, he said. 
And while the young business major was not 
exactly winning praise for his work on the 
bricks and mortar of  the Brockport campus, 
his ability did catch the eye of  a longtime art 
professor.

“I came to Brockport right when graffiti 
was taking off  in the ’80s,” Hopkins said. “It 
was spring semester, 1981. I was rebellious 
at the time, and I put my name all over 
the fine arts building. I got in quite a bit of  
trouble at school. I would have been kicked 
out of  Brockport if  it weren’t for professor 
Jack Wolsky. He was the one who pulled me 
aside and said, ‘I see you’re really into art, 
but you’re not taking any art classes. You 
just write your name all over the building.’ 
So he’s the one who suggested I take some 
art classes.”

In fact, it was the art classes at Brockport 
that first opened Hopkins’ eyes and helped 
him marry traditional street graffiti with 
other art forms. “I had this rebellious 
mentality that fine art wasn’t art, that only 
graffiti was art,” he said. “But once I started 
taking Art History, I learned that there were 
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Above: The Ankh is Life was commissioned 
by the Sanctuary Gallery in San Diego, 
CA, in 2010. The work is no longer visible.

Right: Outta My Mind is an oil on 
canvas painting that is currently on 
display in Woodland Hills, CA. 



other art forms that came before graffiti that 
were also not accepted and considered ‘not 
art.’ They were considered outside the norm 
and looked down upon. I was like, ‘Wow, 
really? Graffiti isn’t the only art form that’s 
hated?’ It kind of  opened my eyes and made 
me take a closer look at fine art.”

And his talents quickly opened the eyes of  
others on the Brockport campus. Hopkins 
was a member of  the Organization for 
Students of  African Descent (OSAD) and 
became quite involved in the organization. 
After word of  his artistic abilities started 
spreading around campus, OSAD asked him 
to paint a mural in the Seymour College 
Union. The mural, which is still in Seymour 
today, was a map of  Africa.

“The idea was to demonstrate that Africa 
is the cradle of  civilization, it’s where we all 
come from,” Hopkins says. “It is the essence 
of  life itself.”

Hopkins is no longer writing on subway 
cars, the bricks of  the Tower Fine Arts 
Center or the walls of  the Seymour 
College Union. He’s become a world-class 
graffiti artist, with artistic partnerships 
formed around the globe and a list of  
clients that include a number of  corporate 
heavyweights. 

Most of  his corporate work has appeared 
on the streets of  Philadelphia and New 
York City. In 2004, he was commissioned by 
Reebok to do a huge mural on the corner of  
12th and Carpenter streets in Philadelphia to 
help launch a new apparel line. This mural, 
in particular, meant quite a bit to Hopkins 
because Reebok gave him creative control—
something that rarely happens.

“We had the opportunity to design 
the whole concept and put it on the wall 
ourselves,” Hopkins explained. “That is rare 
these days. Corporations normally have an 
idea of  what they want and then we just 
have to do it.”

Another corporate work that Hopkins 
will never forget was commissioned by 
Heineken. This one isn’t remembered for 
the creative freedom he was given, but for 
the controversy it created. The artwork was 
a party scene and it was put up in a largely 
African-American community. It was only 
up for 24 hours before community members 
came out and painted over it.

“They just didn’t want it there,” Hopkins 
said. “If  we had put up a billboard there, 
nobody would have thought anything 
about it. But painting is more susceptible to 
criticism. People find it easy to target.”

Further, Hopkins explained, his work is 
quite conspicuous. 

“If  a billboard would have been put up, 

it would have been put up at night and then 
you’re out of  there,” he says. “But when 
you’re out there painting, you’re out there 
for a day or two. You’re interacting with the 
community and you have to deal with all of  
that feedback—positive or negative.”

For those reasons and others, Hopkins 
has moved away from corporate advertising. 
Now, his work focuses more on self-
expression and relevancy. He says he wants 
to wake up the minds of  the masses and 
show what’s really happening in the world 
today. 
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Below: The Edge of the World was 
commissioned by the DC Commission 
of Arts and Albus Cavus in 2008. This 
spray paint mural is still standing in 
Washington, DC.



“I see myself  as a visual medicine man,” 
Hopkins says. “I’m going to use my work 
to say things that are going to be disturbing 
to people. I want people to pay me to get 
disturbed because they want to be cured. It 
may make people uncomfortable when they 
see it—we all have these shadows and aspects 
of  ourselves that we sweep under the carpet. 
But then you just have a lump under the 
carpet. You have to deal with it. And that’s 
what I’m here to do.”

Hopkins also is an instructor at the Art 
Academy of  San Diego, where he shares 
with students his unique style of  creative free 
expression.

“Teaching is tremendous. It’s where I 
have the opportunity to share everything 
I’ve learned,” he said. “When you teach the 
creative process, you have a huge advantage 
because you’re not regimented to teach a 
certain curriculum such as math or science. 
But through the process of  teaching through 
art, there is so much that you could instill 
in people’s minds. You can go into math, 
science, art and spirituality through the art of  
creation.”

 Hopkins also tries to teach them a new 
perspective on an often misunderstood and 
much maligned art form. He hopes that such 
an understanding will spread to others.

 “America is still very young in its 
understanding of  art,” he said. “America has 
treated graffiti as a bastard child. It doesn’t 
want to associate with it. It doesn’t want 
to claim it, and it’s an art form that was 
born and raised in this country. It’s highly 
celebrated in Europe and understood. Even 
the so-called ‘negative’ aspects are embraced. 
There is writing all over the walls all over 
the city … it’s not frowned upon. It’s just 
looked at as part of  existence. It’s not ugly. 
They embrace all of  it and don’t say this part 
is ugly or this part is beautiful. They have a 

better understanding of  what the art form 
truly represents.”

What it means for Hopkins is the same 
as what it means for countless other graffiti 
artists looking to leave their mark on a 
public canvas. “It’s huge,” he said. “It’s 
an opportunity to find identity. That’s the 
most important part. Even though people 
who don’t do it view it very negatively, 
it’s an opportunity to create identity. It’s 
very similar to advertising to some degree. 
You’re creating a brand. You’re saying, ‘I 
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Left: Humble Violence, a spray paint mural 
that is still standing, was commissioned by 
The Way of No Way in Woodland Hills.

