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April 26, 2013, is a day I’ll always 
remember. I was privileged to be standing 
in front of  hundreds of  the College’s closest 
friends (plus many more that tuned in via 
our webcast), sharing the stage with our 
Foundation Board leadership as everyone 
in the room and beyond toasted the public 
launch of  Pursue Something Greater, a 
$25 million fundraising campaign that will 
forever change this College.

Whether it’s through scholarships, 
enhancements to the College, or investments 
in our faculty and academics, the money 
we raise over the next several years will 
positively impact generations of  Brockport 
students. We can rightfully call it a 
“transformative moment for the College” as 
one of  our senior professors conveyed to me.

One of  the academic programs I know 
will benefit is the sciences. Most of  us can 
recall the wonder and amazement we felt 
when watching a science teacher create 
an erupting volcano in the classroom; that 
moment a chemical reaction takes place and 
one thing becomes something else. Or when 
we launched a model rocket into the skies 
and chased the descending parachute across 
a field. For most of  us, those thrills remain 
a fond memory. For others, those early 
experiments may literally spark a lifetime of  
curiosity. These scientific experiments with 
dramatic results also seem to be a fitting 
metaphor for our Campaign launch to 
“Pursue Something Greater.”

I was reminded of  moments of  wonder 

and amazement when last fall we held our 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the renovated 
and modernized Smith Hall. Home to the 
departments of  chemistry and biochemistry 
as well as physics, this $14.8 million project 
completed a multi-year, $30 million 
renovation of  the Smith-Lennon complex. 

Dean Jose Maliekal and I spoke during 
the ceremony and everyone standing in 
front of  Smith Hall kept our eyes on an 
approaching storm. While I was a bit 
anxious that the skies would let loose and 
all in attendance would get drenched, Jose – 
being a meteorologist by training and armed 
with an umbrella – was excited.

Perhaps it is the ability to get excited by 
such natural phenomena that differentiates 
the scientists from the rest of  us. While 
I may be satisfied watching the Weather 
Channel or pulling up area prediction on 
my iPhone, we have students and faculty at 
Brockport that travel the Midwest searching 
for powerful storms. Our students are not 
only learning and doing research in the 
classrooms, they are getting out in the 
world. I have been fortunate to see some of  
the “Storm-Chaser” presentations at both 
Scholars Day and during “Mornings with 
the Professors”.

That experience of  getting out in the 
world isn’t limited to our students. If  you 
read deeper in this issue of  Kaleidoscope you 
will learn how several of  our alumni have 
used the base of  scientific knowledge they 
learned at Brockport to become doctors and 

nurses — to become true difference makers 
in their communities. Chris Norment, 
our end-page guest essayist, is professor 
of  environmental science and biology at 
Brockport. While Chris has been honored 
for his teaching abilities – he’s a recipient of  
a SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Teaching – he also spends time in the 
field conducting his own research and 
bringing that knowledge back to the 
classroom.

With the general acknowledgment among 
virtually everyone associated with education 
and industry that the STEM fields (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) are of  
upmost importance to the future success 
of  our country, I’m proud that our School 
of  Science and Mathematics is filled with 
world-class faculty that are committed 
to providing our students with a truly 
transformative experience.

And transformative is a word that brings 
me back to our campaign. What better gift 
can we give to future Brockport students 
than to ensure their opportunity to receive 
an education that will transform their lives? 
Pursue Something Greater indeed!

Best wishes,

John R. Halstead, PhD

PresidentHalstead

The wonder of science
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On April 26, 2013, The College at Brockport and the Brockport Foundation committed to a comprehensive campaign to raise $25 
million. With the theme, Pursue Something Greater, the campaign is already changing the way people think about and support their Alma 
Mater. “The response from our alumni and friends has been nothing short of  remarkable  —  and nothing less than I would have 
expected,” said Dr. John R. Halstead, president of  The College at Brockport.

To celebrate the campaign launch, 200 friends and donors gathered on campus and several hundred more joined online to raise the  
bar for philanthropy at Brockport. So far, more than $16.7 million has been raised for scholarships, faculty excellence, schools and 
programs, campus beautification and unrestricted dollars. The campaign is expected to conclude in June 2016.

Brockport SetS a courSe to 
Pursuesomethinggreater 
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the four key funding prioritieS 
eStaBliShed By the college:

Student Support ....................................... $ 12 million

Faculty, Schools and Programs .................. $ 9 million 

Campus and Facilities Enhancements ....... $ 2 million

The Fund for Brockport .............................. $ 2 million 

total: .......................................................$ 25 million 

underStanding our campaign prioritieS

how Do We Define student support? 

Student support includes scholarships and other funds that 
allow students, both undergraduate and graduate, to fully 
engage in their academic experience. That could take the 
form of  an internship or a research experience, attending a 
conference, studying abroad, or just having the freedom to  
not have to choose between a part-time job and enriching  
co-curricular activities. Student support equals student success.

Why “support for Faculty, schools and Programs”?

The strength and vitality of  the academic enterprise is 
the heart of  The College at Brockport. The College must 
be competitive if  it hopes to continue to attract the best and 
brightest faculty. Private support in the form of  endowed 
positions, faculty excellence funds for research and travel,  
and funding for equipment provide for a margin of  excellence 
that is otherwise unavailable.

Why are Campus and Facilities enhancements 
important?

An attractive physical setting can foster a sense of  belonging, 
be conducive to learning, invite interaction and the exchange 
of  ideas, and engender a sense of  pride of  place. While the 
State University of  New York provides resources for major 
capital projects like new buildings and major renovations of  
existing facilities, other improvements like new furnishings for 
a student lounge or technology upgrades for a classroom may 
go unfunded without private support. 

What is the Fund for Brockport?

The Fund for Brockport refers specifically to current use 
unrestricted dollars  —  gifts given to Brockport to be used at 
the discretion of  College leadership. These gifts are especially 
precious because they allow the College to respond quickly 
to challenges and take advantage of  new opportunities. The 
Endowment for Innovation also receives unrestricted endowed 
and planned gifts. Whether unrestricted funds are current use 
or endowed, they have the potential to transform the College 
in ways not yet imagined.



Feltner comes from a military family. Her father served in World 
War II while two of  her brothers served in Vietnam. That might 
explain why the practicing physician and mother of  two decided 
to join the Army Reserve. She did so after experiencing the loss 
of  three beloved family members. “They passed away within a 
five-year time span. It was a difficult time, and I needed to do 
something to challenge myself,” she said. “Since joining, I have 
spent months learning how to think, walk and act like a soldier.” 

Feltner is the Head Physician supervising three other physicians 
and two physician assistants at Unity Health Systems’ Spencerport, 
NY, office. Add to that her military commitment,  which now 
includes spending one weekend a month drilling, participating 
in annual training and providing medical services for military 
personnel and those in need. She recently returned from a three-
month deployment at Fort Dix, NJ, where she worked in a medical 
clinic. Her patients were soldiers who were either preparing to 
deploy overseas or those returning home. 

“I did the follow-up evaluation on patients if  any medical 
concerns were initially detected, and I also did sick call,” said 
Feltner. “I worked with four other physicians and many other 

medical personnel. What is so interesting in these deployments is 
that you work with people from many different backgrounds. In the 
medical clinic where I worked, there were personnel from Jamaica, 
China, Romania, Egypt, the Philippines, Nigeria, and Haiti as 
well as from all over the United States. All were incredibly devoted 
individuals with inspiring personal stories.” 

Feltner’s story is one that includes a deep appreciation for the 
impact of  Brockport on her life. She began her studies at the 
College in 1976 (after earning a Bachelor of  Arts in English at the 
University of  Toronto), and she describes Brockport as being, “an 
incredibly supportive intellectual environment.” “I was a bit older 
than the traditional bachelor’s degree student, and I attribute my 
success in the sciences to the late Kermit Schroeder, professor 
of  chemistry emeritus. Working one-on-one with his students, Dr. 
Schroeder showed a genuine interest in our success. He was a great 
man and an inspiration to me.”

Feltner says her time at Brockport set her on a course for the life 
ahead. “It was the perfect experience - the right teacher with the 
right group of  people at the right time. Dr. Schroeder wasn’t my 
official advisor, but he saw people and their talents and encouraged 
them regardless. The Department of  Chemistry had some of  the 
finest teachers I have ever met — Dr. Martha Vestling, Dr. 
Thomas Kallen, Dr. Emory Morris. The Department of  
Physics also was a great department. I remember Dr. Richard 
Mancuso and others.” 

She went on to earn a bachelor of  science in biology and a 
minor in chemistry at Brockport and eventually followed her 
younger brother Roland Feltner to the University of  Cincinnati. 
She also completed a Fellowship in Pharmacology at Mt. Sinai 
Medical Center after completing her work  
at Brockport.

Today Feltner keeps things in 
balance by staying active and 
spending time with family and 
friends. “I am blessed with a dear 
brother who I call to go for bike 
rides and walks in the woods. I’m 
a firm believer that the best way to 
recover from something stressful is 
to actively engage your mind and 
body. I love my time in the military. 
It is exciting working with a team 
of  professionals helping injured soldiers recover.”

One of  the most rewarding aspects of  her time at Fort Dix 
was having the opportunity to mentor medics and nurses with 
an ongoing series of  medical training classes. “These bright, 
motivated young individuals were eager to learn and share medical 

While others her age are busy planning their retirement and looking 
forward to slowing down their work pace, Elizabeth Feltner ’79 is 
taking on the rigors of military service. 

by Virginia Campbell ’89/’96

Serving Her Community  
and Her Country
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The first visit to Brockport for Jerry 
Dixon ’85/’89 didn’t go well. The 
Bronx native’s bus was late, and he 
had no way of  checking into the dorm 
he was supposed to stay in as part of  
that visit. Thirty years later, he speaks 
glowingly of  how his experience at 
Brockport shaped his life. It even came 
in handy when he was featured in a 
recent commercial for the home security 
giant ADT.

Many may know of  Dixon from his 
time spent working in the offices of  
Residential Life and Admissions at the 
College. His path to Brockport started 
at Westchester Community College 
where a staff  member told him how 
much her daughter had enjoyed the 
College. Knowing he wanted to major in 
communication, Dixon decided to visit 
the campus in the summer of  1983. It 
was a moment he’ll never forget.

“My bus got in late from New York. 
There was no one there to meet me. 
I’m wandering around this campus, and 
then I’m locked out of  the building,” he 
recalls with laughter.

That initial first impression didn’t 
last. He would go on to earn a 
communication degree in 1985 and 
later an MPA in 1989. The moment he 
received his graduate degree remains 
one of  the most memorable of  his life.  

“That was probably my most heartfelt 

accomplishment at Brockport. Not even 
getting tenure as a professional was as 
big as walking across that stage,” he 
says. “It was one of  the most challenging 
programs at Brockport at the time.”

Dixon’s time at Brockport wasn’t 
just about getting degrees. He started 
working in residential life as an 
undergraduate and later would be 
the residence director at Perry Hall. 
Additionally, he spent several years 
working in the admissions office — 
which allowed him to transfer many of  
the skills obtained from his broadcast 
communication studies. 