Below: Fisheyed is a spray paint on canvas 
painting that was commissioned by Dick 
Blick Art Supply in 2012.



exist. I am here.’ ”
According to Hopkins, it is the artistic 

intent that often is misread and not always 
valued in terms of  the alternatives graffiti 
provides. “It’s human expression. We’re 
human beings, and we all have to express 
ourselves. This is really a productive means 
of  expression—I say that in comparison 
to people who are out there murdering, 
blowing up places and committing 
other acts of  violence. Those are acts of  
expression as well. Graffiti is such a positive 
valve of  letting out energy.”

From a troubled youth to a Brockport 
graduate to a master artist and industry 
professional who has been invited to 
exhibit his work around the world, Hopkins 
continues to push the boundaries of  graffiti 
and move the art form forward.

“I think [graffiti] is growing in every 
direction,” he said. “I think for a while 
some of  my new work was really out there. 
And I was thinking, ‘Who’s going to relate 
to this craziness?’ But I finally met people 
whose minds are opening up more now 
than ever. For a while, I thought I was way 
ahead of  the curve, but now I think the 
curve is straightening out and people are 
like, ‘Yeah, we can relate.’ I feel good about 
that.”

Still, there is an outlaw element to 
graffiti, and where one person sees it as 
art another will only see urban decay and 
vandalism. 

“I don’t think it will ever be mainstream 
and accepted. It’s too easy to blame for the 
wrongs of  the world,” he said. “Politicians 
use it when they point to it and say, ‘We 
need to get rid of  graffiti and clean up the 
streets. The city will be safe.’ There’s an 
association between graffiti and violence, 
drugs and lower property values. I don’t see 
its negative reputation going anywhere. It’s 
too easy to blame.”

Hopkins thinks that appreciating graffiti 
is much like appreciating any other type of  
art.

“I think beauty is not necessarily 
perfection. I look at a city, and there’s 
writing all over the buildings. Most people 
say, ‘Why does it have to be like that?’ But 
to me, it’s actually beautiful. It’s all about 
perception.”

For more information about Daniel 
Hopkins and the unique and exciting work 
he creates, please visit www.posetwo.com.
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Left: God Self was shown at the 
Fridge Gallery in Washington, 
DC, in 2012.



By Mary E. McCrank

For Linda Mack-Simmons ’77 and 
Thurston Allen ’88/’95, The College 
at Brockport is synonymous with the 
Organization for Students of  African 
Descent (OSAD).

During their respective undergraduate 
years here, both were immersed in the 
activities of  the student organization and 
paving the way for today’s students.

“I remember a lot of  protesting to 
get what we needed to be successful,” 

said Mack-Simmons, who received 
her bachelor’s degree in social 
work with an emphasis in nursing 
in 1977 and who is a senior 
human resources associate for 
Emory Healthcare in Atlanta.

Those undergraduate days of  
activism, say Allen and Mack-
Simmons, helped define them as 
individuals and provided them 
with leadership skills for successful 
careers.
Allen said the biggest challenge 

during his undergraduate years 
was saving the College’s African-

American Studies program, 
which included the Sankofa 
African Dance and Drum 
Ensemble.

“At Brockport, having 
that leadership role was very 
instrumental in a lot of  things 

in my life,” said Allen, a web 
developer for CNN in Atlanta.

This is why Allen and 
Mack-Simmons are playing an 

instrumental role in a reunion, 
planned for July 20 to 22 at the 

College. The reunion is expected 

to draw hundreds of  alumni, all of  
whom were members of  OSAD or 
its predecessor, the Black Student 
Liberation Front (BSLF). BSLF was 
formed shortly after the State University 
of  New York launched an effort to 
recruit students of  color.

Students of  Hispanic and Latino 
descent were part of  BSLF and OSAD 
until the 1970s, when students formed 
the Association of  Latin American 
Students. Today, the College also has  
the Caribbean Club.

Karen Podsiadly, director of  
community development for the College 
and advisor to OSAD in the 1990s, 
said it’s important for today’s students 
to understand what the students before 
them went through to pursue their 
education.

“This is a group that contributed 
significantly through the years,” she 
said. “They really fought for access and 
equality on campus.”

Mack-Simmons and Allen agree, and 
this is why they are doing more than 
just gathering their friends together for 
a weekend. They are spearheading a 
campaign to raise money to create an 
endowed scholarship.

“I’ve always had a deep desire to have 
an alumni scholarship. I wanted it to 
matter that we came to Brockport,” said 
Mack-Simmons. “You want to leave a 
lasting legacy behind.”

The scholarship, she said, will bridge 
two generations and send a message 
to today’s students that the minority 
students who came to Brockport decades 
ago made a difference.

“I am absolutely certain that the 
students who came in the ’60s and ’70s 

Reunion
 reunites
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were definitely forerunners, some of  us 
being the first generation to go to college. 
You’re setting new territory,” she said.

“How are students going to make it 
through college now if  we don’t give back 
to the special programs that were there 
when we were there? If  it wasn’t for that, 
we wouldn’t have made it through. Paying 
it back is very important to so many of  us.”

Allen created the website for the reunion 
and the scholarship, and the social media 
is working. At the time of  publication, they 
have already raised one-third of  the total 
needed to endow the scholarship. 

“I need to make it something bigger than 
just a group of  people getting together,” he 
said. “It will keep OSAD going and have 
an impact on students who are there. A lot 
of  schools didn’t have an OSAD. We don’t 
want it to go away.”

In high school, Mack-Simmons, a 
native of  Yonkers, NY, was part of  the 
Upward Bound program, which prepared 
financially disadvantaged youth for 
college. While she dreamt of  attending an 
historical black college, she was introduced 
to the nursing program at Brockport and 
was awarded grants to attend the school.

“So my mother said, ‘You’re going to 
Brockport,’” Simmons said. “I had never 
heard of  it and didn’t know where it was. It 
turned out to be one of  the best places.”

It was challenging, she acknowledged, 
but she and her peers worked through 
issues together to persevere and successfully 
complete their college education. Often 
stigmatized, they needed a presence and 
got that collectively, including through 
socializing together at BSLF’s off-campus 
house that was host to social events. 

“We were kind of  like extended family 

when we were away from home. It was a 
great experience,” she said. “I think for 
many years we felt like we were invisible on 
the campus. For me, it was very important 
that we establish a legacy.”

OSAD would bring in guest speakers 
and address the shortcomings of  the 
school, working to expand and enhance the 
educational experience and fight injustices 
such as Apartheid.

“I don’t know what my college 
experience would’ve been like without 
that,” Allen said, adding that having the 
opportunity to learn to solve problems 
and do things with his peers laid the 
groundwork for success.

Allen, who received his bachelor’s 
degree in communication in 1988 and 
his master’s in education in 1995 from 
Brockport, was recruited to teach in 
Atlanta. There, he found his way 
into the communications field. 
A self-declared news junkie, 
he said OSAD exposed 
him to politics. Combine 
that with being an early 
Internet user at Brockport, 
working on Netscape, and 
he gained the experience 
for his current role. In his 
spare time, Allen leads a 
black professional group 
at Turner Broadcasting, 
which strives to advance 
career development for young 
professionals at the company.

“OSAD gave me a lot of  
confidence to do a lot of  different things. 
It’s kind of  why I’m doing the reunion,” 
said Allen. “I felt like I could bring 
everyone back together because that’s what 

I did on campus.”
“The whole point of  this reunion is 

going back to give back,” he said. “We’re 
trying to connect the generations. That’s 
what this is all about.”

Podsiadly said the College’s history 
is intertwined with the efforts of  these 
pioneer students.

“They’re all a part of  this tapestry,” she 
said. “They all had an important role on 
this campus.”

For more information about the reunion, 
visit ww.osadbslf.com.

Reunion
pioneering students

of color
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By Mary E. McCrank

When Ralph Spezio ’69/’84 took the helm 
of  Enrico Fermi School 17 in Rochester in 1990, 
he went about a flurry of  activities to level the 
playing field for the children and families who 
were part of  the school community.

With 98 percent of  the students enrolled at the 
west-side city school living in poverty, he believed 
it was his responsibility as principal to open up the 
school to the residents of  the neighborhood.

“This is a sacred place for the children and 
their learning,” said Spezio. “I wanted this to be a 

true community school, 
and you can’t be a 

neighborhood 
school if  you’re 
busing kids from 

all four corners of  
the city.”
Spezio stopped open-

enrollment busing so the 
school could become a 
community school. He 

oversaw construction of  
a preschool. He raised 
funds for a community 

health and dental center. 
He created a tutoring 

program. He secured grants 
to buy musical instruments for 
the students so they could form 

an orchestra. And he developed 
a vibrant Parent Teacher 

Organization, hiring baby-
sitters so parents could attend 
the meetings.

He put a bell on the 
school to welcome 
students each morning. He 

installed a buzzer on the 
door to announce visitors. 
He distributed his pager 
number to neighbors so they 
could anonymously report 
vandalism.

He filled two-thirds of  his 
teaching staff  with  
 

 
Brockport graduates and developed an urban 
teacher preparation program with his alma mater, 
from which he received his bachelor’s degree 
in elementary education in 1969 and master’s 
degree in educational administration in 1984.

“I had the finest elementary school in New 
York state, and that was because of  Brockport,” 
said Spezio.

But despite all of  his efforts, Spezio remained 
concerned that a large segment of  School 17’s 
students had very serious learning and behavioral 
challenges. Further, he remained puzzled as to 
why these serious deficits were occurring.

“A significant number of  kids had serious 
learning and behavioral problems,” he said. 

After a school nurse noted yet another student 
had lead poisoning, Spezio received permission 
from Monroe County’s health director to review 
his students’ public health records. What he found 
“stunned and horrified” him: 41 percent of  the 
students and 100 percent of  the special education 
students had a history of  elevated levels of  lead 
in their blood that, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control, could cause permanent brain 
damage and a drop in IQ. In fact, lead at any 
level is unsafe for a developing child’s body.

The majority of  houses surrounding School 17, 
built in the 1800s, were in serious disrepair due to 
absent landlords. His students’ homes — where 
they lived, ate, slept and played — were actually 
dangerously toxic, reducing the children’s IQ and 
stealing their future, he said.

“What lead poisoning does to kids is horrible. 
It’s insidious,” he said. “Learning about this 
almost took my breath away.”

The neuropsychological problems associated 
with lead poisoning include delayed language or 
motor skills, hyperactivity, problems with learning 
and remembering new information, poor speech 
articulation, problems with motor coordination 
and inflexible problem-solving abilities. In 
addition, it can cause delayed general intellectual 
disabilities, including learning problems in 
reading, language, math and writing.

Symptoms include headaches, irritability, 
abdominal pain, vomiting, anemia, kidney 
disease, and blood pressure and skeletal problems.

The Principal
Alumnus Ralph Spezio talks about his fight to reduce risks of lead 
poisoning in Rochester schoolchildren 
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At a press conference held to reveal these 
findings to the public, Spezio called lead 
poisoning the “invisible and silent monster 
that was devouring our children right 
before our very eyes.”

The Rochester community became 
outraged and joined forces with Spezio to 
use education and policy change to fight 
this invisible menace. In 1999, Spezio 
helped found and served as co-chair of  the 
Coalition to Prevent Lead Poisoning.

The Coalition created partnerships 
with government, individuals, community 
organizations, foundations, the business 
community, grass-roots neighborhood 
associations and the University of  
Rochester Medical Center.

The community mobilized, Spezio said, 
to “eventually slay the terrible beast that 
has created carnage and devoured so many 
of  our children in the past,” surpassing 
many other communities throughout the 
nation. With officials from the school 
district working with those from the health 
and police departments, they were able to 
tackle this difficult issue and enact change.

The City of  Rochester passed the first 

City Housing Ordinance in the state for 
the primary prevention of  lead poisoning. 
The Rochester City School District passed 
the first school board primary prevention 
policy in the state and one of  the most 
comprehensive in the nation. 

Although the governor vetoed a major 
state law for primary prevention of  lead 
poisoning that was passed by the State 
Legislature, he did declare an executive 
order to form a multi-departmental task 
force to address the problem statewide.

Spezio has remained a relentless 
advocate for children, primary lead 
poisoning prevention and the promotion 
of  healthy environments and lifestyles. 
After retiring from School 17 in 2002, 
he took on two new challenges: serving 
as the community liaison for Project 
Believe at the University of  Rochester 
and as a doctoral student. He received his 
EdD in educational leadership from the 
University of  Rochester’s Warner School 
of  Education in 2011.

And he continues to talk about his 
experiences, lecturing last fall as part of  
Brockport’s American Democracy Project. 