“Working in admissions gave me 
the opportunity to speak a lot - going 
out on the road, making presentations 
to parents and groups of  guidance 
counselors,” Dixon says.

Today, Dixon lives in the Raleigh, 
NC, area and works as a private 
admissions advisor for clients in North 
and South Carolina as well as New York 
City. While he has worn several hats 
throughout his higher education career, 
Dixon says he loves admissions the most. 

“Four to five years later you’re at the 
graduation and you’re seeing the parents 
that you saw when you went out on the 
road and recruited (the students),” he 
says. “They’re thanking you for giving 
their children an opportunity. It’s really 
overwhelming.”

knowledge. It was a pleasure to teach them 
and share my many years of  experience 
in the medical field. We truly have a 
remarkable group of  people in the Medical 
Service Corps.”

Treating soldiers on the move, especially 
those being deployed overseas, poses 
unique challenges. “We had to take into 
account where they were being sent, 
their role in their unit, the skill set they 
were required to have and how any 
medical problem would impact these 
issues,” said Feltner. “We collaborated 
with commanders, the head of  medical 
service and others in making our medical 
recommendations. The soldiers were 
coming from and going to diverse locations 
and each situation and assignment required 
a full evaluation of  all medical issues to 
make the mission successful.”

 “Throughout my life, I have continually 
challenged and reinvented myself, learning 
new skills and preparing for the next step. I 
attribute my love of  knowledge and desire 
to excel to The College at Brockport,” 
added Feltner. “I strongly believe I am a 
lifelong learner because of  the gift I was 
given of  being a student at Brockport. It 
was a seminal time for me.”

5

tHe reCruiter BeComeS 
tHe reCruited

Jerry Dixon ‘85/’89 recently put his 28-year-old communication degree to work when he 
was featured in a commercial for ADT. (Image provided by ADT)

by John McMahon
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Margay Blackman joined the 
faculty in 1977 and spent three decades 
at the College. In addition to her 
teaching responsibilities, she served as 
the Department of  Anthropology chair 
and supervised and mentored student 
interns. She devoted her life to studying 
people and their cultures — especially 
Northwest Coast Native Americans. 
Blackman was also a part of  numerous 
College-wide committees and launched 
the College’s Walk/Bike to Work Week. 
Her commitment to the College and 
her adopted home town is well known 
and recognized by her family, friends 
and colleagues. She is generous with her 
time, talent and financial resources. You 
could say philanthropy is second nature 
to Blackman and her generosity is wide 
ranging. 

She established a Department of  
Anthropology scholarship in honor 

of  Edwin S. Hall, Jr., professor of  
anthropology emeritus. Blackman has 
maintained her support of  the scholarship 
and recently added to her impressive 
pattern of  philanthropy — a commitment 
that will continue her legacy well into the 
future. 

“I am making a planned giving promise 
to support the College, designating two-
thirds of  the gift to the Department of  
Anthropology scholarship and the rest to 
the George Rich Student Philanthropy 
Award, as George did so much work with 
students, and the award helps the village as 
well,” says Blackman. Rich, a beloved alum 
and friend of  the College passed away in 
December 2011.

Although she is now enjoying emerita 
status, she stays connected to the College 
and extends her service to the community 
in her newest role as mayor of  the Village 
of  Brockport. As an anthropologist 

The New Webster’s Dictionary and Thesaurus describes anthropologist as “a specialist in 
anthropology.” The College at Brockport would describe an anthropologist as “Margay 
Blackman, professor of anthropology emerita.” 

From LeCture HaLL 
to viLLage HaLL

After spending so many years as the 
recruiter, Dixon used those same skills 
after his home was burglarized.  In the 
fall of  2012, he received a call from 
ADT regarding an alarm at his house. 
As it turned out, it wasn’t a false alarm. 
In a matter of  minutes, the police 
were called and the intruder was being 
apprehended as Dixon was returning 
home. He then launched a campaign 
with the ADT corporate office to have 
the dispatcher who handled his call 
involved in future call center training. 

“If  you could replicate the way he 
handled this call, you will help a lot of  
other people in the same situation,” 
Dixon told ADT. “This is so important 
to me. You need to take what he did for 
me and share it with other people.

“I was just so thankful to the young 
gentleman who called me,” he added. 
“He really knew how to calm me. I was 
upset. He knew how to extract certain 
information quickly from me.”

Ironically, Dixon would then become 
the recruited. Eventually, ADT decided 
to feature him in a commercial because 
they were impressed with how he 
recounted his experience. In a whirlwind 
couple of  weeks, Dixon was on the 
phone with ADT officials as well as 
producers and directors before the 
commercial shoot in Hollywood.

“The way you were handling the 
cameras and the set, you’ve done this 
before,” Dixon recalls the director 
telling him. “My first response was no.”

Later that evening, it dawned on him 
that he had done that kind of  work 
before. It was 28 years ago while a 
senior at Brockport. In fact, it was the 
first broadcasting-related work for Dixon 
since getting his degree. 

It was also more validation for Dixon 
of  that initial choice he made to attend 
Brockport. It’s a basis for the advice 
he gives his own clients when they are 
making similar decisions. 

“If  you can find a college like the one 
I attended, I would suggest you make 
that choice and go there,” he tells them. 
“You’ll know that’s where you belong 
and don’t look around any further. 

“It was an incredible experience,” 
Dixon says of  his time at Brockport. “It 
was fulfilling, nurturing and supportive. 
Brockport is an extended family.”

by Virginia Campbell ’89/’96
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mayor, she does her fieldwork touring the 
Department of  Public Works facilities and 
going on house inspections with the code 
enforcement officer. Prior to becoming 

mayor, she served on the village board and 
participated in police ride-alongs to gain 
a first-hand understanding of  the issues 
facing the Village of  Brockport Police 
Department, including student-safety 
concerns.

Blackman has been finding new and 
exciting ways to enhance the connections 
between the College and the village. She 
is a member of  the Off-Campus Relations 
Team and expanded opportunities for 
Brockport students by establishing the 
village’s Internships in Local Government 
program. The program gives students the 
opportunity to take part in the life of  the 
community and the village’s government. 

Even with an ambitious fitness schedule, 
her new job as village mayor and other 
commitments, Blackman still finds time 
to garden, enjoy her house full of  Native 
American art collected during her years of  
fieldwork in British Columbia and Alaska, 
travel with her partner Ulpian Toney and 
write essays. Her most recent work, Behind 
the ‘Screens’: A Collection, the Collectors and the 
Art, will be published by the University of  
Washington Press in the anthology, In the 
Spirit of  the Ancestors: Contemporary Northwest 
Coast Native Art, edited by Robin Wright 
and Katie Bunn-Marcuse. 

As busy as she is, it’s clear Blackman is 
never too busy to support The College at 
Brockport. “My undergraduate years were 
probably the most formative of  my life. 

They challenged my values, opened my 
world, and made me grow intellectually,” 
she said. “I was fortunate to go to college at 
a time when it cost considerably less than 
now, and my parents were able to finance 
it. I give because I want current and future 
students to have the opportunities I had.”

Blackman intends to expand her planned 
gift in the years ahead, noting the College 
is the place she is most connected to.

“When I moved to the Village of  
Brockport, my entire family became a 
part of  this community — living in the 
village, walking to our jobs at the College 
and our children attending Brockport 
Central Schools,” said Blackman. “From 
then until today, the village and College 
have been not just where I have lived and 
worked but the places and experiences that 
have become a part of  me. I am happy 
to celebrate my years at the College by 
giving back in whatever way I can, whether 
through teaching, creating internship 
opportunities, or making a planned gift.”

“I am making a planned giving promise to 
support the College, designating two-thirds 
of the gift to the Department of Anthropology 
scholarship and the rest to the George Rich 
Student Philanthropy Award...”

Margay Blackman traces her political 
roots to an internship she helped arrange 
for a Brockport student in 2004 while she 
was still a member of  the Department 
of  Anthropology faculty. The internship 
was with the Village of  Brockport and 
led to that student creating the Village 
Tree Board. Blackman would go on to 
be the chair of  the Tree Board and a 

political career was launched. She would 
eventually become a member of  the Board 
of  Trustees after winning an election for 
the post in 2011. She won re-election the 
following year before running a successful 
campaign against the incumbent mayor in 
2013, garnering more than 60 percent of  
the votes.

“It was a lot of  pavement pounding. I 
really like going door-to-door,” Blackman 
said of  her mayoral campaign. “I really 
think you need to do it. I can’t say I was 
at every house in the village, but I was 
certainly on every street and probably at 70 
percent of  the houses in the village.”

The new mayor spent the first few weeks 
on the job meeting with a number of  
village employees and couldn’t help but 
compare those with her academic ventures. 
“As I was sitting there taking notes, I felt 
like I was doing field work. I’m back in the 

field,” she said.
As one would imagine, Blackman has a 

number of  goals she wants to accomplish. 
Among those are continuing the financial 
turnaround of  the village, making 
Brockport more pedestrian friendly and 
walkable and increasing canal development 
and tourism. Blackman also wants to 
continue to partner more with the College.

“I would like to find some way to get 
more new people who come to the college 
as faculty or staff  to settle in the village 
because it’s such a win-win for both the 
college and the community.”

It’s worth noting there is another 
retired Brockport professor presence in 
the mayor’s office. Blackman’s gavel was 
made by Edward Lehman, a Distinguished 
Teaching Professor and longtime chair of  
the Department of  Sociology.

Margay Blackman spent countless summers in 
Alaska studying the Alaskan Eskimo (Nunamiut)  
as well as writing and publishing her research.  
Her book, Upside Down: Seasons among  
the Nunamiut, was published by the Nebraska 
Press in 2004.

an antHropoLogiSt aS mayor
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Tucked away in the Tuttle South Athletic 
Complex lies a room in which Brockport 
student-athletes are getting bigger, faster, 
and stronger. 

However, it’s not a gym. It’s not a 
weight room, either. It’s a Biomechanics 
Laboratory run by Brockport’s Department 
of  Kinesiology, Sport Studies, and Physical 
Education.

The lab, in collaboration with the 
Department of  Athletics, has instituted 
a Power Training Program that employs 
theory, principles, and tools from 
biomechanics, movement analysis, and 
strength and conditioning to develop skill-
specific training activities that are then 
incorporated into the training programs of  
Brockport student-athletes. 

The program’s primary focus, says lab 
director Christopher Williams, PhD, 
is to develop explosive power in student-
athletes.

“Power in sport is a combination of  force 

and velocity. The ability to produce power 
implies that someone is able to produce 
high amounts of  force at high speeds,” he 
says. “From a sports perspective, that tends 
to transition into performance advantages 
over other athletes.” 

Williams has teamed with Brockport 
strength and conditioning coach Ed 
Jaskulski to develop a comprehensive, 
year-round program that includes three 
distinct phases: offseason training, 
preseason training, and in-season training. 
The program is constructed in a way that 
prepares the student-athletes’ bodies to be 
primed for their sport-specific tasks during 
their season. 