Visiting campus brought back a flood of  
memories to Spezio and a reminder of  the 
integral role Brockport has played in his 
family.

In addition to his two degrees from 
Brockport, Spezio also received his 
Certificate of  Advanced Study in 
Educational Administration and New York 
State School Administrator and Supervisor 
Certification from the College.

And he remembers the times when 
he attended registration with his son, 
Sam Spezio ’06, a sergeant with the 
New York State Police, and speaking at 
the graduation of  his daughter, Andrea 
Ebner ’00/’05, a teacher at School 16.

“Brockport has been a launching pad for 
some folks, even in my own family,” Spezio 
said. “Brockport is really significant.”

Ralph Spezio ’69/’84, EdD; Kara Hebert ’13; and Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus Betsy Balzano, PhD.
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1940s
Mary Boewe ’44  
recently had her book, Beyond 
the Cabbage Patch: The 
Literacy World of Alice Hegan 
Rice, published.

1950s
Herbert Crandall ’53 
celebrated 65 years of 
service to the Bemus Point 
Fire Department located in 
Chautauqua County, NY.

Al Johnson ’54  
is an active member with 
the American Legion Post 
134 as a Vice Commander 
and is doing volunteer work 
as needed with the Retired 
Teacher Organization. He has 
also written an autobiography, 
My Hope, My Dreams and My 
Life, and is now working on a 
new book, The Principle Role 
of the Principal: for Teachers, 
Principals and Others.

Richard Cavallaro ’55 
had his book, My Sicilian 
Legacy, a memoir of his 
paternal grandparents’ journey 
to America from Italy, published. 
He is now writing a memoir 
of his maternal grandparents’ 
immigration to America.

Ed Nietopski ’57  
was inducted into the Brockport 
High School Wall of Honor for 
excellence as both a teacher 
and coach.

1960s
William Hunter ’60  
is finishing 17 years as the 
mayor of Clifton Springs, NY.

Carol MacDonald Lodder 
Schoonmaker ’60 
had her first book, Around 
Honeoye Lake: Richmond, 
Canadice and Honeoye, 
published in 2011.

Ray Scharf ’61  
finished in the top eight in the 
country in all six swimming 
events he entered at the 
Senior Games National 
Championships in Houston, 
TX, last summer. He trained 
for the US Masters National 
Championships held in 
Greensboro, NC, in April.

Dick Knab ’62  
was inducted into the Brockport 
High School Wall of Honor for 
excellence in soccer, basketball, 
and baseball.

Patricia White ’62  
served as superintendent of 
three school districts for 21 
years and is now serving as 
associate dean of the School 
of Education for Brandman 
University in Irvine, CA, where 
she is designing a new doctoral 
program in organizational 
leadership.

Gerald Hilfiker ’64 
is now the Archdeacon of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Western 
New York.

Dennis Read ’66  
is the author of R.H. Cromek, 
Engraver, Editor, and 
Entrepreneur, published by 
Ashgate Publishing.

Richard Le Beau ’67  
was honored by having the 
Hilton (NY) High School’s 
Football, Soccer and Track 
Facilities renamed the Le 
Beau Field Complex. He was 
also inducted into the school 
district’s Athletic Hall of Fame 
as a soccer coach and athletic 
director.

Linda O’Leary ’67 
has retired from Beaver River 
Central School District after 43 
years of service.

Dale Brown ’68 
retired in February after working 
in the banking field for 43 years.

D. Gregory Van Dussen ’69 
has retired from full-time 
pastoral ministry.

1970s
Nancy Carriuolo ’70  
was a 2011 Women of 
Achievement Award winner 
from the YWCA of Northern 
Rhode Island. This award is 
given to women who promote 
peace, justice, freedom 
and dignity in their local 
communities.

Norman Ward ’71 
retired after 40 years with the 
Chemung Canal Trust Co. in 
Elmira, NY.

Richard Cook ’72  
has been selected for inclusion 
in New York Super Lawyers 
2011 and The Best Lawyers 
in America for 2012. Super 
Lawyers is a rating service of 
outstanding lawyers based 
on peer recognition and 
professional achievements.

Christine Lavin ’73  
has won an American Society 
of Composers, Authors, and 
Publishers Deems Taylor 

Award in the pop music books 
category for Cold Pizza For 
Breakfast: A Mem-Wha??

Paul Giannone ’74  
wrote Dear Kara, One Man’s 
Journey From War to War, 
which was scheduled for 
publication this spring.

Nancy Hewitt ’74 
had an edited collection, No 
Permanent Waves: Recasting 
Histories of US Feminism, 
published. She also received 
the Scholar-Teacher Award 
from Rutgers University for 
combining excellence in the 
classroom and in research.

Paul Pape ’74  
was recently made a member of 
the Academy of Television Arts  
and Sciences.

Cynthia Acklin ’75 
is a member of the Board of 
Directors and the vice chair of 
the Adult Learning Division of 
the Ohio Association for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation 
and Dance. She also is a 
member of the Gamma Lambda 
Chapter of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International.

Wayne Bassarear ’75  
has retired from teaching 
special education in Polk 
County, Florida, after 32 years.

Todd Lilly ’75  
has joined the faculty of 
the School of Education at 
Edgewood College in Madison, 
WI.

Tracy Nieporent ’75  
is celebrating his 20th 
anniversary as director of 
marketing for The Myriad 
Restaurant Group.

Gary Mundt ’76 
has retired after 33 years of 
teaching secondary English.

Class notes

Cathy Appleby ’75 (far 
left) and Lisa Thompson 
’02 (far right) welcomed 
legacy families to 
Brockport during Welcome 
Weekend 2011. Gabrielle 
Uzarowski and her 
mother, Lisa Uzarowski 
’92, are pictured receiving 
a gift from the Alumni 
Association.
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Amy Nieporent ’76  
is a nursing instructor for Holy 
Name Hospital’s LPN Program 
in Teaneck, NJ. This program 
has the highest rating of any 
LPN Program in the US.

Susan Jones ’77  
celebrated 20 years at George 
Mason University in September 
and was promoted to associate 
provost and university registrar.

Gary Sanger ’77  
gave a presentation about 
La Nina to the 2010 annual 
meeting of the National Weather 
Association. He also gave a 
presentation on media outreach 
and climate data to the 2011 
meeting of the American 
Geophysical Union.

Kathleen Isaac ’78 
became the distinguished 
lecturer and coordinator of 
Graduate Dance Education 
Programs at Hunter College.

Janna Heyman ’79 
was promoted to associate dean 
at Fordham University Graduate 
School of Social Service.

Mark Pringle ’79 
has joined the faculty at the 
Geneva City School District 
Guidance Department.

1980s
Debra Cantor-Harbatkin ’82
relocated with her family to the 
Cincinnati, OH, area in October 
2011.

Thomas Wilson ’83  
has been named vice president 
of performance improvement at 
Atlas Research, a health care 
consulting and research firm 
based in Washington, DC.

Timothy Bonomo ’84  
has been promoted to assistant 
professor in the Business 
Administration and Computing 

Division at Corning Community 
College.

Christine Cook ’84,  
the president and CEO of 
Capiche, LLC, has earned 
accreditation by iOpener 
Institute for People and 
Performance. She is the only 
iOpener accredited coach in 
the Pacific Northwest. iOpener 
is a company that focuses 
on keeping your employees 
happy in the workplace. She 
also received her master’s in 
management from Southern 
Oregon University in 2011.

Michael Giardino ’84  
has been selected as the new 
Village of Brockport manager.

Emeterio Otero ’84,  
the executive dean of Monroe 
Community College’s Damon 
City Campus, has been named 
the 2011 Hispanic Business 
Person of the Year by the 
Rochester Hispanic Business 
Association.

Phillip Raschiatore ’84 
was promoted to master 
detective for the Hillsborough 
County (FL) Sheriff’s Office.

Joseph Pittman ’85  
had his crime novel, London 
Frog, released in paperback, 
and last fall his novel, A 
Christmas Wish, was published.

Mark Joerger ’86 
was promoted to international 
account Manager for UPS Inc. in 
the Mid South District located in 
Tennessee.

Kristine Duffy ’87  
is now the vice president 
of enrollment management 
and student development at 
Onondaga Community College.

Phillip Gaffney ’88  
has been appointed as the 
new athletic director at Georgia 
Highlands College located in 
Rome, GA.

Laura Wells-Spicer ’88  
was appointed as the 
coordinator of Nurses Improving 
Care for Healthsystem Elders 
(NICHE) at the Newark-Wayne 
Community Hospital.

1990s
Theodore Fowler ’91,  
a KeyBank vice president who 
is responsible for 13 Albany 
branches, has been named 
area retail leader for KeyBank’s 
Capital Region Retail Banking 
team.

Barbara Surash ’91  
was named the executive 
director for education for the 
Hilton Central School District.

Gretchen Fatouros ’92  
has a new book, It’s All About 
the Memories: Preserving our 
Precious Memories for Future 
Generations, in the process 
of being published. This book 
is a guide to basic digital 
photography.

Vincent Leone ’93 
is now a Corrections Counselor 
with the New York State 
Department of Correctional 
Services.

Paul Wendel ’93  
has announced his candidacy 
for the County Legislature’s 
18th District. He is the endorsed 
Republican candidate in the 
race.

Esco Buff ’94  
was inducted into the 
International Horseshoeing Hall 
of Fame.

Stephen Rosenberg ’94  
was appointed as assistant 
principal at Timberwood Middle 
School in Humble, TX.

Kimberly Sanford-Morgan 
’94
was selected by Keuka College 
as the director of admissions in 
November 2011.

Mary Colleen Sullivan 
House ’94 
was recently selected as the 
Outstanding Staff Nurse at 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute. 
She also was a candidate for the 
2011 Nurse of Distinction Award 
for the Professional Nurses 
Association of Western New 
York, New York State Nurses 
Association.

Kyle York ’94  
was awarded Outstanding Task 
Force Commander from the 
Executive Office of the President 
of the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy in North Carolina.

Lisa Papke ’95  
was honored with the New 
York State Financial Aid 
Administrators Association 
Region Two Service Award 
for her work as a financial 
aid counselor at Genesee 
Community College.

George Berghorn ’96  
was appointed dean of Lansing 
Community College’s Technical 
Careers Division in Michigan.

Moniek Sials-Lee ’96  
has been named the principal 
of Listwood and Southlawn 
Schools by the West Irondequoit 
Board of Education.

Marie Blum ’97  
retired as Canaseraga Central 
School District’s superintendent 
in February.

Karla Hatley ’97 
was promoted to associate 
director of affinity and 
multicultural engagement in the 
Office of Alumni Relations at the 
University of Rochester. 

Young alumni event 
at SoHo Burger Bar in 
Buffalo, in November. 
Karen Rochford ’07, 
Brad Schreiber ’83, 
Brian Rochford ’03, 
Heather Wolf-Rochford 
’02, Brooke Pericak ’09, 
and Bill Sachman ’07.

College at Brockport Night 
with the Rochester Red 
Wings. Future Brockport 
alumni enjoy the  game 
with Mitsy.
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David Mandrycky ’97 
received a 2011 Rochester 
Business Journal Forty Under 
40 Award.

Ryan Nobles ’98 
was named to the news anchor 
team at television station WWBT 
(NBC12) in Virginia.

Anthony Panipinto ’98 
was honored as the top New 
York Wildlife Conservation 
Officer for 2010 by the Shikar-
Safari Club International.

Nicholas Locicero ’99  
is the newest associate at 
the law offices of Cohen 
and Lombardo PC. He will 
concentrate his practice in the 
area of residential real estate, 
family/matrimonial, personal 
injury, and civil litigation.

Charles Mitrano ’99  
received the Prestigious 
NCAA Bob Fredrick Award, 
which honors an NCAA coach, 
administrator or staff member 
who demonstrates a history of 
sportsmanship.

2000s
Adam Gerstenhaber ’00 
moved to Ohio, where he is 
the afternoon drive host on a 
new sports talk radio station in 
Cleveland.

Tracey Dreisbach ’02  
received a 2011 Rochester 
Business Journal Forty Under 
40 award.

Daryl Smith ’02
was appointed as the college 
registrar for D’Youville College.

Maj. Brian Wood ’02 
is the Regimental S6 for The 
Olde Guard (3rd Infantry 
Regiment) at Fort Myer, Va. 

Kevin Martz ’03  
was promoted to assistant 
professor in the Math/Physics/
Technology/Engineering Division 
at Corning Community College.

Alison Cresov ’04  
has been elected president of 
the National Council of Jewish 
Women, Greater Rochester 
Section for the 2011-12 year.