It utilizes cutting-edge technology such 
as video analysis, electromyography (a 
technique used to evaluate and record 
electrical activity produced by skeletal 
muscles) and electrogoniometry (the 
science of  measuring angles and the 
changes in them). The program analyzes 

sport-specific skills, such as ice skating for 
hockey players, and then develops exercises 
designed to best prepare student-athletes to 
develop them. 

Specialized equipment is applied in this 
stage of  the program. One such piece, 
the Ariel Computerized Exercise System 
(ACES), has played a crucial role. 

ACES is a hydraulically driven multi-
joint isokinetic dynamometer. It responds 
to the force that a user applies to it with a 
level of  resistance that is able to control the 
speed of  the movement. It doesn’t employ 
load-based training, meaning that weight 
is not added to the machine. Instead, it 
relies on velocity. Student-athletes apply 
force to a lever and move in a pattern that 
is consistent with the intended goal of  the 
exercise. The machine’s software monitors 
the user’s activity and adjusts the resistive 
force accordingly.

“ACES is ideal for power training,” 
Williams says. 

Christopher Williams explains his Power Training Program and the Ariel Computerized Exercise System (ACES) in the 
Biomechanics Laboratory to his student.

By John Follaco

reSearCH powerS goLden eagLeS

InsideBrockport
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Essentially, what ACES does is allow 
an athlete to provide a maximum effort 
throughout the entire range of  motion of  
exercises that are related to the patterns 
of  velocity seen in their sport, their own 
maximal velocity capabilities or both. 

“When training for power on the ACES, 
using velocity-based intensity, the speed 
of  movement is controlled and the athlete 
exerts maximal muscle force, or effort, 
throughout the range of  motion,” Williams 
says. “In this way, the limitations for load-
based training for power are overcome.”

The machine, invented by Gideon Ariel, 
has been in existence since the 1970s. It 
was the world’s first computer-controlled 
“intelligent” exercise machine. For years it 
was used by organizations such as NASA 
and for training Olympic athletes. It has 
been refined over time, and the most recent 
prototype was developed by Ariel and a 
company named Tullman Sports. 

When Williams began investigating 
bringing an ACES machine to Brockport, 
he learned that the chief  executive officer 
of  Tullman Sports, Arthur Tullman, was 
a Brockport alumnus. 

“We bought the first new machine 
created by Tullman Sports,” Williams says. 
“And then I find out that the CEO is a 
Brockport alum. It was a pure coincidence. 
His alma mater purchased the very first 
machine he built.”

The results of  the new technology have 
been quantifiable. The first group of  
Brockport volleyball players to go through 
the program increased their vertical leap by 
an average of  three inches and their long 
jump by an average of  18 inches. The first 
group of  hockey players decreased their 
goal line to blue line sprint by 0.25 seconds. 
The swim team set 14 school records at its 
SUNYAC meet. 

“We can’t measure the success of  our 
program based on wins and losses because 
there is just so much more that goes into 
that,” Williams says. “So we focus on 
increasing physical capacities, which I can 
clearly demonstrate.”

There are a dozen or so ACES machines 
being actively used today. One is being 
used by the NBA’s New York Knicks. 
Another has been used by the NHL’s 
Philadelphia Flyers. A third is being used 
by the United States Olympic Track and  
 

Field team, which invited Williams and 
Jaskulski out to San Diego to discuss their 
program.

Those invitations are more proof  of  the 
success of  ACES.

The program is constructed in a way that 
prepares the student-athletes’ bodies to be 
primed for their sport-specific tasks during 
their season.
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by John Follaco

Right: Daniel Hopkins ’85

Left: The Great Shift, a painting that 
remains part of Hopkins’ personal 
collection, was shown at the 2012 
Fridge Gallery in Washington, DC.

Advancing science and mathematics education continues  

to be a national priority — and The College at Brockport is rising to 

the challenge. 

A $30 million capital project was completed last fall that has 

equipped Brockport students and faculty with a robust learning 

environment for teaching, learning and research in the Smith-Lennon 

Science Complex. These modernized facilities, teamed with award-

winning faculty and the leadership of a new dean, have Brockport 

well positioned as a leader in the field.

Changing the
STEM

Education     

Equation
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“We’ve always had a very talented 
faculty who are committed to purposefully 
engaging students both inside and outside 
of  the classroom. That is our strong 
suit,” says Jose Maliekal, who was 
named Dean of  the School of  Science 
and Mathematics last spring. “And now 
this infusion of  new infrastructure and 
the addition of  equipment will allow our 
students and faculty to engage in even 
more ambitious activities.”

The final piece of  the capital project 
was a $15 million modernization of  Smith 
Hall, home to Brockport’s Department 
of  Chemistry and Biochemistry and 
Department of  Physics. The 53,000 
square-foot building features state-of-the-
art wet laboratories for chemistry teaching 
and research; a Faraday cage for high-tech 
physics research, technology enhanced 
classrooms; and a number of  other 

amenities that make the building more 
attractive, efficient, and sustainable.

That project served as a bookend to 
the $14.9 million in renovations that were 
made to Lennon Hall — which houses the 
Departments of  Biology, Earth Sciences 
and Environmental Science and Biology — 
in 2001 and 2008.

“The teaching and research facilities 
of  the Smith-Lennon Science Complex 
are top-notch, rivaling those at similar 
master’s level colleges in Western New 
York and allowing faculty to offer students 
the very best educational experiences at 
an extraordinary value,” says Douglas M. 
Scheidt, PhD, Brockport’s Interim Provost 
& Vice President for Academic Affairs.

tHe BeneFitS oF a  
new FaCiLity

The school’s faculty believes the 
transformation will only further enhance 
research collaboration with students — 
something that is already a hallmark of  the 
Brockport experience.

“The added teaching and laboratory 
spaces allow us to better accommodate 
the ever-increasing number of  students 
enrolled in our chemistry classes and will 
enable additional students to participate 
in research,” says Stephen Godleski, chair 
of  the Department of  Chemistry and 
Biochemistry.

As part of  the renovations, 

the department expanded its 
equipment collection to include a gas 
chromatography-mass spectrometer, 
a circular dichroism instrument, an 
ultracentrifuge, and a new solvent 
purification system.

Stanley Radford, chair of  the 
Department of  Physics, sees a similar 
benefit for his department.“Our faculty 
and students already perform high-quality 
experimental work, but these new and 
enhanced capabilities provide even more 
opportunities to do excellent physics,” 
Radford says. 

Its new surface-science facilities have 
been enhanced to include immediate 
access to the X-ray diffractometer and 
atomic force and electron microscopes. 

Learning Beyond  
tHe CLaSSroom

The School of  Science and 
Mathematics, like others at Brockport, 
strives to engage students both inside 
and outside of  the classroom. Much of  
that learning comes through research 
opportunities with faculty. But there are 
plenty of  other opportunities for learning 
outside of  the classroom, as well.

A group of  students from both 
the computer science and chemistry 
departments, for example, traveled to 
present their research at the National 
Conference on Undergraduate Research 

a new way oF Learning matH and SCienCe

There is a whole new way of  learning math and science at The College at Brockport. 
The College’s Math and Science Living Learning Community (LLC) was developed to 
immerse students in math and science programs — everything from pre-med to water 
resources to computer information systems and more.

The Math and Science LLC provides an environment where freshmen and transfer 
students engaged in the study of  math and science are able to interact with others 
experiencing the same programs, and provides one-on-one tutoring and study groups. 
Focused on achievement, the program also offers academic support from faculty as well 
as from junior and senior science and math majors, and provides a study lounge in the 
residence hall dedicated to the community’s students. 

“The best thing about the LLC is that it networks you with similar majors from 
the start. The Meteorology majors get together and have hangouts and we get along great,” says Randy Chase, a current Brockport 
meteorology major. “Another aspect that really helps is having friends across the hall that you can study with. We are in a majority of  classes 
together so it makes studying easier and our grades better. The LLC has given me friends that I will probably keep for the rest of  my life 
and has made the transition from high school to college easier.” 

The Math and Science LLC also promotes career exploration through trips to a variety of  local museums and research centers, giving 
students a chance to discover new pathways to success. Students also have the opportunity to meet Brockport math and science alumni, 
such as 13WHAM News Chief  Meteorologist Glenn Johnson ’85 as well as visit News10NBC in Rochester, NY.
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Siblings Jacqueline ’11 and 
Kyle ’12 Walker knew the 
profession they wanted to pursue 
long before they came to The 
College at Brockport. It was their 
love of  animals that drew them to 
the field of  veterinary medicine 
and hence the College’s biological 
sciences program. Having excelled 
in their studies at Brockport, the 
siblings are enrolled in Cornell 
University’s veterinary medicine 
program and well on their way to 
their dream careers. 

Jacqueline, now in her third 
year at Cornell, says The College 
at Brockport prepared her for the 
additional challenges of  Cornell. 
“Brockport’s science teachers were 
always there to answer questions, and 
the education I received prepared 
me for vet school,” says Jacqueline, 
who recently had the opportunity 
to practice her clinical skills on the 
animals at the Belize Zoo. Her next 

step to her professional goal is studying 
the clinical sciences of  medicine, 
including surgery, anesthesiology, 
radiology and theriogenology.

Kyle, in his second year at Cornell, 
is currently focusing on neuroanatomy, 
canine anatomy, conservation medicine, 
and veterinary practice ethics and 
animal care. He’s added to his academic 
regimen working in the Cornell Animal 
Pharmacy as a student technician 
while also gaining clinical experience 
volunteering at the Cornell Companion 
Animal Hospital and Wildlife Clinic. 
“Ultimately I am interested in small 
animal/exotic medicine and would 
like to do something with zoo and 
conservation medicine as well. Brockport 
helped me prepare for my program 
at Cornell by providing me with the 
background knowledge required and a 
foundation to build on to be successful 
at Cornell and later in my career as a 
veterinarian,” says Kyle.

SiBLingS purSue  
paraLLeL proFeSSionS

19

— which gave them an opportunity to 
network and hone their presentation skills. 
Students in the physics program routinely 
garner similar experience by presenting at 
state-wide physics meetings and three of  
their students were recently inducted into 
the National Physics Honor Society. Earth 
science students have landed internships at 
employers throughout western and central 
New York. Others have secured internships 
in places such as Massachusetts and South 
Carolina. 

“Through classroom instruction — 
for teaching and learning theories and 
concepts — and hands-on activities 
encompassing laboratory and/or field-
based experiences, our faculty prepare 
students to excel in a world that is 
increasingly reliant on science and 
technology,” Maliekal says. 

The results have been impressive. 
Brockport science and mathematics 
students have gone on to PhD programs 
at places such as Duke University and the 
University of  Wisconsin-Madison. They’ve 
gone on to veterinary school at Michigan 
State University and Cornell University. 
And they’ve gone on to medical school 
at prestigious institutions such as the 
University of  Rochester.

13
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Just more than a year ago, Michael 
John Beltejar ’10 was preparing for 
one of  the biggest moments of  his life. 
He was about to participate in a White 
Coat Ceremony  —  commemorating his 
entry into the medical profession  —  at 
the University of  Rochester School of  
Medicine and Dentistry. 

Participants were encouraged to invite 
those that played crucial roles in their 
success to attend the ceremony. Beltejar 
knew he wanted to have Emory Morris, 
PhD, and Margaret Logan, PhD  —  
two of  his mentors from The College at 
Brockport  —  in attendance. 

“I spent three years preparing to just be 
accepted into medical school, and I wanted 
to invite them because they were such an 
integral part of  my success,” Beltejar says.

Morris was thrilled to be there.
“I wanted to be there to support his 

ambition and celebrate his success,” says 
Morris, a Brockport professor emeritus 
who taught chemistry for 42 years and 
served as Beltejar’s advisor. “He’s an 
exceptional young man.”

Beltejar came to Brockport after 
spending five years in the United States 
military  —  including tours in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. He then decided to return to 
college. And Brockport was an ideal match.

“Brockport was very amenable to 
returning, older students,” he says. “I 
looked at the chemistry department and it 
really resonated with me.”

Beltejar, who was also accepted into 
Brockport’s Honors Program, knew he had 
to find a way to differentiate himself  in 
order to be accepted into medical school. 
So he decided to pursue his undergraduate 
research experience at the University of  
Rochester  —  where he hoped to attend 
medical school.

“The Honors Program typically wants 
you to work with a faculty instructor at 
Brockport,” Beltejar said. “But everyone 
was very flexible and it made a very 
big difference in my medical school 
application.”

Today, Beltejar is in his second year in 
the medical science training program at the 
University of  Rochester. Beltejar credits 
much of  that to Morris, Logan and the rest 
of  the faculty at Brockport.

Morris, like many of  his colleagues, is no 
stranger to mentoring students. In fact, in 
recognition of  his support of  students over 
the years, a room in Smith Hall  —  the 
“Pre-Health Program Advisory Office, J. 
Emory Morris Room”  —  will be named 
in his honor. Morris has also contributed 
more than $1 million in gifts and 

commitments to the College to support 
items such as student scholarships. 

Michael John Beltejar and Emory Morris

Brockport propels student to medical school

Chyna Glenn ’14 has wanted to be a meteorologist since she 
was a little girl. “Every morning my mother would find me glued to 
the Weather Channel watching Weather on the 8’s.” When it came 
time for Chyna’s college search, her mom Googled meteorology, 
and The College at Brockport popped to the top.

“The faculty was so welcoming, even before I applied. They 
answered every question and made me feel like they were inviting 
me to join the Brockport family,” Chyna said when asked how 
she found her way to Brockport from Massachusetts. From her 
first year in the Math & Science Living Learning Community 
to the mentoring she’s received from her advisor, her Brockport 
experience has exceeded her expectations. So much so that she 
feels she has much to give back for all that she has been given. 
To help other students succeed, she serves as an RA in the Math 
& Science LLC and is a peer mentor for incoming meteorology 
students.

Chyna is determined to take advantage of  all that Brockport 
has to offer. Despite a demanding course load, she recently spent 
a semester in Christ Church, New Zealand, where she was able to 
take in the culture, the people and the geology while having the 
experience of  a lifetime.

Her future plans include a stint as a broadcast meteorologist, 
preferably on the Weather Channel, a doctoral degree in 
atmospheric science with a concentration in synoptic scale 
meteorology (look it up) and a teaching career.

Google search brings student from Massachusetts to Brockport
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Glenn Johnson ’85, chief  meteorologist at 13 WHAM News, 
had a head start on his career, working at the news station while 
still a student at Brockport. He was hired fulltime at the station a 
few short months after receiving his Bachelor of  Science in Earth 
Science. Johnson attributes many of  the most significant changes in 
his life to his academic career at Brockport, which he says set  
the stage for his personal and professional success.

diStinguiSHed aLumni
The College at Brockport’s School of  Science and Mathematics has a long tradition 

of  producing outstanding alumni. Many of  these alumni have gone on to obtain 
graduate degrees at elite institutions, and, along with others, have gone on to exemplary 
professional careers. Below is a small sample of  the many alumni — including some 
very recent graduates — who have made their Alma Mater proud.

Joy Hagan ’09, a College at Brockport Department of   
Biology Scholar, is in her third year at the University of  Buffalo 
Dental School. Upon graduating from dental school, Hagan plans 
to combine her love of  science and art (she began her academic 
career studying photography) and pursue a career as  
a prosthodontist. 

Christos Moschovitis ’83 is currently chief  executive 
officer for tmge*media, a premier independent consulting firm. 
Moschovitis, who graduated from Brockport with degrees in 
computer science and physics, is the author of  the critically 
acclaimed History of  the Internet: A Chronology, 1843 to the Present,  
and is a contributor to the Encyclopedia of  Computers and 
Computer History and the Encyclopedia of  New Media.

During his 39 years at 
The College at Brockport, 
State University of  
New York, Dr. Joseph 
Makarewicz, PhD has 
been awarded millions of  
dollars in external research 
funding. Recently added to 
that growing number is a 
$189,884 two-year research 
grant given by the US 
Geological Survey (USGS) 
to further his research on 
the ecosystems in Lake 
Ontario. 

Makarewicz’s research, 
titled “Lake Ontario Nearshore Nutrient Study” will provide data on how the chemical, 
biological and ecological zones of  the shore operate and function cooperatively. The 
study will evaluate water quality, nutrient movement and zebra mussel beds in the 
nearshore zone.

Dr. Joseph Makarewicz receives $189,884 grant to 
study Lake Ontario Coastal ZoneGoogle search brings student from Massachusetts to Brockport

reaCHing out to  
area eduCatorS

Maliekal feels that the need to develop 
and educate the next generation of  
scientists and mathematicians is crucial. 
That includes educating K-12 educators. 
The School’s Computational Math, 
Science, and Technology (C-MST) 
Institute promotes an interdisciplinary 
approach to STEM education. Made 
possible by a grant of  nearly $4 million 
from the National Science Foundation, 
the Institute has provided professional 
development opportunities to more than 
300 teachers from the Rochester City 
School District and the Brighton School 
District, encompassing summer workshops 
and year-long mentoring.

The Institute was also instrumental 
in developing graduate level courses to 
allow individuals who wish to become 
school teachers the opportunity to learn 
the computational approach to STEM 
education.

Since its creation, the Institute has 
secured additional grant support in excess 
of  $1.5 million, including an ongoing 
grant from the prestigious Robert Noyce 
Scholarship program of  the National 
Science Foundation. This program seeks 
to prepare a new cadre of  computationally 
competent math and science teachers. 

a new outLook 
As it relates to its own students, 

Brockport takes a two-pronged approach 
to recruit and retain students in the STEM 
disciplines. The first strategy involves 
reaching out to high school students who 
may have the ability to pursue a career 
in the STEM disciplines, but haven’t 
yet considered it. The second involves 
nurturing those who have already chosen a 
major in a STEM program.

“We see it as our obligation and 
responsibility to demonstrate to students 
the excitement of  what lies ahead,” 
Maliekal says. “That’s why faculty provide 
students with the opportunity to experience 
that excitement first hand.”

And now they have state-of-the-art 
facilities in which to do it. 
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1950s
James DeBell Sr. ’51/’56  
was inducted posthumously into 
The College at Brockport’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame for his leadership as an 
administrator and coach.

Larry Arcarese ’52  
has retired after 37 years of teaching in 
the Department of Communication at 
SUNY Plattsburgh.

Ronald Broadbent ’56  
was inducted into the National Soccer 
Coaches Association of America Hall  
of Fame.

Margaret Preska ’57  
was honored by having a residence 
hall on the Minnesota State University 
campus named after her.

Ira Sweet ’57  
was inducted into the Inaugural Athletics 
Hall of Fame at The College of Staten 
Island.

Sheila Gissin Weinbach ’59 
volunteered with Sar-el, Service to Israel, 
and worked on an army base doing 
maintenance and supply work for three 
weeks in September.

1960s
Ray Scharf ’61  
participated in six individual events 
at the Masters National Short Course 
Swimming championships.  He finished 
in the top ten in the country in all 
events. He also competed and won many 
swimming events in the North Carolina 
Sr. Games State Championships and at 
the Masters World Games in Italy.

Elmer Cuthbertson ’62  
received the Outstanding Service Award 
at the Alumni Awards Ceremony during 
Brockport’s Homecoming Weekend.

Larry Kenney ’62/’65  
is the chancellor at Middlesex 
International College in Jamaica West 
Indies and will be leading a Scandinavian 
tour this summer.

William Setek, Jr. ’62/’65 
received the Hall of Heritage Award from 
the Alumni Association at The College at 
Brockport’s Homecoming Weekend.

Elaine Gray Beetow ’63/’89 
received the Hall of Heritage Award at 
the Alumni Awards Ceremony during 
The College at Brockport’s Homecoming 
Weekend.

Don Bartalo ’64  
wrote the book, Closing the Teaching 
Gap: Coaching the Instructional Leaders.”

Richard ’66 and Ronni Zusman ’68 
recently visited Japan to see their son 
Eric who is a senior policy researcher 
at the Institute for Global Environmental 
Strategies in Hayama, Japan.

Jane Clark ’68  
was appointed dean of the School 
of Public Health at the University of 
Maryland.

Richard Kopenski ’68  
recently retired from Computer Sciences 
Corporation and is planning on traveling 
in retirement with his wife Donna 
Pogorzala Kopenski ’69.

Diane Suskind ’68  
was recently honored on the wall of fame 
at her alma mater, Nottingham High 
School.

James Vacca ’68  
was among the top Long Island educators 
honored at the 16th Annual March of 
Dimes Golden Apple Awards Dinner.

Terry Carbone ’69 
retired as superintendent of the Lockport 
City School District after 42 years of 
service in public education.

Gene Spanneut ’69  
participated in numerous masters and 
senior level track and field meets, He  
won 14 gold, eight silver, and two  
bronze medals.

Bonnie Vosseler Sweeting ’69  
retired from a community college in 
North Carolina where she provided 
programs and counseling services to 
students.

1970s
Ronald Reger ’71  
was ordained a Roman Catholic Deacon 
in the Diocese of Richmond, VA.

Glen Anderson ’72  
has begun a new career as a stand-
up comedian debuting in front of 
a sold-out crowd at the Knight 
Auditorium at Barnstable High School in 
Massachusetts. 

Philip Haberstro ’72  
was recently honored with the Excellence 
in Community Service Award by Doctors 
for a Healthier Bronx based in New York 
City.

Robert James ’72/’75  
retired from the SUNY System 
Administration in May 2012.

Connie Walker ’72,  
the principal law clerk for Monroe County 
Court, was recently selected as president 
of the Monroe County Bar Association.

Rosemary Callard-Szulgit ’73 
will have her seventh publication, 
Perfectionism and Gifted Children: 
2nd Edition, released by Rowman and 
Littlefield Publishers this coming August. 
She also had her first children’s book, 
Molly Rose Baxter, published.

George Dlugolonski ’73  
received a Lifetime Achievement Award at 
the Nassau County Sports Commission 

“Salute to Champions” Award Dinner, for 
his work as a physical education teacher 
and wrestling coach at Chaminade 
High School in New York. He was also 
inducted into the National Wrestling Hall 
of Fame in Long Island.

Thomas Gosdeck ’73  
recently lectured at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University.