Fortune B.K.A. Tor ’04  
became a United States citizen 
at the Naturalization Ceremony 
held on the College at Brockport 
campus Friday, September 16.

Dana Boshnack ’05  
has been appointed principal at 
Brockport High School.

Kevin Collins ’05  
was named the strength and 
conditioning coach for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets NHL 
team.

Capt. Racheal Wood ’05  
is serving in the US Army 
Nurse Corps and is stationed 
in Washington, DC. Brian and 
Racheal’s son, Jackson, is now 
10 months old.

Jason Giaconia ’07 
was hired as senior operations 
coordinator for The Washington 
Center in Washington, DC.

Michele Sampsell ’07 
was featured in the New York 
State United Teachers’ August 
newsletter for her creative 
teaching methods at an 
alternative school, where she 
teaches physical education.

Kimberly Becker ’08 
has been selected as the 
communications associate for 
the American Red Cross in 
Rochester.

Julia Decker ’08  
was selected as the new head 
coach of the women’s lacrosse 
team at Hilbert College.

Lauren Natti ’08 
has joined the faculty at Geneva 
City School District in the 
Physical Education department.

Ashley Broadhurst ’09  
was named Spencerport High 
School’s varsity girls basketball 
coach.

Bobby Brooks ’09  
is the new physical education 
teacher for the Angel Oak 
Elementary School in Johns 
Island, SC.

Alex Hinckley ’09 
was hired as marketing assistant 
for the US Tennis Association of 
New England in Westborough, 
MA.

Debra Joseph-McEwen ’09
was recognized by the Cont-
inuing Education Association of 
New York for her achievements 
in life by awarding her the 
annual Charles A. Burns 
Outstanding Adult Student 
Award.

Kimberly Morris ’09  
is now the head coach for the 
field hockey and woman’s 
lacrosse teams at Wells College.

Melanie Plunkett ’09  
has joined the faculty at Geneva 
City School District as a special 
education teacher.

2010s
Kyle Dunlap ’10 
was hired as a territory manager 
with R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company in the York, PA, area.

Amanda Seef ’10  
is now a reporter at Eagle 
Newspapers. She covers 
municipal, crime and breaking 
news about the City of Syracuse 
and 14 surrounding towns and 
villages.

Lashawn Clay ’11  
has accepted a position with 
AIDS Care in Rochester.

Jenna Smith ’11  
was selected as an assistant for 
the women’s basketball team at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Adam Yeoman ’11  
Recently had his book, The 
World in Our Hands, released. 
The book covers the origins 
and reasons for the current 
worldwide economic and 
political climate.

The young alumni crew 
got together at Laser 
Quest in Rochester in the 
fall of 2011. 

Taylor Mucaria ’09 
(pictured in Islanders 
jersey) and his crew 
enjoying the hockey game.
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The College welcomed 
alumni back to campus 
in February for the 
Fifth Annual Student 
Leadership Conference. 
Pictured above is Don 
Bartalo ’64 and his 
session’s attendees.

Brockport alumni on the 
ice after the game. 
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Marriages
Travis Grover ’99 married Katie 
Bishop May 3, 2008.

Jennifer Jean Vroman Cook ’02 
and Daniel O’Neill Cook married April 
2, 2011.

Nicoli Gonnella ’08 and Allyson 
Younis ’09 married May 14, 2011.

Rachel Joan Millspaugh ’08 and 
Adam Matthew Tabelski married July 
9, 2011.

Seth Tenenbaum ’09 and Mary 
Fontanella-Tenenbaum married 
November 6, 2011.

Births
Nancy Kastan ’96 and her husband, 
Charles Kastan, welcomed their son 
Chase Matthew Kastan June 3, 2011.

Jaime VanDeMortal Richardson 
’98 and her husband, Andrew 
Richardson, welcomed their third 
daughter, Rylee, April 9, 2011. She 
was welcomed home by big sisters, 
Morgan and Taylor. 

Travis Grover ’99 married Katie 
Grover and brought their daughter, 
Lillian Ro Grover, into the world 
January 10, 2010. 

Melanie Wagner ’99 and Darren 
Fazio ’02 welcomed their first child, 
Dean, May 3, 2011.

Kelly Cornmire McNamara ’97/’00 
and Stephen McNamara welcomed 
their daughter Kerry Anne.

Don Ranalli ’01 welcomed his first 
child, son Cash Michael Ranalli, June 
30, 2011.

Jacob Rowley ’01 and Amanda Hall 

Rowley ’01 welcomed a new baby 
boy, Cole, July 18, 2011. He joins big 
sister Madelyn.

Adam D.J. Huck ’05 and Michelle 
Morgan Huck ’07 celebrated the 
arrival of their son, Connor Morgan 
Huck, August 11, 2011.

Deaths
Alumni
Deborah Agee ’79
Ethel Anderson ’39
John Baily ’81
Roger Baust ’70 

Emma Beaty ’44
Roger Bell ’56
Shirley Buetens ’49
Alexander Cannioto ’36
Linda S. Cook ’89
Deborah Cromwell-Stamp ’05
Sam DiSisti ’52
Fayne Doering ’60
Ann Durgin Kempner ’54
Lois Fiddle ’57
Warren Heiligman ’53
Nancy Hemry-Botts ’84
Harold Houpt ’59
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alumni news

The Office of  Alumni Relations and 
Development has brought back a familiar 
student club whose mission is to instill in 
the College community what it means to 
be a Golden Eagle and “Bleed Green and 
Gold.” 

The Future Alumni Network (FAN) 
Club began recruiting members this past 
fall. The new club is similar to the Student 
Alumni Association that existed back 
in the ’90s. The club elected its slate of  
officers from its more than 20 members, 
and already much excitement is brewing.

Club Vice President Garrett Roe ’13 
believes FAN is one of  the most beneficial 
clubs on campus. “One of  the main goals of  this group is to 
connect current students with Brockport alumni. Fostering alumni 
connections with students is important, especially for career guidance 
and mentoring opportunities,” said Roe, who helped plan FAN’s first 
major event in conjunction with The History Forum. The program 
brings back to campus alumni from the Rochester and Buffalo areas 
who majored in history while at Brockport. These alumni share with 

current history students their own experiences 
and reveal career paths that are available to the 
soon-to-be history alumni.

The FAN Club also is responsible for the 
newly published Brockport Bucket List, a book 
that represents a collection of  unique Brockport 
experiences the club believes all students must 
have before graduating and moving on from 
their College home.