Ron Wilkerson ’73  
recently had his first novel, Houdini & 
Lovecraft The Ghost Writer, published. 

Eliot Collins ’74  
completed the Dirty German 50K Trail 
Run in Pennypack Park in Philadelphia. 
This marked his 50th ultra-marathon.

Jeffrey Crane ’74/’85  
received the Outstanding Service Award 
from The College at Brockport Alumni 
Association.

Malcolm Goldsmith ’74  
retired in May 2010 after 32 years of 
teaching at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville and then served a year as 
interim executive director of the American 
Association for Health Education.

Raymond Gottwald ’74  
is the new regional administration and 
finance manager for Massachusetts State 
Auditor Suzanne Bump.

Gary Parker ’74  
was inducted into the National Junior 
College Athletic Association Cross 
Country and Track Hall of Fame.

Lynn Perillo ’74  
was selected a program assistant at the 
Mental Health Association of Erie County, 
Inc.

Paul Purfield ’74  
retired from the partnership at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP.

The Class of 2013 kicked off its senior class activities 
at the Senior Forum on February 4. More than 500 
future graduates collected information on a variety of 
send-off activities.
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Michael Moley ’75  
has been selected to serve on the Board 
of Trustees at Medaille College.

Kathy Purcell ’75  
was recently promoted to chief executive 
officer of the Pittsburgh Affiliate of Susan 
G. Komen for the Cure.

Amy Cuhel-Schuckers ’76  
is director of faculty Grants at Franklin 
and Marshall College in Lancaster, PA.

Audrey Pasinella ’76  
retired from teaching middle school 
physical education and health and 
science in Florida.

Jerome Goodfellow ’77  
was inducted into The College at 
Brockport’s Athletic Hall of Fame for his 
participation in wrestling and lacrosse.

Stephen Hardy ’77  
is working for Sarasota County 
Government Operations and 
Maintenance, for Parks and Recreation 
with the Baltimore Orioles Training.

Joyce Morley-Ball ’77  
has been elected to the National Board of 
Certified Counselors Foundation Board 
of Trustees.

William Fichtner ’78  
was honored with the Citation of 
Appreciation Award from the Brockport 
Alumni Association.

Wendy Haidinyak ’78  
recently received the Reading Educator 
Emeriti Award for her work and dedication 
as a reading specialist.

Mal Harpell ’79  
retired after 33 years in public education 
from Osceola County District in 
Kissimmee, FL.

Jack Matson ’79  
was hired associate vice president  
of the Human Resources Department at 
Le Moyne College.

Beth DeCracker Whitbeck ’79  
was named Long-Term Care Employee 
of Distinction 2012 by LeadingAge New 
York, for her work at Clifton Springs 
Hospital Nursing Home.

1980s 
Scott Fishman ’80  
was promoted to senior vice president, 
executive producer at Spike TV.

Michael Doyle ’80  
is the new regional president for 
Entercom Media Services.

Stephen Bonning ’81  
retired from the United States Air Force 
at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel after 32 
years of service.

David Dimbleby ’81  
was presented with the Outstanding 
Service Award at the Alumni Awards 
Ceremony during Homecoming Weekend.

Randall Moore ’81  
was named a 2013 Ohio Super Lawyer by 
Ohio Super Lawyers magazine.

Laura Osborne Mueller ’81 
completed a Master of Science (MSN) 
as a clinical nurse specialist in adult/
cardiac nursing in 2006 and a Post-MSN 
as an adult nurse practitioner in 2009 
from the University of Delaware School 
of Nursing.

Victor Beck ’84  
joined Burson-Marsteller as managing 
director in US public affairs practice in 
Washington, DC.

Jodi Becker Davis ’84  
received the Washingtonville Central 
School District Board of Education Award 
for Achievement for many contributions 
to the culture of the school district.

Patrick Kelly ’84  
retired in January from New York State 
Department of Corrections.

Sean McGovern ’84  
was promoted to claims manager at 
Utica National Insurance Group’s Eastern 
Regional Office based in Amherst, NY.

Nicholas Nebelsky ’84  
recently co-authored an animated 
children’s book, Sheldon’s Adventure, 
which was chosen as one of the top rated 
apps for NOOK.

Blane Harding ’84  
was named director for the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs at the University of 
Kansas.

Barbara Grillo ’85  
was promoted to branch manager of the 
ESL Federal Credit Union in Victor, NY.

Michael Seinberg ’85  
has accepted a new position as the 
director of communications for Modern 
Day Music’s Rock School and Voices For 
All LLC.

Paul Auersperg ’86  
lead a discussion about his knowledge 
and experiences in leading a successful 
global company, Fortune Footwear, at The 
College at Brockport.

Brian Buchanan ’86  
published an essay, Cold Comfort: Six 
Poems in Winter, in the Winter 2012 
issue of Literary Matters.

Paul Marx ’86  
was recently appointed to secretary/
treasurer for the South Pacific Charitable 
Foundation.

John Mayer ’87  
will be helping NASA gain a better 
understanding of musculoskeletal 
injuries of the spine, an issue of concern 
for astronauts when they return to Earth.

Ronald Milon ’87  
is the new vice president of 
Administrative Services at Bergen 
Community College.

Robert Frost ’88  
retired from Wilson Central School as the 
counselor for the middle school. He also 
had a book, Wounds, published.

Troy Carrington ’89  
wrote a young adult fantasy novel, The 
Hounds of Set, published in July. 

1990s
Andrew Bleichfeld ’90  
has been elected as the president of 
the Maryland Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics.

Stacy Dermont ’90  
was named senior editor of Dan’s Papers, 
the largest circulating news magazine  
on Long Island.

Jon Palzer ’90  
has been selected as an associate 
professor of English and as the Chair of 
the Department of Humanities at Finger 
Lakes Community College.

John Barberio ’91  
was inducted into the Western New York 
Baseball Hall of Fame, Class of 2012.

Dan Fichter ’91  
has been chosen as the varsity football 
coach at Irondequoit High School. 

Sean McPhillips ’91  
was honored with a commission as a 
“Kentucky Colonel” at the 2012 Kentucky 
eHealth Summit in recognition for his 
ongoing commitment to improving the 
quality of health care.

Christine Mizro ’91  
has retired as principal of the Kelley 
School in Newark, NY, after 12 years of 
service.

On June 27, Brockport  
visited Boston as it 
continued to celebrate 
the launch of the largest 
campaign in school 
history. The event was held 
at the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library & 
Museum.

On May 16, the Class of 
2013 gathered at the Senior 
Class Toast to celebrate its 
accomplishments and to be 
welcomed into the ranks of 
alumni. The graduates joined 
a network of more than 80,000 
Golden Eagles that spans  
the globe.
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Susan Vogl ’91  
has been appointed vice president of 
orthopedics and neurosciences at Unity 
Hospital in New York.

Kelly Goonan ’92  
was hired as the director of care 
coordination by Cornerstone Health Care 
in High Point, NC.

Jason Lewis ’92  
was appointed by Charter Schools 
USA as the new principal at Woodmont 
Charter School in Temple Terrace, FL.

Brenda Barkley ’93  
is the director of the Genesee Valley 
Division of the National Association of 
Social Workers for New York State.

Michelle Havich ’93  
has joined Nielsen Media Research as 
the managing editor for both DDI and 
Impressions magazines in Atlanta.

Margaret Montaglione Clark ’93  
was inducted into the Hall of Fame of 
the New York State Health Information 
Management Association in June. She 
also placed a collection of archival 
documents entitled Implementing the 
Recommendations of the Rochester 
Community Advisory Committee’s Study 
on the Financing and Delivery of Health 
Care  —  May 1970, into the Saward 
Archives of the History of Medicine 
within the Edward G. Minor Library of the 
University of Rochester.

Jane Shukitis ’93  
is the new senior vice president for aging 
and community services at Unity Hospital 
in New York.

Lynne Erdle ’94  
was appointed interim superintendent of 
the Canandaigua City School District.

Dan Smith ’94  
has been hired as director of 
communications for the Rochester 
Business Alliance.

Craig Gable ’95/’98  
had his book, A Concordance to the 
Poetry of William Carlos Williams (3 
vols.), published.

Shannon Sauro  
Favreau ’95/’12 completed a 
Master’s of Public Administration from 
The College at Brockport as well as the 
SUNY Leadership Program.

Jason Tracy ’95  
was selected as the new CEO at 
Consumer Credit Counseling Service of 
Rochester.

Cathy Anderson Clar ’96  
is one of the newest inductees to The 
College at Brockport’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame for softball.

Chuck Dorgan ’96  
is a member of the band Master Thieves, 
which released a new CD.

Joely Nelkin Kuss ’97  
was inducted into the Athletic Hall 
of Fame for soccer at The College at 
Brockport.

Dave Mandrycky ’97  
joined Oldcastle Materials, Inc. in June 
as a national staffing manager.

Gregory Coughlin ’99  
is an elected partner with Harter Secrest 
& Emery LLP.

Stephen Grimm ’99  
was named superintendent of the 
Penfield School District by the Board of 
Education.

Paul Mayer ’99  
was promoted from manager to principal 
with The Bonadio Group at their 
Rochester office.

Alicia Pecorino ’99  
has joined Rochester’s local radio 
stations The Zone 94.1 and Fickle 93.3. 

2000s 
Greg Ahlquist ’00  
was selected as the 2013 New York State 
Teacher of the Year.

Shannon Kerr Beebe ’00  
is service coordinator for the New York 
State Department of Health Traumatic 
Brain Injury Waiver Program.

Hollie Hall ’00  
has been named as the senior director 
of health and wellness services at Alfred 
State College.

Courtne Murphy ’00  
has completed her active military term 
with the United States Army.

John Cassin ’01/’06  
retired from the City of Rochester 
Emergency Communications Department 
and has started a new career as the 
Emergency Planning Specialist for Unity 
Health System in Rochester.

Thomas Hall ’01  
is the new principal at Brighton High 
School in New York.

Tim Tramontana ’01  
has joined Baldwinsville Family Medical 
Care as a primary care physician.

Tammy McGarvey ’02  
celebrated the one-year anniversary of 
opening the Hope Family Health, NP 
PLLC, Integrative Medicine practice in 
Pittsford, NY.

Nikeisha Vandecruise Jordan 
’03 opened a law firm in Durham, NC 
called Graham-Davis, PLLC.

Nicole Palagonia ’03  
was promoted to learning delivery 
manager at Deloitte Services LP in 
Jericho, NY.

Jason Gagliano ’04/’11  
has been working at Wake Forest 
University, in association with a biotech 
company called NanoMedica, for the past 
six years doing DNA sequencing and 
is working on discovering novel cancer 
drugs.

Abigail Hendrickson ’04  
wrote a craft book called, You Are 
Awesome: 21 Crafts to Make You Happy. 

Autumn Lewandowski ’04  
joined WKBW-TV in Buffalo as a part-
time meteorologist.

Patricia Simpson ’04  
is the new director of political and online 
training at the Leadership Institute in 
Arlington, VA.

Alyshia Zurlick ’04  
joins Alfred State College as assistant 
director for the college’s new Student 
Leadership Center.

Shlynn Ciciotti ’05  
was honored as a Greater Rochester 
Awards Rising Star by the Rochester 
Business Journal for her contributions 
to the non-profit sector at LDA Life and 
Learning Services.

Bob Darnley ’05  
was inducted into The College at 
Brockport’s Athletic Hall of Fame for 
football.

Kristen Paolini ’05  
was selected as the new assistant 
principal at Spencerport High School in 
New York.

Kristen Margraf ’06  
has joined the Monroe County Child 
Protective Services.

Jordan Christiano Mihalik ’06,  
who participated in gymnastics while at 
The College at Brockport, was inducted 
into its Athletic Hall of Fame.

Brockport made a visit to 
Atlanta on March 15 during 
its southern swing of events. 
Alumni from OSAD/BSLF and 
College President Dr. John 
Halstead are pictured.

Director of Alumni 
Relations Kerry 
Gotham, Thurston 
Allen ’88, and Senior 
Director of Planned 
Giving Brad Schreiber 
’83/’85 at the Atlanta 
event on March 15.
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Sean Brennan ’01, Chris 
O’Connor ’01, and Tabitha 
O’Connor ’02 attended the 
GOLD event at the Genesee 
Brew House on February 20.

The Campaign for Brockport 
made a stop in Albany at 
Taste on May 21. Pictured 
are Erica Stoeckeler ’12 
and  Megan Rabbitt ’12  

Julia Decker ’06  
was hired as the assistant women’s 
lacrosse coach at Fresno State 
(California) in August 2012.

Anthony DiPonzio ’06  
received the Recent Alumnus Award 
from The College at Brockport’s Alumni 
Association.

Thomas Johnson Jr. ’06/’07  
is an attorney in the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation’s Enforcement 
Section in Washington, DC.

Sarah Catanzaro ’07  
was inducted into The College at 
Brockport’s Athletic Hall of Fame for 
gymnastics.

Pamela Ferrara ’07  
was elected as a member of the SMS 
Women’s Auxiliary in Seneca Falls, NY, 
and was elected secretary for Habitat for 
Humanity of Seneca County.

Grace Gonzales ’07  
was promoted from senior to manager 
with The Bonadio Group at their 
Rochester office.

Justin Haegele ’07  
was recognized by the New York 
State Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance as the 
NY State Adapted Physical Education 
Teacher of the Year.

Matthew Marshall ’07  
has joined Lumsden & McCormick, 
LLP as a senior accountant with their 
professional audit staff.

Emily Lottes ’08  
is a learning support coordinator with 
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania.

Tonya Hall ’09  
was promoted from in charge to 
senior with The Bonadio Group at their 
Rochester office.

Kenny Koperda ’09  
has been promoted to account manager 
for Premium Seating Sales with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates.

Keri Ludde ’09  
is working as a labor and delivery nurse 
at New York Hospital Queens.

Christine Walker ’09  
has been offered a full-time teaching 
position at the Atlanta Area School for 
the Deaf as the PreK-12 visual arts, 
drama, and movement teacher.

2010s
Nicholas DiGiacco ’10  
has accepted a job with the US Forest 
Service in Colorado.

Elizabeth Edwards ’10  
and Caitlin Appell ’10 both moved 
to New Hampshire, where they are 
political activists with the Free State 
Project.

Tyler Lenga ’10  
is the program coordinator for the 
office of New Student Programs at 
Binghamton University in New York.

Matt Mangona ’10  
was promoted from experienced 
assistant to in charge with The Bonadio 
Group at their Rochester office.

Justine Pruss ’10  
is transferring from the night show at 
Rochester’s country station 92.5 WBEE 
to the midday show for Rochester’s 
Classic Rock station 98.9 WBZA.

Mark Smith ’10  
was selected as a year-long intern in 
the Athletic Training Department for the 
Buffalo Bills.

Evan Wopperer ’10  
has been hired as an Assistant for the 
Commercial Team within The Bonadio 
Group at their Buffalo office.

Bryan Cairnduff ’11  
graduated from the Michigan State 
Police Academy.

Jillian Covert ’11  
is the new external relations division 
assistant for Daemen College in  
Buffalo, NY.

Nicholas Ganster ’11  
is the new assistant principle for Newark 
High School located in New York.

Kristin Janes ’11  
has joined Manzella Marketing Group 
in Buffalo as a social media coordinator 
and traffic coordinator.

Vincent Manwaring Jr. ’11  
has been selected as a staff accountant 
with Mengel Metzger Barr and Co.

Christina Scaffidi ’11  
is part media-relations director and part 
marketing and community-relations 
leader for the Beloit Snappers baseball 
organization near the Illinois-Wisconsin 
border.

Megan Mahaney ’12  
is an office assistant at the 
Communication Center for Hearing and 
Speech in Rochester.

Kevin Perry ’12  
is the residence director/success 
advocate at Keuka College. He is also a 
co-advisor for the Student Senate and 
the College Activities Board.

Erica Stoeckeler ’12  
was hired at Bethel Woods Center for 
the Arts as a volunteer assistant.

Kelly Strong ’11  
was promoted to experience assistant 
with The Bonadio Group at their 
Rochester office.

Cassandra Weaver ’12  
was hired by Lifetime Health Medical 
Group as a human resources specialist. 
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Marriages
Keri Ludde ’09 and Joseph Reyes 
tied the knot on September 25, 
2010.

Travis Gallton ’06 and Valleri 
VanPatten ’06 tied the knot on 
July 3, 2011.

Jason Crossett ’05 married 
Amber Steinhilber ’05 in October 
2011 in Hunter, NY.

Joshua Herrling ’04 and Lindsay 
Rynkowski ’04 celebrated their 
wedding day on May 11, 2012.

Nicholas Schmidle ’99 married 
Stephanie Boglev on May 26, 
2012 in Blasdell, NY.

Shannon Sauro ’95/’12 tied the 
knot with Tim Favreau on June 9, 
2012.

John Jahoda ’10 and Kira Labagh 
’10 were wed on June 16, 2012.

Karen Rochford Mayfield ’07 
married Dan Mayfield on July 14, 
2012.

Amber Kirley ’10 and Joshua 
Carlson ’10 tied the knot on 
August 4, 2012.

Ryan Metcalfe ’07 and Jeanne 
O’Leary Metcalfe ’09 were 
married on August 4, 2012.

Stephanie Cali ’06 and Greg 
Seaman ’08 tied the knot on 
August 5, 2012.

Shayna McAfee ’11 married 
Michael MacLarty on August 18, 
2012.

Christine Winter DeNering ’09 
married Micah DeNering on 
September 22, 2012.

Jake Duell ’11 and Emmylou 
Fulkerson ’11 were married in 
Canandaigua, NY, on September 
29, 2012.

Jennifer Magar Kierecki ’08 and 
Jared Kierecki tied the knot on 
September 29, 2012.

William Shelp ’83 and Bonnalinn 
Shelp were wed on January 28, 
2012 in Wellsville, NY.

Births
Emily Patterson ’11 welcomed 
her son, Gabriel, on June 23, 
2010.

Mary Bendzunas Quonce ’10 gave 
birth to her son, Aaden James, on 
July 2, 2010.

Jessica Wojcik-Rounds 
’99/’03/’06 and her spouse, Lisa 
Rounds, welcomed their second 
child, Abraham James, on April 
11, 2011.

Patricia Sanford Mallaber 
’02 and her husband, Brian, 
welcomed their daughter, Lillian, 
on April 16, 2011.

Michael Ranalli ’06 and his wife, 
April, welcomed a son, Jackson 
Jay, on July 11, 2011.

Janine Little Mosher ’00 and 
Kevin Mosher welcomed their 
second child, Brody Paul, to their 
family on April 3, 2012.

Jennifer Hudack Staskiewicz ’01 
and her husband Adam welcomed 
their third child, Alexis Grace, on 
June 30, 2012.  Alexis joins older 
brother Logan and older sister 
Addison.

Justin Rogers ’05 and Lindsay 
Agro-Rogers ’06 celebrated 
the birth of their baby girl, Mia 
Scarlet, on August 11, 2012.

Jill Lodadio Drehmer ’09 and her 
husband, Matt, welcomed their 
son, Matthew Clark, on August 
12, 2012.

Kari Shanahan ’97 gave birth to 
her first child, Teagan Mae, on 
August 17, 2012.

Mike Carr ’90 and his wife 
Jeannine welcomed their first 
grandchild, Oliver, on November 
9, 2012.

Gina Guidera Dier ’99 and Mike 
Dier welcomed their second child 
on November 21, 2012.

Tara Tripodi ’06 and her husband 
Steven Gleicher welcomed their 
daughter, Johanna Ruth, on 
December 24, 2012.

Nancy Feingold Kastan ’96 and 
Charles Kastan welcomed their 
second son, Zachary Cole on 
January 6, 2013.  He joins older 
brother Chase Matthew.

Megan Lyke Haley ‘07 and Adam 
Haley welcomed their first son 
Benjamin Michael on March 31, 
2013.

Karen Rochford Mayfield ‘07 
and her husband Dan Mayfield 
welcomed their son Daniel 
William Mayfield on April 18, 
2013.

In Memoriam
Alumni
Peggy Adams ’87 

Ruth Adams ’42

Howard Appell ‘53

Louise Baker ’67 

Paul Ballard ’58 

Dennis Barlow ’73 

Diane Berggren ’51 

Edna Murphy Burke ‘53 

Joan Betzler ’56 

Robert Brennan ’61 

Bill Brittain ’52 

Jean Carpenter ’53 

Robert Cervini ’72 

Joseph Coccia ’51 

Sharon Colpoys ’64 

Herbert Crandall ’53 

Eleanor Drake ‘58 

Lawrence Davis ’75 

Matthew DiRisio ’63

Dr. Robert Driscoll ’58 

Eunice Dudley ’43 

John Dwyer Jr. ’55 

Susan Edgerton ‘73 

Edward Fox ’78 

Richard Freed ’60 

Lorraine Gresock ’66 

Matthew Harnett ’80 

Gregory Healy ’10 

Maria Hildebrand ’77 

Richard Hoe ’52 

John Joy ’51 

Richard Killock ’64 

Cynthia Kuschel ’73/’05 

William Lachanski ’74 

Ruth Leyburn ’49 

Alice Mahon ‘54 

Brian Mallonee ’71 

Robert Marsden ’75 

William Maxwell ’71 

David McGregor ’54 

Hugh McKenna ’61 

William Mowson ’50 

Nancy Murphy ’60

Thomas Murphy ’52 

Claire Nichols ’75 

Elsie Nichols ’34 

Doris Northup-O’Hara ’48 

Timothy Olson ‘92 

Diane Orloff ‘71 

John Paris ’59 

Cathy Patierno ‘94 

Erma Pettis ’53 

Patricia Kane Pettnot ’58 

Herbert Pluschau ’52 

Tina Prosonic ‘79 

Fred Puzzullo ’60

George Raines ’49 

Ann Reddington ’80 

Eleanor Rush ’61 

Sharyl Saplin ’77 

Joseph Scaringe ‘83 

John Scharch ’51 

Robert Scheuerman ’66 

Edward Schrader ’69 

Bernard Senita ’81 

Sandra Simcuski ’66 

Theodore Steehler ‘50 

Edward Stabins ’52 

Patricia Strimple-Guenther ’69

Tracie Swanson ‘95 

Thomas Taber ‘53 

Frederick Teifke ‘61 

Ojars Vidas ’73 

James Wakeman ’96 

Francis Walsh ’62

Brad Woodworth ‘76

Audrey Yockel ’50 

Emeriti 
Donald Borbee 

Semie Lechebo 

Neil Pfouts

Richard Woodson 
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Save the Date: 
September 27–29, 2013

Don’t miss out on the excitement, including:
•	 the first-ever night football game, under the lights

•	 a tailgate party celebrating New York culture, food and history

•	 special reunion gatherings for the Classes of 1963, 1968, 1973,  
1988 and 2003

•	 the traditional Hartwell Luncheon for the 50th anniversary class, 
 open to all members of the Hartwell Society

•	 and much, much more!