 During the pilot program with the Class 
of  2012, students recorded their Brockport 
memories, took photos with their favorite 
professors, attended athletic events, or just took a 
walk along the historic Erie Canal with friends. 
Club President Kelsey Battaglia ’14 loves the 

book. “This is like a yearbook. We can capture our college memories 
and remember them for years to come.” The hope is that the book 
will be released to all students next year.

For more information about the FAN Club, visit the club’s website 
at www.brockport.edu/alumni/fan_club. 

New FAN Club Nurtures Fledgling Eagles
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In May, the College welcomed Kerry Gotham 
to its team as director of  alumni relations. Gotham 
brings with him into his new role experience in 
building an award-winning alumni program and an 
enthusiasm for the Brockport alumni base.

He joins us from Nazareth College, where he has 
worked for the past 12 years and served as director 
of  alumni relations since 2004. At Nazareth, 
Gotham received regional and national recognition 
for creative and innovative alumni programs. 

Gotham received his bachelor’s in biology 
from Nazareth in 1998 and his master’s in higher 
education administration from Syracuse University 
in 2000.

I am excited to be a part of  the Brockport family and look 
forward to working with the great people who are connected to 
this fine institution. I had the pleasure to meet three alums at a 
networking event in Buffalo on day three of  my new adventure 
here. It only reaffirmed my enthusiasm for this place as I was 
able to hear what makes Brockport so special to them. I look 
forward to connecting with many more of  you down the road 
to hear your stories and the passion that you possess for the 
College. 

It is my goal to take your stories, passions and connections 
to move the overall alumni engagement at The College 
Brockport to a new level. We need to make sure that we are 
serving the needs and interests of  alumni, as well as the 
institution, to ensure the involvement and support of  alumni 
in the life of  the College. This includes how we communicate, 
utilize technology, provide volunteer opportunities and develop 
our programming. A critical piece of  this effort will include 
your partnership in keeping us in the loop with your ideas, 
feedback and contact information. Yes, we absolutely want to 
know what is going on with you—not only to be able to deliver 
news and updates, but also to provide our current students with 
networking opportunities, and to help our prospective students 
understand what they can attain with a Brockport degree as 
we market to the next generation of  Golden Eagles.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in working 
together to provide the highest quality alumni experience for you 
and your 80,000 fellow Brockport alums. So let’s get started, 
shall we?

A Welcome From the new Director of  Alumni Relations



31

Heather Saffer ’10 is a celebrity, and so 
are her cupcakes. It all began when Saffer, 
owner of  Dollop in Penfield, NY, vied for a 
chance to compete in the baking challenge 
on Food Network’s Cupcake Wars. 

The show challenges contestants in 
increasingly difficult elimination rounds in 
which they must think on their feet, work 
against the clock and tap into their creative 
muse while maintaining a cool head. The 
bakers also are required to incorporate 
specific ingredients and flavors into their 
creations for the initial round, which then 
become the foundation for the final round 
bakeoff. A panel of  judges evaluates the 
cupcakes created in the various rounds, 
moving the two best bakers forward 
into the final round—the 1,000 cupcake 
bakeoff  extravaganza. For this final round, 
contestants are challenged to whip up a 
mountain of  cupcakes created to a specific 
designated theme. And they must complete 
the task in just two hours.

Saffer competed on the show edition that 
aired February 19, baking to the theme of  
Monster Truck Jam. The competition was 
stiff. Saffer competed against three other 
professional bakers, edging them out with 
her Ultimate Dude cupcake, a chocolate 
cake with a cookie dough filling and peanut 
butter frosting, topped off  with a chocolate 
chip cookie, caramel drizzle and sea salt. 
The show placed the Ultimate Dude in its 
“difficult” category for those who want to try 

making it at home. Thanks to her Ultimate 
Dude, she walked away with the $10,000 
prize, which she plans to invest in her 
business.

Saffer taught herself  the art of  cupcake 
making through online videos and 
experimenting with various flavors and 
baking techniques. Earning her bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from The College 
at Brockport helped pave the way for her 
career as a successful business owner. “My 
psychology major helped me to better 
understand people,” said Saffer. “I also 
learned that I don’t sit still very well and 
that a traditional career path would not be 
in my future.”

Three years ago, Saffer opened The 
Cupcake Dreamery, selling cupcakes out 
of  the Boulder Coffee Building at the 
Rochester Public Market. A year later, 
she moved to her current store near the 
Four Corners in Penfield and changed the 
business name to Dollop.

Saffer knew she wanted to set her 
business apart from other bakeries, creating 
the concept of  a custom cupcake bar, 
where customers can be creative and even 
adventurous, ordering up their cupcakes to 
their own unique specifications. “Saturdays 
are Crazy Cupcake Days at Dollop. We’ve 
done cupcakes that include corndog, pizza, 
popcorn, and chicken and waffle. People 
seem to like the unexpected,” said Saffer. 
When asked if  she has a personal favorite,  

 

she replied, “Anything with peanut butter 
frosting.”

Besides investing her time in conjuring 
up specialty cupcake flavors, Saffer also 
is looking forward to the future, telling 
us, “I am keeping open the door to new 
opportunities and am ready to invite in the 
people who are able to assist me in reaching 
any future goals. I’ve done everything on my 
own up to this point but am now ready to 
accept help from others.” 

For cupcake lovers, there’s nothing a cupcake 
cannot cure, including a broken heart. This creation, 
Broken Heart Cupcake by Heather Saffer, has the 
right ingredients to brighten any day. 

More than 50 alumni of  Brockport’s 
Washington Internship Program gathered for 
a special evening with College and program 
leadership May 31 in the Hall of  States 
building in the nation’s capitol.

The gathering, the largest reunion in 
the history of  the program, was hosted by 
Brockport President John R. Halstead. Also 
traveling from the College to meet the alumni 
were Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Anne E. Huot and Vice Provost for 
Academic Affairs P. Michael Fox.

Halstead and Huot addressed the crowd 
about the value of  the program—known by 
many as the Washington Semester Program—
and Brockport’s commitment to its place in 
the College’s long-term strategic plan.

Event organizer Curtis Hill, college 

philanthropy, organized the event with John 
Fitzpatrick, program director. Fitzpatrick 
and Mike Weaver, founding director of  the 
program, welcomed the College leadership 
and echoed their support of  the program.