Have you been visited by a furry Golden Eagle at your door? 
If not, visit www.brockport.alumni/homecoming to learn how you can be
part of The Ellsworth Excursion. Let’s see which class can log the most miles, 
      take the most creative photos and chart the greatest number of stops.

Show your Golden Eagle spirit and participate in reunion giving. 
Make a gift online at www.brockport.edu/giving or  

by calling (585) 395-2451.

Questions? Comments? Suggestions? 
Contact the Office of Alumni relations at 
alumni@brockport.edu or (585) 395-2068.
We look forward to seeing you back on campus!

  www.brockport.edu/homecoming
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Recent graduates from The College at 
Brockport now have an alumni program 
tailored to keep them engaged with their 
alma mater. The GOLD (Graduates of  
the Last Decade) program is intended 
to bring all of  Brockport’s recent 
graduates together to network, socialize, 
give back, and above all, maintain a 
connection to the College. The group’s 
goals include increasing the number of  
GOLD volunteers, building a culture of  
philanthropy, increasing participation 
in alumni events and enhancing 
existing career and social networking 
opportunities.

The GOLD program officially 
launched in December 2012 when more 
than 100 Brockport GOLDs gathered 
in six cities across the Northeast. The 
cities included Albany, Buffalo, New 
York, Rochester and Syracuse as well as 
Washington, DC. Programs and events 
continued throughout the year including 
GOLD alumni events, participation in 
the Student Leadership Conference and 
networking events with students.

Karen Webber ’09/’10, a GOLD 
Leadership Board co-chair, hopes recent 
graduates take advantage of  this new 
program, “The College at Brockport 
provides its graduates with so much more 
than a diploma.  Our alumni base covers 
the globe, so the goal of  the GOLD 
program is to give graduates of  the last 

decade access to the huge resource pool 
that is each other. Capitalizing on this 
network will hopefully encourage alum to 
give back to the College out of  gratitude. 
Based on the results of  the GOLD 
Challenge this year, I think we made a 
great start.”

The GOLD Challenge was a 
philanthropic effort aimed at raising 
$50,000 for student success at The 

College at Brockport. Ten GOLD 
leadership donors pledged personal gifts 
of  $2,500, if  all GOLDs collectively 
contributed $25,000 between July 1, 
2012, and June 30, 2013. Thanks to the 
generosity of  more than 300 GOLD 
donors, the $25,000 goal was surpassed by 
June 30, and the 10 board members will 
now contribute an additional $25,000. 
This is a tremendous accomplishment that 
all recent graduates should be proud of ! 

For more information on the GOLD 

Program, please visit www.brockport.
edu/alumni/gold or like the Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
brockportgold.

BrockporT’s new program for recenT graduaTes up and running
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meeT The goLd chaLLenge Leadership donors

 Think your 
gift is “too 
small to make 
a difference?” 
Think again…

You may 
have heard that 
New York City 
Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg 

recently committed $350 million 
to his alma mater, Johns Hopkins 
University. While the notion of  having 
that much money eludes most of  us, 
what is perhaps most striking about 
Bloomberg’s story is not his record-
setting generosity, but the modest 
beginnings of  his philanthropic 
endeavor. 

Bloomberg first donated in 1965, 
one year after graduating with his 
bachelor’s degree in engineering. The 
amount of  that first gift? $5. This 
serves as a prime example of  how far 

even the most modest gifts can go. 
Bloomberg’s first gift signified a 

test for Johns Hopkins. “Here’s five 
dollars, what are you going to do 
with it?” The answer demonstrated 
to Bloomberg that he could trust 
his alma mater to perpetuate the 
University’s mission through his 
support. Over the next fifty years, that 
trust earned the school more than one 
billion dollars. 

So, what’s the point? 
I am not a billionaire. I don’t know 

any billionaires. The first gift I made 
to my alma mater came three years 
after I graduated. I gave what I could. 
I gave with confidence that my gift to 
Brockport would be used to carry on 
the Brockport tradition of  excellence. 

It is easy to question how a gift of  
$5, $10 or $25 dollars can possibly 
impact a school that is embarking 
on a multi-million dollar campaign. 
However, consider the impact we have 

made as a collective group of  GOLD 
alumni in our first year. We came 
together to make a difference and 
raised $50,000 through the GOLD 
Challenge. We now have to keep 
that momentum going as a group of  
dedicated alumni coming together to 
support Brockport for generations to 
come one gift at a time.

Above all else, don’t ever think 
that your gift would be “too small to 
matter.” Michael Bloomberg’s already 
proven you wrong on that one (and 
he’s a billionaire).

Kevin Bates ’10,  
Co-chair, GOLD Program

a message To BrockporT goLds 

Justin Beach ’03 Nicole Bower ’10 J. J. Brice ’06 Kim Ehret ’05 Frank Guidice ’07

Scott Harrington ’12 Carl O’Connor ’07/’09 Bill Sachman ’07/ ’13 Karen Webber ’09/’10 Racheal Wood ’05
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As I reflect on the year that has passed 
for me as a member of  the Brockport 
family, I have had the privilege to meet 
many interesting and passionate people 
who truly bleed the green and gold. The 
one question that I have been asked 
countless times is, “What can I do to 
strengthen The College at Brockport?” 
The answer is simple…tell your story! If  
I were to boil down the dynamic layers 
and dimensions of  the alumni I have met 
into a single constant, it would be a very 
simple, yet potent narrative. Boy/girl 
meets institution; boy/girl builds genuine 
relationships within institution; boy/girl 
has transformational experiences; boy/

girl pursues something greater. That 
may be quite simplistic to think of  it in 
those terms, and I certainly do not want 
to diminish the many accomplishments 
contained within each of  those plots. 
But one of  the best ways you can help 
is to tell your story. The power comes 
from each of  your 80,000-plus stories 
and using that collective and boundless 
resource to truly impact The College at 
Brockport.

Telling your story means staying 
connected with your classmates, 
colleagues, and friends, as well as staying 
connected to Brockport. We want to 
know all the cool things that you are 
doing and how to stay in touch with you. 
Plus, having accurate alumni information 
only helps others as we encourage 
students and alumni to use the networks 
available to them to assist in job searches 
and career decisions. 

Are you connected to the alumni 
Facebook page, Twitter, or LinkedIn 
group? Those are great opportunities to 
share your story and learn of  others as 
well. The Brockport network only gets 
stronger when we reach out to students 
and other alumni. 

Tell your story to promote Brockport. 
In this competitive environment for 
colleges, incoming students and their 
families are demanding to know what 

kind of  careers and opportunities will 
be available to them if  they choose a 
Brockport education. We need you, 
our best recruiter, to share your unique 
experiences to help get the word 
out about the College to prospective 
students. It only makes your degree 
stronger when the College succeeds.

And finally, share your story to support 
Brockport. Whether it is volunteering, 
mentoring, attending an event, making 
a gift, or simply telling a stranger about 
the good things Brockport has to offer…
you, a Golden Eagle, are the strongest 
advocate and ambassador for the College 
and your continued support is the best 
way you can help!

I hope this helps you to understand 
some of  the many ways in which you can 
assist, and I encourage you to read more 
in the coming pages with some more 
specific ways to get involved and share 
one of  the most powerful takeaways that 
you received from this place…your story!  

Many thanks!
Kerry Gotham

Director of  Alumni Relations
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We love to hear that question! It 
shows how much you appreciate the 
experiences, friendships, and education 
that you have received, as well as 
understanding the importance of  
taking care of  your alma mater. We are 
currently working on creating more 
volunteer opportunities to expand our 
alumni outreach. However, it may be 
easier than you think to truly make a 
difference, by simply telling your story. 

One of  the most critical issues facing 
Brockport today is the recruitment of  
qualified prospective students. With 
the declining number of  high school 
students graduating in the upstate New 
York region, the admissions team faces 
a tough challenge and needs your help. 
They need you to tell your Brockport 

story to extend recruitment efforts 
across the state and across the country. 

“Alumni are one of  our most valuable 
resources,” explains  
Randall Langston, Assistant Vice-
President for Enrollment Management. 
“They are some of  the College’s best 
recruiters because they are able to share 
their personal Brockport narrative with 
prospective students.” 

In this competitive environment for 
higher education, incoming students 
and their families are demanding 
to know what kind of  jobs and 
opportunities will be available to them if  
they choose a Brockport education. By 
simply sharing your unique experiences 
and successes, you can help get the 
word out that a Brockport education 

is a great option for their career path. 
Seems like a pretty simple, yet powerful 
way you can help…now imagine more 
than 80,000 Golden Eagles doing the 
same thing!

The nexT generaTion of BrockporT sTories 

Wondering what to do 
when you find out about 
a prospective student’s 
interest in The College  
at Brockport? 

Please direct them to 
www.brockport.edu/
admissions or have them 
call (585) 395-2751.

The Alumni Office is often asked by alums, How can I help Brockport?

Everyone knows the lore 
of  the traveling gnomes or 
flat Stanley, but has anyone 
heard of  the traveling golden 
eagles? No? Well you may 
soon get a chance to get a visit 
from the furry critters as they 
journey around the country. 
The birds are interested in 
hearing and seeing the neat 
things that alumni are doing 
and they are very photogenic. 
They started to migrate from 
Brockport back in February 
and plan to return to the roost 
by Homecoming 2013. 

Although the migration for 
Homecoming 2013 is coming 
to an end, if  you are from the 
class of  1964, 1969, 1974, 
1989, or 2004 and celebrating 
your 50th, 45th, 40th, 25th, or 
10th milestone respectively at Reunion 2014 (May 30 - 
June 1, 2014), then simply send us an email with your name, 
class year, and address and tell us that you are interested in the 

Ellsworth Excursion. 
Each volunteer for the 
challenge must take a 
picture with Ellsworth 
or at some landmark, 
upload or send us the 
pic, and then mail the 
bird to another alumni 
classmate to spread the 
spirit of  the green and 
gold. Don’t worry if  
you run into trouble or 
get stuck, the alumni 
office will help find a 
contact for you. The 
progress will be charted 
on the alumni web site 
at: www.brockport.
edu/alumni. Check 
it out to see where they 

have traveled thus far. 
Awards will be presented 

to the classes who log the most visits, most miles, and creative 
landings, so help your class fly to the front of  the flock!

is iT a Bird? is iT a pLane? iT’s…The eLLsworTh excursion

Ellsworth gives one last pep talk to his fledglings before they leave the roost. Visit  
www.ellsworthexcursion.tumblr.com to see where they landed!
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Ellsworth’s travels with class of ’63 takes him to the 

whitewater of the Youghiogheny River in Ohiopyle, PA. 

The photo is taken shortly after the put-in while running 

Cucumber Rapid. Ellsworth assured us he would simply 

fly away if there was a mishap and would re-enter the 

canoe once righted. Thankfully, no such encounter 

occurred during the 7.5 mile run.

Glenn “Herk” Warner ’63 & Ellsworth visited Ryan Nobles ’98 at 

NBC12’s studio in Richmond, VA. Ellsworth is a natural in front of 

the camera.

AAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRR!!! Dick Fox ’63 and 

Ellsworth find the treasure and are off to catch some waves 

in the Caribbean. (Punta Cana, Dominican Republic)!

2013 Brockport Golden Eagles Baseball Team, Justin Beach ’03, and 

Ellsworth visiting Brockport Alumnus Dave Trembley ’73 at Astros vs. 

Tigers spring training game.

Ellsworth returns to Hamlin Beach State Park to get 
ready for the class of ’63 50th reunion taking place 
in September 2013. Back in their college days the all 
college spring picnic at Hamlin Beach was a big deal. 
Here are pictures of Elaine Gray ’63 and Nelson Beetow 
‘63 then and Elaine and Nelson Beetow now. Their 
lasting relationship began at Brockport during their 
college years.

Ellsworth and Joe Perine ’63 at the Boone and Crockett Club 

(Missoula, Montana). This Golden Eagle loves Big Sky country!

Ellsworth is ready to go on a road trip with Art Appleby 

’73! He has his hat, his map, his keys and even his driving 

gloves. Whoo-hoo! (Brockport, NY)

Look what Linda Metherell Knab ’68 captured! 
Ellsworth rescues Pooh from tumbling off the 
high bridge into the icy canal (Spencerport, NY).
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Change. Bob Dylan predicted it when he 
sang, “for the times they are a changin’.” 
Sam Cooke knew it was inevitable when he 
belted out “a change is gonna come.” And 
Sheryl Crow recommended it to everyone 
in, “A Change Will Do You Good.”

Both the subject of  timeless limericks 
and a familiar topic of  late within the 
alumni office, change is on the horizon for 
Brockport alumni. Although Homecoming 
2013 is just around the corner with a 
fantastic weekend planned…wouldn’t it 
be nice to celebrate twice! The alumni 
relations team has worked to split the 
traditional reunion activities from 
Homecoming Weekend 2014 and host a 
separate Reunion Weekend 2014 on May 
30-June 1, 2014. Homecoming Weekend 
2014 will be September 19-21, 2014.

What does this mean? Homecoming 
will still remain as the time honored 
tradition with the pep rally, parade and 
fanfare, football game (which will be the 
Courage Bowl vs St. John Fisher in 2014), 
tailgates, Sports Hall of  Fame induction, 
alumni athletic gatherings, and additional 
opportunities to come back and connect 
with alumni and friends on campus in  
the Fall.

Reunion 2014 will serve as a special 
weekend to honor the milestone 
anniversaries of  the 50th, 45th, 40th, 

25th, and 10th classes each year…a 
great opportunity to catch up with old 
friends and new alike. It will be the 
perfect setting during a beautiful time 
of  year to relive your time at Brockport 
and celebrate the future of  your alma 
mater. And the best part, the campus 
is all yours. That’s right. Residence 
halls and apartments too! Gather your 
roommates, classmates, and friends and 
stake out your living quarters – right 

here on campus! Activities will include: 
Alumni Awards recognition; Hartwell 
Society 50th class induction and luncheon; 
“Alumni Institutes” where you’ll revisit the 
classroom and discuss timely topics with 
our very own faculty and staff; fun family 
friendly activities; class specific gatherings 
and outings; and more.

Each Reunion weekend will also focus 
on specific affinity groups, clubs, or 
organizations to come back to be a part 

of  the festivities. In fact, one of  the first 
groups will be all of  the former editors, 
staffers, or contributors to the Stylus as it 
celebrates its 100 year anniversary. Come 
and be a part of  this momentous occasion 
while enjoying all that the weekend will 
have to offer. 

Are you a member of  the class of  1964, 
1969, 1974, 1989, or 2004 and want to 
help connect with classmates to get them 
excited about Reunion 2014? Please 
contact the alumni office at alumni@
brockport.edu. We are looking forward  
to a change that will “do us all good” for 
twice the fun in 2014!

Reunion 2014 and Homecoming 2014: 

Reunion 2014 will serve as a special weekend 
to honor the milestone anniversaries of the 
50th, 45th, 40th, 25th, and 10th classes each 
year…a great opportunity to catch up with 
old friends and new alike.

Ch-ch-ch-changes
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It’s an early May morning, and I am 
out counting birds with students from 
my Field Biology class. We’re working 
our way through a small patch of  
brambles, more concerned about the 
thorns ripping at our legs than about 
the cardinal singing from a nearby pine, 
when a song sparrow flies from directly 
below my feet and skitters off  into deep 
cover. There’s an unmistakable whirr of  
wings that comes when an incubating 
bird flushes, and so I know that we have 
stumbled upon an active nest. I kneel 
carefully, part a concealing canopy of  
vegetation, and discover a small cup of  
dried, amber-colored grass. Lying in 
the cup are two newly-hatched young 
and a single egg. I carefully reach into 
the nest and remove the egg and one of  
the young, to show the students. One 

of  them, Mary, is worried: “Won’t the 
mother abandon her nest if  someone 
touches her babies?” No, I explain — 
that’s an old wives’ (or husbands’) tale, 
and the mother will return after we 
leave. And so we spend a few minutes 
looking at the beautiful, pale blue-green 
egg, with its irregular, reddish-brown 
blotches, and talk about the nestling, 
which is blind and almost naked, its 
only feathers being a mowhawk-like line 
crown of  down. The nestling, which 
on its first day of  life is little more than 
a belly and a beak, weighs about two 
grams  —  the rough equivalent of  three 
raisins  —  but when it fledges in nine 
days, it will weigh at least ten times as 
much. I ask my students to think about 
their own growth, and how long it 
took them to double their weight, and 

then to marvel at what these birds can 
do: grow so quickly, and survive the 
first ten days of  their lives, when they 
are essentially helpless and there are 
so many things that can kill them —  
starvation, drenching rain storms, and 
predators. After we finish our discussion 
I gently set the young bird and egg back 
in the nest, and we continue on our way, 
the morning brighter, the brilliant air a 
bit more tinged with wonder.  

I was hired to teach at The 
College at Brockport in 1993, and 
since then I have done what the job 
announcement asked of  me: taught 
courses on conservation and vertebrate 
zoology, and established an externally-
funded research program involving 
undergraduate and graduate students. 
I have published about forty papers 
in peer-reviewed journals, received 
hundreds of  thousands of  dollars in 
external grants and contracts, sent 
twenty masters students and countless 
undergraduates out into the world, and 
even written three books of  creative 
non-fiction. It has been a very busy 
twenty years, and sometimes there 
has been little time to think deeply 
about what I am doing, why I do it, 
and most importantly, what it is that 
I want to teach my students: What 
should Brockport environmental 
science students learn, as they spend 
someone’s hard-earned money and 
(hopefully) devote much of  their 
precious energy and time to their 
studies? Well, there are the obvious 
things: sufficient background knowledge 
in environmental science and biology, a 
skill set that prepares them to compete 
successfully for employment or further 
educational opportunities, effective 
communication skills, and the ability 
to think critically. All of  these goals are 
important, but beyond them, there is 
something even more vital, which will 

by Christopher Norment
Professor and Chair, Environmental Science and Biology
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never be encapsulated in any “Student 
Learning Outcome”: the capacity for 
wonder. For I believe that it is wonder 
that sustains intellectual and artistic 
creativity, nourishes the best minds, and 
gives rise to the best professionals, no 
matter what their area of  expertise. This 
wonder may come (No, must!) from 
textbooks and lectures, lab experiments 
and field studies, discussions and papers, 
creative performances and artistic 

works, internships and independent 
studies. In my field, it should come 
from an understanding of  evolution 
and ecology, and biological form and 
function —  but it is best found when 
you do something direct and physical, 
such as holding a tiny, young bird in 
your hand. Then, you can marvel at 
its wholeness and the way in which it 
makes its way through the world — 
before you set it down, ever so gently, in 

its nest and continue on your way, into 
the beautiful and widening day. And 
if  this wonder makes it into your heart 
and mind, and grows there  —  well, 
you are on your way towards getting an 
education, and learning something vital 
about the ways of   
the world. 

The Department of Environmental Science 
and Biology is one of nine departments that 
make up the School of Mathematics and 
Science. Its six majors offered include aquatic 
ecology, terrestrial ecology/biology, combined 
aquatic/terrestrial ecology, wetlands ecology, 
environmental chemical analysis and earth 
sciences. Students also have the option to 
minor in either environmental sciences or 
environmental studies. 

As part of the Department of Environmental Science and Biology, students in the Limnology Laboratory 
go on a sampling trip on Lake Ontario.

Christopher Norment, PhD, is the Chair and Professor for the Department of Environmental Science and Biology. A recipient of the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 
Teaching, Norment came to Brockport 20 years ago as an associate professor before becoming a professor in 2005. He took on the role as department chair in 2013. He has 
published three creative non-fiction books. The first was In the North of Our Lives: A Year in the Wilderness of Northern Canada (1989), followed by Return to Warden’s Grove: 
Science, Desire, and the Lives of Sparrows (2007) and In the Memory of the Map: A Cartographic Memoir (2012). Norment recently had a fourth book accepted with a tentative 
title of In the Fullness of Time: On the Conservation and Evolution of Rare and Endangered Species. Its anticipated publish date is sometime next year.



Change Service Requested

Parents: If  this issue is addressed to a son or 
daughter who no longer maintains an address 
at your home, please send a current address to 
us at alumni@brockport.edu. 

Division of  Advancement 
350 New Campus Drive
Brockport NY 14420

Define your legacy
Include The College at Brockport in your will or trust today and make a lasting and powerful 
impact on tomorrow’s students.

A planned gift allows you to:
•	 	Make a significant gift without affecting your 

current income

•	 	Support the program or area of your choice or 

give to the area of greatest need

•  Provide a charitable tax deduction for your estate

•	  Ensure that tomorrow’s Brockport students have 

the best possible educational opportunities

To learn more about how you can invest in the 
future of The College at Brockport through 
planned giving, contact Brad Schreiber at  
(585) 395-5161 or bschreib@brockport.edu.

Visit us online at www.brockport.edu/giving/
guide/planned.

Melissa Brown, PhD 
Professor, Department of  Psychology 
Member of  the Gloria Mattera Heritage Society

“The College at Brockport is 
a collaborative environment 
focusing on student success,  
and a planned gift is important  
in supporting research and 
strong academic programs.” 