In addition, Weaver and his wife, 
Anne, were presented with a gift from 
president Halstead, recognizing Weaver’s 
accomplishments throughout the years. 
Established in 1967, the program’s first class 
interned in the spring of  1969.

Alumni of  the program have gone on to 
lead successful careers not only in Washington 
but in all sectors, including international 
relations. The program draws interns from 
Brockport and about two dozen schools that 
are members of  the program consortium. 
Students intern in Congressional offices, 

executive agencies, the Supreme Court, 
political party organizations, interest groups 
and think tanks and attend seminar classes  
at night.

“I felt so strongly about the program  
that I started a scholarship for the interns,” 
said Hill.

While connecting with program alumni, 
Hill said he became so impressed with 
their accomplishments and professional 
successes that he was inspired to establish the 
scholarship fund in the name of  his aunt and 
uncle, who met in DC during World War II.

Others who are interested in creating 
similar scholarships may contact Hill  
at (585) 208-2832 or chill@brockport.edu.

Washington Internship Program Alumni Gather in DC for Reunion



A planned gift allows you to:
•		Make	a	significant	gift	without	affecting	your		
current	income

•		Support	the	program	or	area	of	your	choice,		
or	give	to	the	area	of	greatest	need

•		Provide	a	charitable	tax	deduction	for	your	estate

•		Ensure	that	tomorrow’s	Brockport	students	have	
the	best	possible	educational	opportunities

Define your legacy
Include The College at Brockport in your will or trust today and 
make a lasting and powerful impact on tomorrow’s students.

To learn more about how you can invest in the future of  
The College at Brockport through planned giving, contact  
Brad Schreiber at (585) 395-5161 or bschreib@brockport.edu.

Visit us online at www.brockport.edu/giving/guide/planned.

Join the generous donors of the Gloria Mattera Heritage Society who have already provided for The College at Brockport through their estate planning. 
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Preparing for my retirement this summer has given me an 
opportunity to take stock of  my own career at The College at 
Brockport while considering where the College has been and 
where it is headed.  Looking forward, I confidently predict a 
bright future lies straight ahead. 

After several years of  major State Budget reductions (2008-
09 through 2010-11) due to the national and state economic 
crisis, 2011-12 appears to be a year of  stabilization. Recently 
the Governor and Legislature approved the NY-SUNY2020 
P lan .  NY-SUNY2020 inc ludes  the  proposed  F ive  Year 
Rational Tuit ion Plan, which is  generating 
add i t i ona l  tu i t i on  revenues  that  make  i t 
possible for us to achieve a close-to-balanced 
budget. What’s more, our prudent financial 
management and significant cash balance have 
helped us weather these past  four dif f icult 
years by allowing us to maintain normal levels 
of  full-time faculty and protect our academic  
core. 

The more optimistic financial outlook has 
given us the opportunity to begin a strategic 
re - inve s tment  p rog ram based  on  c r i t i ca l 
pr ior i t ies  wi thin our Strategic  Plan 2011-
2016. This re-investment program includes 
one-time expenditures for equipment and programs as well 
as permanent funding for restoring some “frozen” positions 
as well as adding new positions to support student success. 
We will be looking closely at the 2012-13 State Budget for 
additional strategic investment opportunities.  

We are fortunate that New York state continues to allocate 
funds for capital projects. The 2008-09 to 2012-13 Capital 
Plan — funded at requested levels each year — provides us 
with about $19 million annually for critical maintenance 
projects. Our capital projects have included major renovations 
to the Tower Fine Arts Center and Smith Hall, a series of  
renovations to the Tuttle Athletics Complex, as well as work 
on a number of  smaller projects. We also acquired capital funds 
for strategic initiatives, receiving $39 million for our Special 
Events Recreation Center (opening this fall) and more than 
$29 mil l ion for our new Liberal  Arts  Building (planned 
opening fall 2014). Our recently completed Facilities Master 
Plan provides a roadmap for capital projects for the next 10 
to 20 years. And, as SUNY consolidates the plans of  all state 
campuses, it is hoped that additional capital funding will be 
made available to Brockport in the next five years.

The College’s Middle States Self-Study saw many faculty 
and s ta f f  involved in var ious  work g roups,  success fu l ly 
demonstrat ing that  the Col lege meets  the required 14 

Standards of  Excellence. In April, we received word of  our 
successful re-accreditation.  

Perhaps  most  important ly,  th i s  summer we launched 
the College’s Strategic Plan for 2011-16. Our continuous strategic 
planning efforts are tightly aligned with our Mission Statement, 
affirming that our highest priority is student success. The  
aspiring strategic focus of  our new plan is for The College at 
Brockport to become a nationally recognized comprehensive 
master’s institution focused on student success. The framework 
supporting this goal is built on four overlapping constructs 

— Academic Quality and Engagement, Co- 
curricular and Support Programs, Learning 
Environment and Quality of  Place, and Culture 
of  Philanthropy and Alumni Connectedness. 
This framework has been used within and 
across divisions to develop goals, strategies 
and assessments for each construct. Student 
success is the unifying theme linking these 
interdependent constructs.

SUNY continues to move forward with system- 
wide planning, as evidenced by its strategic 
plan, “The Power of  SUNY,” composed of  
“Six Big Ideas.” Brockport is contributing in 
all six areas and has a particular focus on the 

Seamless Education Pipeline and an Energy-Smart New York. 
The Chancellor’s recent “State of  the University Address 
2012:  Gett ing Down to Bus iness”  inc ludes  an increased 
emphasis on cost, productivity, access and completion. These 
ambitious goals  wil l  require shif t ing administrative cost 
savings to academic and student services areas, allocating 
resources based on perfor mance, del ivering on the “Six 
Big Ideas,” implementing a seamless transfer process for 
community col lege graduates,  and obtaining s ignif icant 
improvement in student completion rates.

The Col lege at  Brockport  i s  wel l  pos i t ioned to  meet 
these chal lenges.  Our College has a strong tradit ion of  
transparency, shared governance and sound stewardship of  
financial resources, and I’m confident these core values will 
continue into the future.

In closing, I would like to paraphrase President Theodore 
Rooseve l t  a s  we  cont inue  to  manage  through t imes  o f  
uncertainty: “Speak softly and carry a large cash balance.”

by Lou Spiro ’82 
Vice President for Administration and Finance

“Speak softly and carry …”

FiRst person
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